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CANNEL COAL. 


AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 


has become the principa! Cannel Coal used in 

the Metropolis, Its joint products of gas of high 
illuminating power, and coke of good quality, make it 
one of the most economical coals known. The Crystal 
Palace was lighted from it in 1851, and the Post-office, 
and Times Office, are at present. 

¥IRE-CLAY RETORTS and PIPES. 

FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘*‘ RAMSAY”) OF ALL 
DESCRIPTIONS. 

G.H. Ramsay, Broad j Aare, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manufactory establis) ‘in 1804. 








TO GAS ENGINEERS, 


WANTED, by che Surrey Consumers 
Gas Company, an experienced GAS ENGINEER 
and SUPERINTENDENT of their Works, 
£400 per annum. 

Applications, stating age and past employment, to- 
gether with Testimonials, to be sent to the Company’s 
Offices, on or before Wednesday, the 20th of November 
next, 


Salary, 


Pr order, 
Offices, Rotherhithe Street, 
Oct, 24, 1861, 


W. P. Boppy, Sec. 








= OR STOCK OF THE BRISTOL UNITED 
GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


‘MO be Sold by Auction, by Mr. 


*H. R. FARGUS, in pursuance, and under the 
| provisions, of ** The Bristol United Gaslight Company’s 
Act, 1853,” on Thursday, November 21, 1861, at One 
| for Two o’Clock precisely, at the Commercial Rooms, 
in the city of Bristol, 500 SHARES, of £20 each, of and 
| in the said Company, issued by them under the author- 
j ity of the 22d Section of the above Act. 
| The Shares will be Sold in Lots of Five each, and will 
|be converted, as early as possible, into the general 
| stock of the Company. 
| For Conditions of Sale, and any further particulars, 
|| apply to the AUCTIONEER, Clare Street, Bristol ; to the 
} | SECRETARY of the Company, Canon’s Marsh, Bristol; to 
|| LIONEL OLIVER Biae, Esq., Solicitor, Stephen Street, 
M. BritTaN and Sons, 
Solicitors, Albion Chambers, Bristol. 





|| Bristol; and to Messrs, 





| | 

| : 

] ANTED Immediately, by the 

I Advertiser, a situation as WORKING 
| MANAGER ofa Gas-work, where the annual make of gas 
is not less than 8 million cubic feet. Has had nearly 20 

| years practical experience with Clay and Iron Retorts 


||in his present situation as Manager, and is competent 


jand willing to see to the Laying of Main and Service- | 


Pipes, Meter Fixing, Inspecting, Repairing, &c. First- 
class References. 

| Address, “* X. Z.,” care of Mr. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 
|| Fleet Street, LoNDON, E.C, 





| for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
| may be executed in afew days. 


and Warranted. 


| British Association at Manchester, on 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING. 


WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


Vor. X. N? 236—13 Yzar.] LONDON, NOVEMBER 5, 1861. 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


OSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURM, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a PRIZE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
REToORTS and OTHER OBJECTs in FIRB CLay.”’ 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE, 

Coal and Coke Office, 
Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 





Shs y 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION, 





OHN RUSSELL 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 

WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 


Boilers. 
J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 


Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stockz, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 
N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 





| BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 


| Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 





Just published, 


()BSERVATIONS on the Paper read | 


by JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH, Esq., before the | 


THE MANCHESTER GAS-WORKS. 
Reprinted from the JouRNAL or GaAs LIGHTING, 
WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. } 
Price 3d. each, or 5s. per 25 copies. 
W. B.’ Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, LONDON. | 





| 


Subscription { 15s.in Advance ]DOUBLE Io. | 
per Ann. 2 18sCredit. Price 1s. 


CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with punctuality 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 


and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents = 
JAMES LAWRIE & Cv., 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 





| 


METROPOLIS GAS, 1850 to 1860. 
OR SALE, bound in Calf, 917 pages, 


price One Guinea, a few copies of Reports ot 
Pr dings in Parli t, and elsewhere, on Matters 
affecting the Supply of Gas in the Metropolis, viz. : || 
The Great CentraL Gas Consumers BILL, 1850; | 
The ARBITRATION BETWEEN MR. CROLL AND THE 
Company, 1857; The MARYLEBONE Gas CONSUMERS , 
CoMPANY’s BILL, 1859; Crty Gas Company’s BILL, 
Lords and Commons, 1859 ; and, The MRTROPOLIS Gas 
REGULATION BILL, Lords and Commons, 1860. | 
W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, Lonpon. | 














STATION-METERS, } 


ANTED, Second-hand Station- 
METERS (Parkinson’s make), to pass 2000 to 

10,000 feet per hour. i 
Apply to X. Y¥. Z., care of Mr. Kina, Publisher, 
JouRNAL OF Gas LIGHTING Office, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, LONDON, E.C. i 





WANTED, GAS-WORKS TO PURCHASE _i|§| 
OR LEASE. 


HE County and General Gas) 

CONSUMERS COMPANY (Limited) are desirous 

of purchasing or leasing GAS-WORKS on teal, 
terms, 

Application to be made to the Engineer of the Com. | 

pany, Mr. H. P. STEPHENSON, 58, PALL MALL, S.W. | 


T° Gas Companies desirous of altering | 
theirstock of Wet Gas-Meters, to meet the require- 
ments of Lord Redesdale’s Act. 

The Advertiser offers a simple and effectual plan, by 
which the chance of the lights being extinguished by 
any sudden increase of pressure is completely obviated . 

For terms and further information, address to J. J., 
65, St. Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N, 








THE 


| PATENT GLASS ENAMELLED AND GALVANIZED TUBES, 


| LAP-WELDED 


IMPERIAL 


| 

| (SUCCESSORS TO GEORGE B. LLOYD & CO.,) | 

| GAS STREET AND BERKLEY STREET, | 
| BIRMINGHAM, 
| Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Tubes and Fittings, 

| 


FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER. 


AND 


[RON TUBE 


IRON BOILER TUBES. 


COMPANY, | 








WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 


EstasLisHep 1840, 


JOHN EUNSON & SON, 


Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of Clay Retosris 


AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
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THREE 
MEDALS AWARDED TO 


THOMAS GLOVER’S 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS. 


LORD REDESDALE'S “SALE OF GAS ACT.” 








DRY METERS V£FERSUS WET METERS. 
LONDON, Febraary 25, 1861. 


Tuomas Grover begs to call the attention of Gas Companies and others to a few facts, which, if duly considered, must 
lead to most important conclusions :— 

1, That since Taomas Grover commenced to manufacture his Patent Dry Gas-Meters (which is now upwards of 15 
years), every Wet Meter Maker of any importance in England has been compelled to manufacture Dry Gas-Meters ; and in 
the Journat or Gas Licurtina, of date of 12th of February, 1861, Messrs. William Parkinson and Co., successors to the late 
Samuel Crossley, advertise that they “intend manufacturing Dry as well as” Wet Meters, and it is worthy of particular notice 
that they intend to do so “after 40 years experience in manufacturing Wet Gas-Meters of such a quality that has enabled 
them, as they say, to maintain a superiority over all other; and this, be it also particularly noticed, after they had advertised 
in the Jovrnat or Gas Licurine, January 29, 1861, “their improved low-spouted Gas-Meter with new patent float arrange- 
ment, which entirely overcomes the difficulty experienced by ordinary Wet Meter.” 


2. That it is quite consistent with Tuomas Giover’s knowledge that Wet Gas-Meters, called “ low-spouted e or “‘ com- 
pensating Wet Meters,” have already been proved to be incapable of continuous working or registration, and for this reason 
the manufacturers of these Meters have been induced to seek the repeal of Lord Redesdale’s (righteous) Sale of Gas Act. 


3. That every’year the Patent Dry Gas-Meter manufactured by Tuomas Grover has risen in favour with Gas Companies 
and Gas Consumers, placing him in the proud position of being the largest manufacturer of Gas-Meters in the country. 


Tuomas Grover guarantees his Patent Dry Gas-Meters to meet all the requirements of the “Sale of Gas Act,” to give 
accurate and unvarying registration with steady lights; and, from their peculiar construction, cannot be tampered with, and 
may be fixed in open situations even above or below the level of the lights. They work with less pressure than Wet Meters, 
and are not affected by the most severe frost. 


Tuomas Giover guarantees to uphold all Meters sold by him for 5 years free of expense to the purchaser, or for a 
trifling per centage per annum will contract with any Gas Company to uphold their Meters of his manufacture for a series of 
years ; and, at the conclusion of such contract, to leave the Meters all in perfect working order. 


N. B.—Agents in several parts of England are wanted. Apply by letter, or personally. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. 
Lstablishes 1816. 


PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 


“It is well known that in Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented - 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JournaL or Gas LicuTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
{{MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1861. 


NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 


Francx is now realizing the truth of the hunting phrase “ it is 
the pace that kills.” The Emperor undertook, ten years ago, 
to stamp every thing, and every place in France with the seal 
of his reign: foremost amongst his plans were public works, 
and foremost in public works were unproductive works. 
Paris was to be made, and has been made, the hand- 
somest new city in Europe. Broad streets, stately Boulevards, 
magnificent public buildings, parks, squares, fountains, were 
commenced and carried out like scenes in a pantomime, with- 
out allowing the Parisians to take breath as each successive 
marvel came into view. Paris, although the chief, was not 
the only, spot favoured by Imperial care and national expen- 
diture. Every town sent in its claims for a new street, a 
Boulevard, and many were gratified. Every ancient cathedral 
was put under a course of cleansing and restoration; every 
castle with any claims to historical interest, was renovated by 
Government architects and builders. We do not speak of 
other works connected with commerce or defence, because 
they are less within the limits of our literary range; but, we 
dwell especially on what are correctly termed unproductive 
works, When the canal Duke of Bridgewater brought 
down the surplus of his large income to £500 a year, he 
invested for the future, and sank income and capital in order 
that his successors might reap the fruits of his wise, yet lavish, 
expenditure ahundred fold. But, when a Duke of Chandos, or 
his successor, a Duke of Buckingham, or a Fonthill Beckford, 
spent millions on embellishing pleasure-grounds and gardens, 
in building vast palaces, and adorning galleries with fragile 








decorations, they produced a great sensation at the time; 
they were admired and praised, as much as the parsimonious 
Duke of Bridgewater was despised: but their memories are 
fast fading out of view, while that of the founder of our canal 
system is indelibly associated with the progress of British 
power. We do not mean that France generally, and Paris 
specially, will not eventually derive great advantage from the 
building mania of the age of Napoleon III.; but there are 
signs of the times, on the other side of the channel, which 
may well console us for not being under a rebuilding despot- 
ism. France is suffering. France finds money scarce and 
dear, and endures the pains that affected the close of King 
Hudson’s reign. The railway king, for a time, could give value 
to a branch line that led to nowhere in particular, and raise 
the value of two or three lines 50 per cent. by an amalgamation, 
none of which paid half the guarantee. But the time came 
when something more solid than patronage was required. 
For want of dividends, King Hudson was discrowned. 
France wants money to pay for corn, to pay for her army, and 
her fleet ; and finds the money she might have had, sunk not 
only on works which will pay in course of time, but on 
improvements that are no more profitable than the gravel 
walks, and lawns, and fountains, of Chiswick. 


We should like to see the Strand made as fine as the Rue 
de Rivoli; but we are not prepared to pay the price for it, 
either in taxes, or in a surrender of municipal power to an offi- 
cial irresponsible dictator. To reconcile the Parisians to the 
nursery discipline to which they are subjected, a French news- 
paper has been comparing the garden facilities of the poor of 
Paris to those of London, very much to the disadvantage of 
the latter; and the Morning Star, as a devoted admirer of 
imperialism, asks “‘ when we shall hate a municipality worthy 
of the name to establish new gardens and squares in London? 
Certainly not until a wall has been put round the metropolis, 
with Custom House officers at each gate. The French writer 
complains that the parochial authorities refused to open Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields Gardens to the poor, and that the gardens 
of Grosvenor, Belgrave, and similar squares, are the exclu- 
sive enjoyment of the wealthy. Such ignorance may be 
excused in a foreigner. Squares in this country are private 
speculations —not Government or municipal undertakings. 
The gardens are the private property of the inhabitants, 
who pay for keeping them in order. The opening of 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields rested not with the parish who asked for 
it, but with the owners of the houses on each side. But cer- 
tainly in Paris there is nothing that can be compared to the 
beauty, the extent, and freedom of our Hyde Park and Ken- 
sington Gardens, St. James’s and the Green Park, the Regent’s 
Park and Primrose Hill, all in the west; Victoria Park, in the 
east; Battersea Park, in the south, without counting such green 
spacesin the suburbs as Clapham, Wandsworth, and Wimbledon. 
It may not be generally known that Battersea Park rivals in 
picturesque landscape-gardening, in its pool and its flower-beds, 
any of the west-end parks, and that Victoria Park is not less 
carefully laid out and cultivated. In these two vast pleasure- 
grounds, in fine weather, tens of thousands of the working 
classes amuse themselves in an innocent but noisy manner that 
would drive a French policeman crazy, and bring a dozen 
French sentinels from their posts. The regulations are as few, 
and the interference of the keepers as slight as possible ; 
whereas, in the French public gardens, a thousand things that 
boys and men like to do are forbidden. But, there are two 
improvements needed in London: one is a park at the north 
side of London, beyond Islington, for those out of reach of 
Regent’s Park and Hampstead Heath, and the abolition of the 
toll over the new Pimlico Bridge in 1862. This toll is not 
levied on Sundays, and does not fall on those who arrive by 
that modern London blessing—the river steamboat; but it 
presses heavily on the Pimlico side of the river, and is unneces- 
sary, because the purpose for which it is levied might be better 
effected by selling the surplus land round Battersea Park for 
building purposes. This cannot be done until some plan of 
artificial drainage has been carried out. There are nearly a 
hundred acres which would afford agreeable sites for villas 
overlooking the park; but the foundations would be consi- 
derably below the level of the river. It is on one of the plots 
outside the cricket-grounds and ornamental beds that the 
Royal Agricultural Society is to hold its great show in 1862. 
As it is the wise custom of this society to begin their opera- 
tions by draining the show-ground, perhaps their advent during 
the Great Exhibition year may set an example, and stir up the 
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official authorities, to invest money in what would certainly be 
a profitable work. Pimlico, the child of the Cubitts, a fine 
town on the worst site in Europe, only asks for a dry resting- | 
place to extend and cross the Thames. 

The cheapness of money is producing the usual effects—a 
crop of companies favoured by the Limited Liability Act. One 
of the latest has been projected for purchasing, improving, and | 
reselling building estates in Paris. The success of such an 
undertaking depends entirely on the management. With a 
clever, competent, honest agent in Paris, the command of large 
funds, and English experience in draining and road-making, 
no doubt good profits are to be realized; but, except for 
raising money, the English board of directors, sitting in Lon- 
don, will be helpless and useless. They must make up their 
minds to pay liberally, and trust fully an agent who knows the 
language, the customs, and the laws of France, and has a 
practical acquaintance with building-land speculations. Many | 
boards delude themselves by passing resolutions, and fancying 
that they are doing real business. 

A company has also been projected for purchasing waste 
lands in England, and under the powers of the last Land 
Enclosure and Drainage Acts, converting them into farms, 
drained, fenced, and properly provided with buildings. It is | 
proposed to commence with 13,000 acres of Cannock Chase, 
in Staffordshire, one of the wildest spots in England; where, 
until very recently, wild deer and every kind of game abounded; 
and yet within reach of one of the densest populations in | 
England—the miners and ironworkers of the Black country. | 
Surrounded and intersected by railways and canals, connecting | 
it with Birmingham, Walsall, Wolverhampton, Stafford, and | 
‘all the parts that there adjacent lie,” the Cannock Chase 
includes tracts of lands superior to the ordinary wastes of 
England. ‘This fine land has been preserved to grow game 
instead of corn, until the necessities of the noble lord of the 
manor could no longer afford him so costly a luxury. This 
oasis of wild sports was first.tapped, about ten years ago, by | 
coal-mines, and canal and railway extensions to those mines: | 
the agricultural conquest has followed. The company pro- 
poses to follow up its first purchase by others. In this case, 
too, the success of the speculation will turn on judicious 
management. We do not see the name of any one of esta- 
blished agricultural reputation on the direction. Boards and | 
architects together are very apt to please their fancy in brick 
and stone, at the expense of the shareholders pockets— 
there is something so pleasing in handsome, complete designs. 
We scarcely ever saw a plan prepared for the farm buildings | 
of a wealthy man that was not twice as expensive as it need 
have been. 

The introduction of steam cultivation has certainly made an 
opening for the profitable investment of a very large capital, 
in what was previously the least valuable class of land—retentive 
clays. These, drained, levelled, disembarrassed of superfluous 
fences, provided with roads and suitable farm-buildings, under 
the guidance of a man who combines practice with a taste for 
progress, will be increased 50 per cent. in value. But mere 
money and enthusiam, with the smattering of knowledge that 
makes aldermen stare aud great farmers laugh, will soon sink 
a hundred thousand pounds in bricks and tiles, and useless 
labour, never to be dug up again. 

The Times, for want, we presume, of some better subject, 
has been inserting the letters of an ex-East-Indian merchant in 
| Paris, who is alarmed lest all the benefits of the French treaty 
‘should be lost by the roguery of French shopkeepers and the 
|Supineness of English manufacturers. We take it that this is 
|all nonsense, although the facts may be stated correctly. Like 
| water, supply and demand in money matters always find their 
‘level. The same complaints were heard, the same tricks 
played, by a low class of shopkeepers in England, when our 

ports were first opened to French goods. For instance, many 
a victim groaned in Northamptonshire boots, after he thought 
jhe had bought real French. But we may safely leave our own 
| commercial travellers and the commis voyageurs to settle be- 
, tween them the exchange of French money for English goods. 
The leading French silk, riband, velvet, lace, and glove manu- 
facturers, have either agents here, or relatives established in 
| English houses. French shopkeepers are not sufficiently 
|patriotic to injure sales and disappoint their customers, in 
‘order to serve German or French manufacturers. A small 


| : , 
jarmy of English commercial travellers, sharpened by the com- 
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/ the South American Pampas, for the Cuban planter, the 


| sition do not seem to be always well selected; and a) 


| require full investigation. 





‘mission system, will, within twelve months, master all the 
|details of weights, measures, and tariffs. In Leeds and Man- 
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chester, we have seen piles of goods, of special patterns, mea- 
sures, and materials, that are never sold in England, packed 
for foreign markets. They are prepared for the horsemen of 





Chinese, and the many tribes of India. Depend upon it, the 
British spirit of trade will not find the ways of the French 
more difficult to master than those of the Spanish creole, 
Buenos Ayrean Ranchero, the Hindoo pedlar, or the Parsee|| 
merchant. But an intelligent Englishman, familiar with 
French, full of zeal for free trade, and knowing nothing of 
retail trade, hears a great deal of gossip on the inevitable 
blunders of a commercial opening, and so writes to the Times, 
In twelve months, without any extraordinary effort, the new 
trade will right itself. The same difficulties and the same 
complaints arose when, in 1856-7, the Emperor lowered the 
duties on agricultural implements. More than one of our 
principal manufacturers retired from the direct trade in dis- 
gust; but, at present, the routine for importing into France 
a plough or a drill is fully settled. It is the interest of the} 
French Government to establish a large trade, because only a| 
large trade can produce a large revenue; therefore, very soon, 
the word of command from Paris will make the Customs officers | 
willing, if not civil—and competition will do the rest. | 


The improvement of our artillery continues to interest men) 
of science, as well as soldiers and sailors. Prominence has) 
been given to certain articles in the Mechanics Magazine, | 
severely criticizing, and bitterly attacking, both Sir William) 
Armstrong and Mr. Whitworth. Such discussions are essen-| 








_tial in a country like this, where all great official reforms} 


must be carried out under the pressure and influence of public! 
opinion ; but it is rather curious that so much attention should | 
have been paid to the statements of the Mechanics Magazine. | 
The Mechanics Magazine is of old date, and very ably con-| 
ducted ; but, it is no secret that it is the property of a patent) 
agent, and that it has no claim to the character of an inde-| 
pendent scientific journal. The proprietor’s clients include, 
rivals of Sir William Armstrong and Mr. Whitworth; and, in) 
the pages of the Magazine, they are allowed to attack their! 
rivals, if not to praise themselves. Nothing has been recently | 
urged against the Armstrong gun, that was not fully stated in| 
the discussion last year at the Institution of Civil Engineers, | 
and more or less successfully answered. No candid ee 
can dispute that Sir William Armstrong at the head of the 
artillery manufacture is a great step in advance over the system | 
he superseded—a system under which men, whose duty it was 
to use guns, were expected, without any practical training,| 
to make them. Of course, Sir William Armstrong in power is| 
a proper subject for the criticism of the opposition, who) 
naturally desire to displace him. The facts of the oppo- | 
Captain Hodgson, reported to be nearly killed by the, 
blowing out of one of Armstrong’s vent-pieces, writes) 
to deny the statement, and give Sir William Armstrong) 
the benefit of his support. The objection by Mr. Whitworth | 
to the cost of the Armstrong missiles is more grave, and will | 
Mr. Whitworth, whose health has 
unfortunately prevented him from continuing his artillery 
experiments, during the last twelvemonths, has recently ex- 
plained his views in a letter to the Times, of which the follow- 
ing are the principal points :—It is not true that his gun of 5} 
inch bore has failed. Although it has been in use a year and 
a half, and the inner cylinder has been cracked from a 
charge of shot not being driven down, the attempts to burst 
it have failed. The problem is, he says, to manufacture an 
homogeneous gun metal of the right temper. He observes, 
that if the steel of a sword be too hard it breaks; if too soft, it 
bends, and remains bent; but, if of the right temper, it is 
strong yet flexible. He considers that for field and marine use, 
muzzle-loaders are preferable to breach-loaders, and his guns 
may be either loaded at the breach or at the muzzle. ‘That 
the plan of rifling brass guns, which he carried out for the 
Government, has been too hastily given up, and that it affords 
an economical means of producing a great number of effective 
guns. He claims advantages on the score of economy of his 
missiles over those of the Armstrong guns, the lead-coated 
balls, costing six times as much as his simple polygonal shot. 
We cannot help observing that the opponents of Sir William 
Armstrong and Mr. Whitworth, show extremely bad taste, 
and do no good to themselves, by imputing the lowest, basest 
motives to those distinguished gentlemen. It is no shame to 
try to make money by inventions in this commercial country ; 


















































tives than mere thirst for profits, and the parties who fling 
their imputations would certainly not be content with empty 
glory. We are glad to hear that Mr. Bashley Britten, to 


metal coating to cannon-balls is due, although he has received 


method, has recently completed several profitable contracts 
with foreign powers. We hope the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, will return to the subject of improvements in the 
manufacture and performance of artillery, so that we shall be 
able to dismiss rumours for well authenticated facts. 

The people on the Surrey side of the Thames continue very 


ment, or even design, of a south-side embankment. The 
Metropolitan Board of Works have been compelled to take a 
secondary position in the construction of the northern embank- 
ment. Why do not they take time by the forelock, and initiate 
a scheme for the scuth side? Let them settle what they re- 
quire, and then offer its execution for competition to the rail- 
way companies. We hear, on reliable authority, that tenders 
might be obtained for executing the south-side embankment 
without any cost whatever to the public. Let some of the 
busy, ambitious manufacturers of Lambeth take up this idea: it 
may turn out a straight and honourable road to Parliament ! 


A parochial organ has taken exception to our description of 
the present condition of rural education, and our advocacy of 
the necessity of a change in the system of Government assist- 
ance. One fact is worth a column of a priori arguments. 
At present, the inspected schoolmaster or schoolmistress is 
judged and rewarded by his or her first class, without reference 
to the general condition of the school. Of course, this holds 
out an almost irresistible temptation to the teacher to “ force ”’ 
the first class, and neglect the rest; to coax the clever one of 
the first class to remain at school as long as possible, and 
forget whether the little dull ones of the lower forms can or 
cannot read and write. It is better that fifty children should 
learn to read, so as to enjoy reading, and to write, so that they 
really write a letter of love or business, than that four prodigies 
should be produced, while the remaining forty-six only make 
blots, and stammer at words of three syllables. A Lancashire 
farmer, on being complimented on the cleverness of his boy, 


mean him to have a quarter’s Latin, and that will finish him.” 
The objection is not to a boy, with a talent for languages, learn- 
ing Latin, but to the quarter wasted in not learning anything. 

The Presse Scientifique des Deux Mondes does us the honour 
of translating in full our notes on the French protests against 
the system of medals adopted by the commissioners for the Ex- 
hibition of 1862, and the insufficiency of the space awarded to 


entirely—‘* We understand a system under which there shall 
be neither judges nor prizes, but committees for the purpose 
of making reports on any articles worthy of special notice ; 
but the bastard system of giving every one a medal of the 
same value, and that a sort of counter not even of any intrinsic 
value, is a compromise which we consider very inconsistent, 
and which many French manufacturers cannot understand.” 


eminent English manufacturers will entirely agree with him, 
as we do ourselves. The editor is mistaken in thinking that 
we undervalue the decisions of the French juries at the Inter- 
national Exhibitions in Paris, in 1855-1856, because the 
English were beaten in certain classes; on the contrary, our 
nation brought back at least as many medals of gold and sil- 
ver as it deserved; but we have the unanimous testimony of 
manufacturers, who carried off the gold medals, that the trials 
of machinery, as a test of merit, were even more ridiculous 
than those of the Royal Agricultural Society, and that is say- 
ing agreat deal. If M. Barral, who seems to read our *‘ Notes” 
regularly, will look back over our series of notes for this year, 
he will see that our objections to the prize system are not of 
to-day, but have been raised at still greater length, in reference 
to the trials of the Royal Agricultural Society. We maintain 
that, with very rare exceptions, it is impossible either to find 
the men fit to be judges, or the time to try machinery, or to 
lay down and bring out the points which constitute superior 
excellence in any article of manufacture. For instance, a 
razor is required to shave; it may be handsome, well 








finished, of beautiful steel, apparently, but nothing less than 


We can assure the editor of the Presse Scientifique that most | 
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but, there is no doubt, that both are actuated by higher mo- | 


whom the credit of having first successfully applied a soft-_ 


no compensation from our own Government for the use of his | 


naturally to grumble, because, under present arrangements, 
they will have to wait an indefinite time for the commence- | 


replied, “‘ Yes, he’s a clever chap; and, after Christmas, I | 


France. M. Barral says, and here we agree with him | 


| was first colonized by an association of Scotch Free Church- 


| tures which were the foundation of the colony. The following 


| 30th ult. :-— 





a month’s trial will show whether it is a good razor 
or not. M. Barral is an agriculturist; does he not 
find it curious that, in England, English ploughs, in Scotland, 
Scotch ploughs, and in France, French ploughs, are almost 
always placed first in competition? Nay, more, in Kent, with 
four judges on a plough trial, the two Kent men divided 
against the two northern men on the merits of the old Kentish 
plough. M. Barral is quite right in saying that the English 
manufacturers, who have won prizes, use them largely for adver- 
tising purposes; no doubt of it, and a great abuse itis. In 
a word, the prize system is a delusion and a snare, whether in 
France or England, carried on principally for the honour and 
18 — : 

glory of officials or amateurs, who have no practical know- 
ledge of the articles submitted to them; these articles being 
often made to win prizes, not to sell nor use, and about as 
useful as a thoroughbred in a brewer's dray. 

As to the question of space, we know that two or three 
English mechanical manufacturers applied for the whole of it. 
Here are the remarks of the Society of Arts, the official 
journal of the Exhibition commissioners, On the 11th of 
October, the journal says :— 

The demands for space have now all been received, and amount, probably, 
to 10,000. In the course of this week will be known the whole amount of 
space which has been applied for, and which cannot be less than six times 
that at the disposal of Her Majesty’s Commissioners. It is obvious that the 
space applied for, being so much greater than that which can be allotted, the 
different committees will have to exercise great discretion in the manner in 
which they apportion the space intrusted to them. It will be their duty first 
to expunge from the lists applications made for objects which have no in- 
terest in an industrial exhibition, or which do not fairly represent the in- 
dustry of the country. Many intending exhibitors, under the idea that the 
space allotted to them will be in proportion to that demanded, have applied 
for a quantity far in excess of their actual requirements. These demands 
give no title whatever to any space, and it will be for the committees to see 
that those who may be entitled to space have no more than is absolutely 
sufficient to meet their fair necessities. 


And, on the 23rd of October :— 

The secretary-general of the French commission has been in England 
during the past week, and still asks for more space to satisfy the wants of the 
French exhibitors. The quantity now allotted to France is 152,000 square 
feet, as against 119,000 occupied by that country in 1851; but M. Le Play is 
authorized by his commission to press a claim for 45,000 more. It is evident 
that Her Majesty’s Commissioners, with their limited resources, can scarcely 
comply with this demand. Nearly one-third of the space apportioned to 
foreign countries has been assigned to French exhibitors; and, although that 
amount may be increased by handing over to them portions which others are 
unable to fill, anything like the increase which they contemplate is out of 
the question. The great firm of Messrs. Cail have demanded as much space 
as could be afforded to all the exhibitors of French machinery. 

We must not be surprised that the constant commercial 
good fortune of the Anglo-Saxon race produces feelings of 
envy amongst less fortunate nations. The discovery of the 
gold-fields of California were succeeded by those of Australia ; 
then Vancouver’s Island—or, as it is sometimes called, British 
Columbia, put in successful claims to gold-digging coloniza- 
tion ; more recently, authentic reports were received from the 
Government geologists of the British North American pro- 
vinces of a new competition for gold colonization in Nova 
Scotia. The last mails from Otago, in New Zealand, which 


men, announce that gold-fields have been added to the pas- 


are extracts from letters addressed to friends in Edinburgh, 
which appeared in the Norih British Agriculturist of the 








The gold-field that I mentioned in my last has turned out a great reality, 
and about 6000 ounces of the precious metal have been lodged in the banks 
at Dunedin; and there is supposed to be, at the present time, as much more | 
in the hands of the diggers on the Tuapeka. The most decided proof of this | | 
field being a lucrative one is the fact that the Government have raised all | | 
salaries below £200, 25 per cent. Asan offset, however, to this rise, pro- || 
visions have gone up. Beef and mutton, which formerly sold at 6d. and 74d. | | 
per pound, are now 10d. and 11d.; and bread, 1s. 2d. per loaf. Firewood, ! | 
which could have been purchased last month for 25s. « cord, is now at £3. || 


Another correspondent writes :— 


Iam sorry to say that a valuable geld-field has been discovered lately 
within forty miles of this. The consequence is, that within a fortnight 
every man has left this neighbourhood ; Dunedin is completely deserted of 
the male sex—nobody left but women; builocks, horses, carts, drays, and || 
sledges, all gone; clerks in offices, like fools, have gone. 1 took a ride the 
other day to the gold-diggings, to see what sort of a thing it was. Found it 
forty-five miles, which I did without once drawing bridle, across sheep-runs ; 
neither houses nor fences to stop a gallop. Found a valley, about five miles 
long and narrow, through which a stream flowed, occupied by the white 
tents of the diggers; found many friends there at work; slept two nights 
inatent. I washed outa little gold from a hole. One thousand people 
there; the road like a fair; all flocking to the gold. 


The writer, with not unnatural selfishness, goes on to deplore 
the probable arrival of bad characters from Melbourne; but, 
as bad characters must live somewhere, they cannot be better 
placed than amongst good people, who will be likely either to 
punish or convert them. How strange itis that all the modern 
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gold-fields should become instruments of colonization in the 
hands of the English speaking race ! 

A lately-published French pamphlet proposes to take pos- 
session of Madagascar. It would be very much for the benefit 
of the western world, if France would undertake the conquest 
of that great and rich island. For at least half a century, it 
would be a safety-valve for the restless spirits who now find 
nothing better to do than to become Zouaves, or write war 
pamphlets. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tx obstructions offered to the operation of the Sale of Gas 
Act, are not confined to the delays of the “ circumlocution 
office,” to the prejudices of county magistrates, nor to the 
ignorance and self-seeking of individuals, for it now appears 
that many of the boroughs which have adopted the Act, have 
done so, not with the view of carrying out its provisions ; but, 
merely for the purpose of preventing the interference of the 
county justices with their municipal prerogatives. Jn several 
places the town councils, though nominally adopting the Act, 
have neglected to appoint inspectors, and some of them have 
made a pretence to comply with its provisions, by appointing 
“dummies” to represent inspectors, at salaries varying from 
half a crown to five pounds per annum, without providing the 
requisite instruments for testing and stamping! We have re- 
ceived many inguiries whether unstamped meters may, under 
such circumstances, be fixed without incurring the penalties 
prescribed by the 18th section of the Act, to all which in- 
quiries we have replied, that the persons fixing unstamped 
meters for use in those towns vo render themselves liable to a 
penalty of £5 for every meter so fixed. This vexatious pre- 
tence of adopting the Sale of Gas Act, will have the effect, in 
the present dearth of stamped meters, of suspending the supply 
of gas by meter to new customers in towns thus circumstanced, 
and it will stop the supply to those consumers whose meters 
require to be taken down for repairs. This state of things 
cannot continue, for even the most obtuse of local authorities 
must soon perceive the great inconvenience it will occasion. 
We have been asked, how, in the meantime, relief is to be 
speedily obtained ?—and we willingly comply with the request. 
The steps to be taken in places where town councils have 
adopted the Act, yet neglected to appoint inspectors, are 
different from those to be adopted in the towns where in- 
spectors have been appointed, but where no _ instruments 
have been provided to enable them to discharge their duties. 
In the former case, the remedy is an application to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench for a mandamus, ordering the town council to 
appoint an inspector, and to provide him with the requisite 
apparatus. The town council can have no lawful excuse for 
not having done so, and must submit to the judgment of the 
court, and pay the costs. One application to the Court of 
Queen’s Bench would probably be sufficient to teach the local 
authorities in all those towns, that the crafty device to evade 
carrying out the provisions of the Sale of Gas Act is as useless 
as it is annoying and unworthy. In the other case, the remedy 
is pointed out in the 11th section of the Act. Any meters 
which the owners may wish to have tested should be sent to 
the inspector appointed under the Act, with a request, in 
writing, that he will forthwith test them, and stamp them if 
found to be correct. On his refusing or neglecting to do so 
for three days, he renders himself liable to a penalty of £5 for 
each meter, which penalty may be recovered by summoning 
him before the borough justices. The inspector would pro- 
bably attempt to evade the penalty by pleading that he had a 
“lawful excuse,” the excuse being that he was not provided 
with the proper instruments; but, such a defence would not 
avail him, as it would be his duty to endeavour to obtain them ; 
or, in the event of not being able to procure the necessary in- 
struments, to resign the office of inspector. We reprint that 
section of the Act, as it is probable it may be resorted to in 
several places to compel the public authorities to discharge the 
duties they have undertaken :— 

XI. In case any inspector of meters shall stamp any meter without duly 
testing and finding the same to be correct, or shall refuse, or, for three days 
after being so required under the provisions of this Act, neglect, without 
lawful excuse, to test any meter, or to stamp any meter found to be correct 
on being so tested, or shall be guilty of a breach of any duty imposed upon 
him by this Act, or shail otherwise misconduct himself in the execution of 


his office, every such offender shall, upon conviction, forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding five pounds for every such offence, 








In the metropolis, the carrying out of the provisions of the 





Sale of Gas Act is giving rise to a complication of legal 
difficulties. The Metropolitan Board of Works have obtained 
an opinion from the Attorney-General, to the effect that the 
appointment of meter inspector in the City of London is 
vested in the Board by the Act of last session for amending 
the Metropolis Gas Act. The City authorities have, we be- 
lieve, obtained an opinion of equal legal authority, that the 
appointment remains with the Justices of the City of London; 
so that the Court of Queen’s Bench must be called on to 
decide the question of patronage. Should the decision be in 
favour of the Board of Works, it will occasion a vast amount 
of perplexity and obstruction to business; for all the meters 
stamped by the inspector appointed by the City Justices will 
have to be tested again and restamped, and the persons who 
have fixed meters pronounced to have been illegally stamped 
may be liable to heavy penalties. Whilst the Board of Works || 
are thus striving to undo all that has been done in stamping}, 
meters in the City, their own meter inspectors have been de- 
layed from commencing operations by the interference of red 
tape. A temporary building of corrugated iron, lined with 
wood, has been erected on the vacant piece of ground at the 
top of St. Martin’s Lane; and, if due diligence had been used 
in preparing and arranging the instruments, it might have}! 
been quite ready ten days ago. But the employment of work- |, 
men who have no special experience in the work, and the 
meddling interference of persons who are not practically ac- 
quainted with the testing of meters, have caused the loss of 
precious time, and the squandering of much money. The in- 
spectors have, since their appointment on the 4th of October, 
been merely lookers-on at the preparations making by the’ 
Board for setting them to work, though beset by crowds of| 
applicants anxious for a commencement of their labours. It} 
does not appear that any arrangements have yet been made| 
respecting the number or the situations of the permanent dis- | 
trict offices. The Board are seeking for information from the | 
meter makers as to the probable numbers they shall require to| 
be stamped—a kind of inquisition into the extent of their, 
business that is not very popular, and is calculated to provoke| 
answers on which it would not be desirable to found a segue | 
tical return of the number of meters manufactured. We cer- 

tainly cannot compliment the Board on the measures they | 
have recently taken to carry the Sale of Gas Act into opera-| 
tion in the metropolis ; but it is to be hoped that the inspectors, 
who were to commence their operations to-day, will make up,| 
by increased activity, for the delay that has occurred. 

At Dover, also, where the Act has been adopted, a difficulty 
has arisen from the introduction, into the special Act of the| 
Dover Gas Company, obtained in 1860, of a proviso, giving) 
the company a veto on the meters that consumers may wish to 
use. It is contended by the company that the more recent 
Act overrides the Sale of Gas Act, passed the previous year,) 
which expressly enacts that ‘‘ Every consumer of gas may pur- 
chase and use, for the measurement of the gas supplied to him, 
any meter duly stamped under the authority of this Act.”|| 
Such a difficulty could not have arisen had there been a proper|| 
supervision of the crude mass of contradictory legislation con-| | 
tained in private Acts of Parliament; and it is to be regretted |) 
that the question should have been raised, for we have no doubt | 
the general Act will be held to override the special one, and || 
that the veto claimed cannot be enforced. 

The costs incurred in obtaining the Metropolis Gas Act are 
not yet paid, and the dispute respecting them will probably || 
not be settled without litigation. At the last meeting of the|| 
Board of Works, a report was read from their solicitor, stating 
that an action had been commenced against the Board, at the) | 
suit of Mr. Wyatt, the parliamentary agent, for the recovery |, 
of his taxed costs. The substantial question in dispute we be- || 
lieve to be, whether the money advanced by the parishes to- 
wards payment of the expenses shall be returned to them, or 
whether it shall be applied to the liquidation of the preliminary 
expenses of agitating the question of the supply of gas to the 
metropolis, before the introduction of the bill into Parliament 
—which expenses were not allowed in Mr. Beal’s account. A 
writ has been issued, and a declaration has been filed, to which 
a special plea is to be put in, by the advice of counsel, and the 
action will probably come on for trial in the sittings after 
term. 

The ferment in the City, caused by the equalization of the 
price of gas to that charged in other parts of the metropolis, 
has continued with unabated commotion, but there are symp- 
toms of its approaching subsidence, to which most desirable 
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consummation the bold and able manner in which the chair- 
man of the Great Central Company has confronted and replied 
to the agitators will no doubt greatly contribute. At the last 
meeting of the Commissioners of Sewers, when a petition was 
presented from the ward of Bishopsgate, principally directed 
against the Great Central Company, and again at the half- 
yearly meeting of that company—full reports of which meet- 
ings will be found in another part of our present number—Mr. 
Dakin had good opportunities for answering the charges made 
against his company of want of faith and of treachery. He 
adroitly took advantage of Mr. Alderman Copeland’s hobby— 
of manufacturing gas at the pit’s mouth, and of thus extermi- 
nating all existing gas companies—to point out the unfairness 
of limiting the dividends on property exposed to such risks to 
the ordinary rate of interest derived from money in the funds ; 
and the fall on the value of gas shares by the exhibition of the 
electric light at Charing Cross, and the more recent serious 
loss by the fire in Wood Street, were also mentioned, to show 
that the dividend of 10 per cent. authorized by Parliament is 
only a reasonable remuneration for the risks incurred. It was, 
he contended, as much a part of the arrangement, when the 
Great Central Company’s Act was passed, that they should 
receive 10 per cent. dividends, as that they should supply gas 
for 4s. per 1000 feet; that the latter part of the arrangement 
the company had fulfilled far beyond the requirements of their 
Act, and they were now, and had been for some years past, 
suffering in deficiency of dividends from having to compensate 
their contractor for the extra illuminating power of the gas 
they had supplied. He showed that, according to the lowest 
estimate, the money value of the additional illuminating power 
the company is required to supply by the Metropolis Gas Act 
exceeds the advance of price, whilst the supply of meters, rent 
free, occasions « loss to the company of £2000 per annum. 
Mr. Dakin took occasion also to administer a well-timed 
rebuke to the ‘professional agitators,” by whom the 
clamour against the Great Central Company has been 
raised ; and he observed that the period at which it would 
be possible to reduce the price would be prolonged by in- 
volving the company in further expenses in defence of their 
rights. His powerful vindications of the conduct of the 
directors of the Great Central Company are quietly working 
their way among the citizens ; and, in spite of the threats of 
continued agitation, and of exclusive dealing until the notice of 
the advance of price is withdrawn, there is reason to believe 
that the “‘ professional agitators ” will not be able to keep up 
the excitement against the City gas companies much longer. 
Mr. Dakin did not give encouragement to the hope of a speedy 
return to the former price. If the reduction is not to be made 
until the shareholders of the Great Central have received 10 
per cent. on the current year, and made up 10 per cent. on 
the six years previous, besides securing a reserve-fund of 
£20,000, we fear that not many of the existing consumers of 
gas in the City will live to see the revival of 4s. gas; and, as 
they have for eleven years enjoyed the privilege of a much 
cheaper supply than the consumers in other parts of the metro- 
polis, they must be content to see the tables reversed, and to 
pay for a time a higher price than their neighbours. 


The proceedings at the meeting of the Commissioners of 
Sewers were varied by a declaration of old-school prejudices, 
that is not often heard at the present day. We occasionally 
hear abuse of railways, of the electric telegraph, and of gas 
lighting; but it is seldom that such opinions are openly 
expressed, and still less in terms of such hearty dislike as by Mr. 
Elliott, at the meeting of the Commissioners of Sewers. It 
seems like retrograding half a century to hear it said that, 
“the more abundant and cheap they made a pestilent and 
poisonous thing like gas, the more injury would be done to 
the public health.” He, therefore, advocated the advance of 
price in the City, and hoped to see it raised to 5s. 6d. per 
1000 feet. On that ground, and also on the ground that it 
was fair to charge a higher price for a better article, he defended 
the conduct of the Great Central Company. Mr. Elliott, who 
had previously been a strong opponent of that company be- 
cause it reduced the price of gas, now, consistently with his 
principles, becomes its advocate because it has advanced the 
price. It may be questioned whether Mr. Dakin would feel 
gratified by such advocacy at the present time. 

If we may judge from the reports in the Scotch papers, the 
cry of ‘ Flintoff is coming!” creates as much sensation in the 
towns far north as the cry of the ‘“ Campbells are coming!” 








did in the beleaguered garrison of Lucknow. At Alyth, 
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Blairgowrie, Forfar, and several other places, the cry has been 
raised, and, in some of them, the gas companies have sur- 
rendered at the sound, and lowered their standards—of price. 
We have no sympathy for gas companies who can be thus 
frightened into making reductions in their charges, nor, on 
the other hand, with such as require the constraint of fear, 
before they make such reductions as their condition en-| 
ables them fairly to do. It must be admitted that some| 
of the towns in the north of Scotland present fruitful 
fields for Mr. Flintoff’s labours. Such prices as 10s., and 
8s. 4d. per 1000 feet afford ample work for his pruning-knife, 
and give him fair opportunity for contrasting the price at which 
gas can be manufactured with the price at which it is sold. 
At Blairgowrie, one of the directors of the gas company ven- 
tured to reply to Mr. Flintoff’s assertions, and the personal 
abuse with which he was assailed by the lecturer may serve as 
a caution against entering the arena of controversy with such 
an antagonist. It is not pleasant, in a public meeting, to be 
charged with “want of brains,” with ‘ incompetency,” and 
with being ‘‘ so raw as not to know what to do with the raw 
material ;” yet these were only a few of the personalities to 
which the director was subjected ; and they were, indeed, too 
strong to be relished even by the audience Mr. Flintoff had 
collected together. It may be, that the indulgence in strong 
expressions tends to diminish his success, for he does not reap 
such a harvest as he might be expected to do in the north. 
Though fortune smiles upon him at the commencement of his 
labours, he somehow ends by achieving nothing; and the re- 
putation he leaves behind him falls far short of his heralded 
renown. 

It appears from the Edinburgh papers, that Mr. Flintoff con- 
trived to quarrel with Mr. Macnish, who was his staunch sup- 
porter,and the chairman of his meetings at Edinburgh and Leith. 
A paper war is waging between them, wherein they discharge some 
choice epithets at each other, more suited to the vocabulary 
of Billingsgate than the diction of modern Athens. The fund 
subscribed for the establishment of a consumers company in 
Edinburgh, it may be remembered, amounted to £27, and the 
disposal of that fund is the cause of the war. The committee 
of the Edinburgh town council, to whom, during Mr. Flintoff’s 
agitation in that city, the consideration of the price and quality 
of the gas was referred, made a report at the last meeting of 
the council, which does not bear out his assertions respecting 
the extraordinary thinness of the gas; with respect to the 
public lamps, the committee reported that it does not appear 
expedient that any reduction in the charge for gas should be | 
required. When we turn from Edinburgh to Dundee, at which | 
town Mr. Flintoff has now fixed his head-quarters, we perceive | 








indications of his declining popularity even there. A letter has |’ 


been published in a Dundee paper, addressed to an inhabitant of | 


that town by Mr. Unwin,the managing director of the Sheffield || 


Gas Company, which deals a heavy blow at Mr. Flintoff, from 
the effects of which he can scarcely recover. It gives a damning 
account of the results of his gas engineering and management 
in that town, which more than confirms the statements we have 
previously published, and which Mr. Flintoff has denied. We 
were not before aware that the much-vaunted testimonial of 
the people of Sheffield was merely compensation money, given 
by the company, for the loss of his situation when the works 
were sold. The history of the ill-fated Sheffield Gas Con- 
sumers Company is so graphically told in Mr. Unwin’s letter, 
that we copy it entire, as a caution to those who might be in- 
clined to believe Mr. Flintoff’s account of his own achieve- 
ments in that town. It cannot fail to damp the ardour of his 
admiring friends in Dundee. 
Sheffield United Gaslight Company's Office, 19, Shude Hitt, 
Oct. 18, 1861. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, I beg to say that I have read with 
some interest the newspaper you sent me, containing a report of statements 
made by Mr. Flintoff at a meeting held in Dundee last Monday. 

I observe he says the company which he established in Sheffield “ was 
not only a successful undertaking, but, from the day that it was framed, 
the proprietors had the maximum dividend of 8 per cent.” 

My answer to this is, that the company was formed in the latter of 
1851—the first call for money made payable on the 5th of April, 1852, and 
the last on the 10th of October, 1853. The paid-up capital (prior to our 
taking to them in June, 1855) was £49,080; and, to clear off their debts, a 
further call of 11s. 4d. per share was made, which produced £5562. 8s., 
making a total of £54,642. This £54,642, on the merging of their company 
into ours, was called £39,264, and it is upon this latter sum the maximum 
dividend is now paid by us. ‘The first dividend which was ever = 7 
the £54,642, or any part thereof, was paid by us on the Ist of May, 1856, 
four years after the first call was paid. In the £54,642, there is an item of 
£7079 charged for law, parliamentary, and travelling expenses. 

The company commenced selling gas in May, 1853, and ceased, on our 
taking to their works, on the 30th of June, 1855. The first year and two 
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without paying either dividend or interest on money borrowed. The next 
half year, they sold gas at 4s. per 1000 feet, and made a loss of £15. 0s. 3d.; 
and the last half year, they sold at the same price, and made a profit of 
£304. 6s. 11d., at which time the works were handed over to us in a dilapi- 
dated state. Thus, in two years and two months working, the balance of 
loss amounted to £1596. 3s. 4d., and no dividend paid. The entire £54,642 
was expended under Mr. Flintoff’s superintendence. 

When we took to the works, there were two gasholders upon the ground, 
but neither of them would work, so we broke them up, and sold them as old 
iron. The tanks in which they were placed were so leaky that we 
destroyed them; and the other parts of the works which have not been 
already remodelled, will have to be before they can be used (which, by-the- 
bye, to this day have remained unoccupied); and all the pipes in the streets 
we took up and relaid; so that, in fact, although we gave only £39,264 for 
what cost them £54,642, it was £39,264 more than the works were worth 
to us. 

Further on, he says—“ The people presented him with a public testi- 
monial in the shape of a purse of 300 guineas.” The fact is,a sum of money 
was given to him by his directors, as compensation for loss of office when 
we took possession of the works; which was the only testimonial I ever 
heard of, except through him. 

He says, we were selling g 
Sheffield. This is also untrue. 
long before he was heard of. 

The balance-sheet of his company, published in the JouRNAL or GAs 
LIGHTING on the 12th of May, 1857, is a correct copy of the one signed by 
his chairman. 

Lastly, he says—* When he left the town of Sheffield, in 1854, the saving 
effected was upwards of £14,000 a year.” My answer to this is, that there 
is not a man in Shefiield of position or standing, who will say he has 
effected any saving whatsoever. 
gas consumers of Sheffield could, by a subscription of £50,000, have kept 
him away, they would have been gainers by the payment of it. 

You are at liberty to make what use you think proper of this letter. 

I am, dear sir, yours faithfully, E. Unwin, 
Managing Director of the Gas Company, Sheffield 


as at 5s. 10d. per 1000 feet when he came to 
Our maximum charge was reduced to ds. 





CorrespondDenee. 


DR. J. NORTHCOTE VINEN ON THE SURREY CON- 
SUMERS COMPANY’S GAS. 
Srr,— Will you have the goodness to insert the following corre- 
spondence in your next ? J. Nortucote VINEN. 
Church Row, St. John’s Southwark, Nov. 2, 1861. 


October 16th, 1861. 


you state that Mr. Warington reported the minimum light of the Surrey Con- 


being below 12, and once as being only 10°80 candles. 

It is quite correct that, at the time to which you refer, I reported the light to be 
equal to only 10°80 candles ; but, you omitted to state, that this was the average of 
four observations made during the same week, the maximum light being 11°93, the 
minimum 9°85 candles. 


| patent to every one. a 

| Now, I wish to explain where I believe the difference to arise between Mr. 
| Warington’s reports and mine. My observations are made from the light given by 
the requirements of the Act of Parliament, whilst the burner used by Mr. Waring- 
ton at the testing-room provided by the company, is an argand lava-burner, manu- 
factured, I believe, by Sugg, of Westminster, which contains some modifications of 


power even from an inferior gas. 

On directing the use of an argand burner, the Legislature obviously had reference 
to that in common, ordinary use, and aot to any novel or theoretical invention, 
however superior this might be. 

I am glad to find the illuminating power of the gas has lately increased; it now 
exceeds the parliamentary standard. ‘The pressure is also higher, and the gas seems 
to be free from ammonia. ‘This is a state so satisfactory that I cannot but express 
my desire for its continuance. 

I may mention, that I purpose sending a copy of this for publication, 2s well as to 
the chairman of the company.—I am, Xc., 


A. A. Croll, Esq. J. NorTucoTe VINEN. 


10, Coleman Strect, E.C., Oct. 29, 1861. 

Dear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of the 16th inst., and 
regret that my absence on the Continent has prevented me answering it sooner. 

I have examined the reports made from time to time by Mr. Warington, and find 
that, for the first fortnight of this present month of October, he gives the maximum 
illuminating power as 14°4, the minimum as 13°8, and the average as 14°2 sperm 
candles; whilst, for the month of September, including the week to which you 
specially refer, the maximum illuminating power was 13°5, the minimum 13°4, and 
the average 13°47 sperm candles. Again, during the whole period from the 30th of 
June last up to the date of your letter, the illuminating power of the gas has never 
been below 13°0, nor above 14°8, the average being 13°7—showing throughout a 
creditable uniformity of supply, and that that supply has been 0°15 in excess of the 
parliamentary standard. 

Had the supply at any time during the week ending the 28th day of September 
last been of so low an illuminating power as 9°85 candles, we should have been 
inundated with complaints; whereas, the complaint book, in which all the com- 
plaints—even the most trivial—are recorded, shows tiiat this was not the case. 

How, then, is the difference between yourself and Mr. Warington to be 
explained? With all deference to your expressed opinion, not in the way you 
attempt it, Mr. Warington has, during the whole of the period referred to, used the 
same description of apparatus. The extreme results from the 30th of June last, 
show only a difference of 1°38 candle between one and the other; whereas, your 
reports from the same period exhibit a difference of 3°7 candles. If the burner were 
the sole cause of difference between you and Mr. Warington, the extremes of your 
results should not show a greater difference than do that gentleman’s. 

Mr. Warington has had an experience of many years; whilst you (allow me to 
say, with thegreatest respect) are new to the delicate details of photometrical experi- 
ments. As is well known, the greatest difference in the results may be obtained by 
any want of attention to the minute particulars of an experiment, or to the inexpe- 
rience of the operator. 

I will take the liberty of reminding you of the time when I visited your testing- 
room, to ascertain how it was possible you could report so low a pressure as two- 
tenths of an inch. At the time of entering, your apparatus only indicated two-tenths, 
and it was fully an hour after I had pointed out the defects in the said apparatus 
before yeu and your assistant engaged upon it could put it into working order; and, 
when this was accomplished, although the result was much more favourable than 
when I entered, still it fell far short of the actual pressure at the time. 

You have reported from time to time pressures as low as two and three-tenths, 
and once even as low as one-tenth. At the time of seeing these reports, I knew that 








On the contrary; in my opinion, if the | ; } ing 1 ’ 
| testing-room, in reference to the low pressure indicated by my register; but, you 


Dear Sir,—I observe in the report of the half-yearly meeting of the Surrey Con- | 
sumers Gas Company, which appeared in the South London Journal, of the i2th, | 


sumers gas was equal to 13} candles, whilst on three occasions I had reported it as 


At this time, viz., the week ending September 28th, it was | 
unnecessary to prove by experiment the deficiency in the illuminating power of the | 
gas, the dulness of the light in the streets and shops throughout the district being | 


an ordinary argand burner, such as in common use and strictly in accordance with | 





they were incorrect, inasmuch as the railways and hospitals being situated at a 
considerable distance beyond your premises, no supply of gas could possibly be ob- 
tained at those places at so low a pressure as you have reported. 

Since receiving your letter, I have referred to the records of a self-acténg indicator, 
in perfect order, fixed at the works of the company at Rotherhithe, and find that at 
no time has the pressure in the mains been below six-tenths, and that only on one 
occasion for one hour during the last twelve months. 

Referring to the fifth paragraph of your letter, I may state that there has not 
lately been any alteration in the mode of manufacture or supply. Your late dis- 
covery of an increase in the illuminating power, therefore, only tends to confirm ine 
in my previous remarks. 

As you expressed an intention of publishing your letter to me, and finding, by the 
South London Journal of the 26th inst., that you have done so, may I request that 
you will adopt the same means to make my reply as public?—I am, &c., 

(Signed) A. Anevus Cron. 

J. Northcote Vinen, Esq., M.D. 


Church Row, St. John’s, Southwark, Oct. 31, 1861. 

Dear Sir,—In acknowledging the receipt of yours of the 29th inst., I beg to re- 
mark that, although I accept the correctness of your figures in reference to my 
reports, you must permit me to say that I cannot also accept the correctness of your 
insinuation, that the reason of the extreme results of my observation exhibiting a 
wider range than do those of Mr. Warington, is owing to my short experience in 
the details of photometrical experiments. I most readily agree to all you have said 
with regard to Mr. Warington’s large experience and ability in conducting experi- 
ments on the illuminating power of gas. But I must have gained some little 
experience also from having made, within the last two years, some thousands of 
observations on the Surrey Consumers gas. And I may add that all my experi- 
ments have been conducted with that care and attention to minute details, alluded 
to by you at the last half-yearly meeting of the sharcholders, as being necessary to 
insure a satisfactory result, for itis my invariable practice to correct any variation 
in the combustion of the candle by careful calculation. 

With regard to the absence of complaints, of the low illuminating power of the 
gas on the last week in September, I can assure you that, if none reached your com- 
plaint book, they were plentifully made within this district. 

I have a perfect remembrance of your having favoured me with a visit at my 


must excuse me for saying that the cause of the defects, stated to exist, was not 
clearly demonstrated either to yourself, or to any one present. 

¢2I would state that my apparatus has undergone no alteration, nor have I made 
any difference in my mode of operation. This being the case, how is it to be ex- 
plained that my register now seldom indicates a pressure so low as 8/10ths, and fre- 
quently between 30 and 40/10ths? or that the illuminating power has so greatly im-| 





| proved from the end of September, as is shown by my observations since that period ? 
| I submit, with all diffidence, that it must be due to an improvement in the quantity 


as well asin the quality of the gas supplied. To these, and to the description of 
burner in use at the company’s testing-room, I must still, in a considerable degree, 
attribute the variation in the results obtained. 

Allow me to add, in conclusion, that I can have no other object in view than that 
of correctly reporting the quality of the gas supplied to the consumers; that, when 


| my observations show this to be inferior, I so report it, and when, as at the present 


time, it is of a superior description, I am always happy to give it equal publicity.— 
Iam, &c., J. NorTucore VINEN. 
In compliance with your request, I send your letter for publication, together with 
my reply. 
A. A. Croll, Esq. 





Register of ew Patents. 


894.—Cuartrs Noyes Kernor, of Gloucester House, West Cowes, Isle 
of Wight, Southampton, gentleman, and Martin Dirricn Rucker, of 
116, Fenchurch Street, London, gentleman, for *‘ Jmprovements in thi 
method of obtaining ammoniacal salts, and other valuable products, from 
liquors or substances containing ammonia, and for utilizing the residuum,’ 
Provisional protection only obtained. Dated April 11, 1861. 


| This invention has for its object the obtaining of ammoniacal salts and 


other valuable products, after the application of heat, from all liquors or 
substances containing ammonia. ‘The liquor, or, in case of substances, a 
solution thereof, is to be placed in a suitable vessel, or tank, together with 


| crude sulphate of zinc, or other sulphates, or a liquid specially produced 


the ordinary argand, and has the effect of producing a flame of higher illuminating | from ammonia, or mineral substances, acted on by a weak solution of 


acids; the residuum, producing gelatinous substances, or the liquor, or 
solution, is to be passed through filters containing the sulphates, or a pre- 


| paration from animal or mineral substances. 


965.—Rozerr Mactaren, of Glasgow, Lanark, North Britain, iron-| 
founder, for “‘ Improvements in jointing or connecting pipes.’ Provisional’ 
protection only obtained. Dated April 19, 1861. 
This invention has for its object the joining or connecting of pipes in an} 
improved and simplified manner. In practising the invention, the pipe-' 
lengths are formed with an ordinary spigot and faucet, and are turned, 
the latter internally, and the former externally, as is now commoniy 
practised. In addition, however, there is formed a groove upon the turned 
part of the spigot running round it; and, when the pipe-lengths are to be'| 
connected, rubber, hemp, or other compressible packing, is placed in this’ | 
groove in such a way as when free to project slightly above the turned 
surface. Then, when the spigot is driven home into its faucet, the rub- || 
ber or other packing becomes compressed, and renders the joint perfectly || 
tight. The groove may be at the extreme end of the spigot, and there) 
may be two or more grooves similarly packed at each joint. 


1008.—Tuomas Ricuarpson, of Newcastle-on-Tyne, for “ Improvements | 

in the purification of coal-gas.” Provisional protection only obtained. 

Dated April 23, 1861. 
These improvements consist in reducing the impure oxide of iron, which 
is a waste product when sulphur ores are used for the manufacture of | 
sulphuric acid, by means of hydrogen, carbonic oxide, or other deodorizing | | 
gases, and in employing the resulting material in purifying coal-gas, or in| | 
exposing the above matcrial so obtained moistened with water, or with | 
water containing small quantities of muriatic or sulphuric acid, and in 
employing the resulting material in purifying coal-gas ; or, in mixing any | 
of the above materials with slacked lime, ground gypsum, or rough epsoms, || 
with or without sawdust, or other porous materials, and in the employ- 
ment of such materials in purifying coal-gas; or in mixing the impure) 
waste oxide of iron, or the material obtained by its reduction, as above 
explained, with sawdust, or other porous substances, saturated with a) 
solution of muriate of manganese, iron, lime, or magnesia, and in employ-| 
ing such mixtures in purifying coal-gas. 


1026,—Danrex Sronz, of Manchester, Lancaster, analytical chemist, for) 
“ Improvements in arrangements, or apparatus, for preventing water. pipes 


from bursting by the action of frost.’ Provisional protection only 















































||drum-shaft carries on its front extremity an eccentric, the rotary motion 


|\drum is moved forwards or backwards, the motion of the indicating 
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This invention is founded upon the discovery that if a communication be 
opened with the upper part of a water-pipe, and such communication be 
covered with some elastic substance which will resist the normal pressure 
of the water in the pipe, that when the water in the pipe is about to 
freeze, the elastic substance gives way, and forms a cavity or space for 
the expanded water, and thus relieves the pipe from excessive pressure ; 
and that when the ice in the pipe thaws, the elastic substance will return 
to its original position, without allowing the water to escape. The inven- 
tion, therefore, consists in forming a break or opening in or communicating 
with the upper part of such pipes as are liable to be frozen, and in closing 
such break, opening, or communication, by an elastic cover, which may 
be made of india-rubber, metal, or other suitable elastic substance, and 
which elastic cover will resist the normal pressure of the water in the 
pipes, but is so arranged that it will expand by excessive pressure, such 
as that caused by the freezing of the water. 


1051.—Ferrpinanp CuHartes Warticu, of 14, London Street, Fen- 
church Street, London, for “ Jmprovements in preparing coal used in 
the manufacture of artificial fuel’ Patent dated April 26, 1861. 
This invention has for its object improvements in the preparation of coal 
used in the manufacture of artificial fuel. In the manufacture of artifi- 
cial fuel, charred coal is used as described in the specification of a patent 
granted to the present patentee, on the 10th of July, 1860, No. 1660 ; 
and the present improvements consist in employing the heat passing off 
from coal which has been coked, as the means of charring small coal to 
the desired extent to render it suitable for the manufacture of artificial fuel. 
The coke-ovens used may be varied in their arrangement, in order that 
the heat and products passing therefrom, may be conducted to, and used 
in, charring coal, by preference washed small coal, in proper trays, or 
vessels placed in chambers, or enclosed spaces contiguous to the coke- 
ovens. Such chambers may be formed above, or at the sides or ends of 
the coke-ovens, or enclosed chambers in which the coking process is 





||carried on; or one coke-oven may communicate to two or more chambers 


where the charring is carried on. It is preferred to employ trucks on | 
wheels to contain the coal which is to be coked, and trucks on wheels to 
contain the small coal to be charred, the trucks for the charring process | 
being shallower than those where the coking process is to be carried on. 
These trucks are run into their respective ovens, chambers or enclosed 
spaces, and the coking is to be carried on as is well understood, the heat 
and products passing away from the coking process rising to the trays or 
trucks above, or passing away at the sides or ends, to the chambers or 
enclosed spaces, where the trays or trucks containing the coal to be 
charred are situated. When the proper charring has been performed, 
the trays or trucks are moved into a chamber or space pervaded by steam, 
or the coal may be cooled by water, and in like manner may the coked | 
coal be run into an atmosphere of steam, or be cooled by water. 

The claim is for— 

1, The charring of coal, so as to render it suitable for the manufacture 
of artifical fuel by means of heat generated during the process of coking 
coal, as herein described. 

2, The charring and coking of coal on trucks, as herein described. 

3. The quenching and cooling of charred or coked coals in chambers or | 
vaults pervaded by steam, as herein described. 


||1052,—Witt1am Cowan, of Edinburgh, Mid-Lothian, gas-meter manu- 


facturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in gas-meters.” 
only obtained. Dated April 26, 1861. 
This invention relates to the arrangement and construction of gas-meters, 


Provisional protection 


||either of the wet or dry class, in such a manner as to admit of the in- 


dicating mechanism being sealed or stamped by the inspector, or official , 
appointed for the purpose, so as to prevent subsequent alteration of the 
adjustment, or render it at once evident that the instrument has been 
tampered with. 

Under one modification, as applied to a meter of the ordinary kind, the 


of which imparts a vertical oscillating movement to the rod from which 
the indicating mechanism is actuated. This rod passes up through the 
usual pendant seal-tube into the index-box. The lower extremity of the 
rod is bent and curved upwards, and then in a horizontal direction, which 
part rests upon the drum-shaft eccentric, and it has a vertical wire sol- | 
dered to it, which passes through a guide-eyeabove, The object of bend- 
ing the lower portion of the rod in this way, is to admit of the mouth of the 
seal-tube being brought well down below the water-line. The upper ex- 
tremity of the rod is connected to a flag-wire, which is a small rod made 
with a laterally projecting part at the upper end, and working up and 
down in guides on the back part of the index-frame. As the flag-wire 
rises and falls with the motion of the eccentric, the projection, both in its 
upward and downward movements, gives motion to a pallet, arranged at 
the side of the flag-wire. The pallet is made with duplex detents which 
alternately take into the teeth of a crown or ratchet-wheel, arranged in 
proximity to the pallet. The spindle of the crown-wheel is carried in the 
front part of the index-frame, and in a supplementary bearing-piece, 
which is screwed to the back of the main-frame. The outer screw of 
this piece also secures a cupped disc to receive the inspector’s seal or 
other means of preventing this part of the mechanism being removed to 
alter the arrangement of the indicating train. The spindle of the crown- 
|wheel, which is actuated by the pallet, is formed of pinion-wire, the | 
leaves of which give motion to the ordinary train of indicating mechanism. 
Thus, the rising motion of the flag-wire causes the pallet to move the 
crown-wheel a certain distance upward, and the descent of the wire com- 
pletes the motion equal to one tooth of the wheel, so that, whether the 





mechanism is always in the forward direction, and thus prevents fraud on | 
the part of the consumer. 
Another mode of arranging the drum-shaft, in lieu of the eccentric, is to | 
form the front end of the shaft for the purpose in the end of the rod 
| which actuates the flag-wire. | 
In meters of some kinds, the front extremity of the drum-shaft is | 
carried in a bearing, which is fitted in the front box. Inside the drum, ; 
this bearing is bent at a right angle, to receive the end of the drum-shaft, | 
This arrangement admits of the bearing being arranged out of the centre 





of the opening, so that the spout passes in at the centre, and thus allows 
of the aperture being reduced in size. As the end of the drum-shaft rests 
upon the bearing, which is carried inside the drum, other means are re- 
quired for the necessary motion to the vertical actuating-rod. This is 
done by means of a pin fixed in the margin of the central aperture of the 
drum. As the drum rotates, this pin raises the arm of the bent rod, 
which is communicated to the pallet movement above. This actuating- 
pin being fixed in the margin of the central aperture, admits of its tra- 
versing round the bearing and spout, which, as before explained, passes 
through the opening. 

In applying these improvements to meters of the dry class, an eccentric, 
which actuates the pallet movement, is employed in lieu of the worm, | 
and wheel now used for imparting motion to the index-mechanism of 
this class of meters. The minor details of this invention may be 
variously modified, without departing from the essential features of the 
improvements. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 


2598.—Cuartes Herperr Hott, of Huddersfield, York, engineer, for 
‘“* Improvements in steam-engines and boilers, and in apparatus connected 
therewith, part of which improvements is also applicable to raising and 
measuring fluids generally.” Oct. 18, 1861. 

2607.—James Wesster, of Birmingham, Warwick, engineer, for ‘ Jm- 
provements in manufacturing oxygen gas, and obtaining certain other pro- 
ducts.” Oct. 19, 1861. 

2615.—Joun Warnwnicut, of Connaught Place West, Middlesex, dental 
surgeon, for “ Improvements in ventilating rooms and buildings.” Oct. 
19, 1861. 

2618.—F REDERICK Joun Evans, of the Gas-Works, Horseferry Road, 
Westminster, gas engineer, for “‘_4n improved mode of, and apparatus 
Sor, carburetting gases for the purpose of illumination.” Oct. 19, 1861. 

2623.—Jos1an Tiwmes Situ, of Barrow-in-Furness, Lancaster, 
engineer, for ‘* An improvement or improvements in collecting the inflam- 
mable gases evolved from blast-furnaces.”” Oct, 21, 1861. 

2635.—Hersert Frost, of Manchester, manager of the Manchester 
Water-Meter Company (Limited), for “* Improvements in apparatus for 
measuring fluids.” Oct, 22, 1861. 

2657.—Wittiam Barry Lorp, of the Royal Artillery, veterinary 
surgeon and first lieutenant, now residing at Plymouth, Devon, for 
* An improved plug and socket, or apparatus, for closing and opening 
passages for the flow of liquids and fluids.” Oct. 23, 1861. 

2662.—Joun Cowrz Heaton and Joun Dean, both of Rotherham, 
York, for “ Improvements in the construction of taps or cocks,” Oct. 
24, 1861. 

2663.—Wit11am Dicxs, of Floore, Northampton, smith, for “ Jmprove- 
ments in water-meters.” Oct. 24, 1861. 

2691.—WituiaM Taytor, of Newport Pagnell, Buckingham, soda-water 
manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in joints or connexions for metal, and 
other pipes and tubes.” Oct. 26, 1861. 

2692.—CuArtes Srevens, of 31, Charing Cross, London, patent agent, 
for “‘ Improved apparatuses for indicating escapes of lighting gas from the 
conveying-pipes, and determining the precise leaking places of the said 
pipes.” A communication. Oct. 26, 1861. 

2711.—Joun Eacuesrietp, of Devizes, Wilts, watchmaker, for ‘ Im- 
provements in gas-burners.” Oct. 29, 1861. 

2714.—Joun Haywarp, of Everton, Liverpool, Lancaster, for ‘ Jm- 
provements in raising water, or other fluids.” Oct. 29, 1861. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 


2057.—Epmunp Smart Caruets, of Shrewsbury, Shropshire, gas 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in compensating gas-meters.” Aug. 19, 
1861. 

2323.—Grorce Wuurrr, of 7a, Pancras Lane, London, for ‘ Jimprove- 
ments in apparatus for filtering or purifying water.” A communication. 
Sept. 18, 1861. 

2457.—Joun AmproseE Correy, of Providence Row, Finsbury, London, 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in engines or apparatus for obtaining the 
motive power of steam, water, air, gas, or fluids,” Oct. 2, 1861, 

2504.—Freperick Joun Evans, of the Chartered Gas-Works, Horse- 
ferry Road, Westminster, gas engineer, for “ Improved apparatus for 
generating gas.”’ Oct. 7, 1861. 

2554.—Matruew Cartwricut, of Carlisle, Cumberland, dentist, for 
‘“* Improvements in stench-traps.” Oct, 12, 1861. 

2567.—Wi11am Ross, of Glasgow, Lanark, N.B., brassfounder, for 
‘‘ Improvements in constructing taps or valves,”’ Oct, 15, 1861. 

2607.—James Wensster, of Birmingham, Warwick, engineer, for “ Jm- 
provements in manufacturing oxygen gas, and obtaining certain other pro- 
ducts.” Oct. 19, 1861. 


| 2615.—Joun Watnwricut, of Connaught Place West, Middlesex, dental 


surgeon, for ** Improvements in ventilating rooms and buildings.” Oct. 
19, 1861. 

2618.—F reperick Joun Evans, of the Gas-Works, Horseferry Road, 
Westminster, gas engineer, for “An improved mode of, and apparatus 
for, carburetting gases for the purpose of illumination.” Oct. 19, 1861. 

2623.—Jostan Tres Smiru, of Barrow-in-Furness, Lancaster, 
engineer, for “An improvement or improvements in collecting the inflam- 
sable gases evolved from blast-furnaces.” Oct. 21, 1861. 

2635.—Herpert Frost, of Manchester, manager of the Manchester 
Water-Meter Company (Limited) for ‘* Improvements in apparatus for 
measuring fluids.’ Oct, 22, 1861. 





INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
2580.—Wiru1aMm Sairu, of Salisbury Street, Adelphi, civil engineer, for 
** Improvements in the apparatus for, and method of, increasing the 

illuminating power of gas.”’ Acommunication, Oct, 17, 1861. 
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NOTICES TO PROCEED. 


1528.—Joun Summerscaxes, of Keighley, York, machine maker, and 
Mark Mason, of Manchester, Lancaster, engineer, for “‘ Improvements 
in gas-singeing apparatus.” June 14, 1861. 

1570.—Joun Drxon, of Gallowgate Works, Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
“‘ Improvements in water-closets, and cocks used therewith.” June 18, 
1861, 

1631,—Joun Reprery, of Hanley, Stafford, for “ Improved apparatus 
for raising the temperature of air, in order to warm churches, conserva- 
tories, houses, and other buildings or places.” June 26, 1861. 

1700.—James Morris Gaz, civil engineer, of Glasgow, Lanark, and 
Tuomas Kennepy, of Kilmarnock, water-meter manufacturer, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in taps or valves.’ July 4, 1861. 

1762,—Cuartes Mascuwitz the younger, of Birmingham, Warwick, 
merchant, for “ Jmprovements in taps or stop-cocks for liquids, steam, and 
gas.” Acommunication. July 13, 1861. 

2184.—Tuomas Suvutr Srocx, and Josep Suarr Srocx, and Henry 
Taytor, all of Birmingham, Warwick, manufacturers and co-partners, 
- “ A new or improved tap or stop-cock.” A communication. Sept. 

. 1861. 

2265.—Cuartes Greaves, of Old Ford, Bow, London, civil engincer, 
for *‘ Improvements in apparatus for preventing waste of water from ser- 
vice-pipes or cisterns.’ Sept. 12,1861. . 

2504.—Freperick Joun Evans, of the Chartered Gas-Works, Horse- 

ferry Road, Westminster, gas engineer, for “ Improved apparatus for 

generating gas.” Oct. 7, 1861. 





PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 


1500.—Jostan Grorcr JEenninas, “‘ Improvements in apparatus for 
measuring, regulating, and preventing waste when supplying fluid.” 
July 3, 1858, 
1534.—Prerre Francois Demovuuin, “ Improvements in treating the 
heavy oils obtained from the distillation of coals, schists, and other 
hydrocarbons.”’ July 8, 1858. 
1570.—James ALFRED FussEtt, “A new, or improved method of 
ornamenting chandeliers, pendants, and brackets for gas and other 
lamps, which method of ornamenting is also applicable to curtain 
bands.”” July 13, 1858, 
1584.—James Jonzs, * Improvements in meters for measuring liquids,” 
July 14, 1858. 
1612.—Tnomas Hart, ‘‘ Improvements in taps or valves, and in appa- 
ratus for regulating the flow of fluids.’ July 17, 1858, 
1678.—Joun Hannte, ‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating the 
Jlow, or passage of fluids.’’ July 26, 1858, 
1683.—Epwarp Jonzs, “ Effecting a better system of drainage, and 
the machinery and apparatus necessary for the same, whereby the 
sewerage manure is collected, and conveniently exported for use, and 
the noxious effluvia prevented from contaminating the air of populous 
cities and towns, and whereby the drains may be more strongly and 
securely built, by the manufacturer, of a more suitable and better 
material.” July 26, 1858. 
1703.—Wit11am Epwarp Newton, “ Improvements in gas-meters.”’ 
July 28, 1858, 
1752.—Hveu Greaves, “ Improvements in constructing streets, roads, 
and ways, thereby facilitating traffic, and providing for the more con- 
venient conveyance of sewerage, drainage, gas, and~water supplies, and 
telegraphic wires along the same,.”’ Aug. 2, 1858. 
1791.—Grorcre Hinton Bovitt, ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
gas ; also in the manufacture of coke, and other fuel.’’ Aug. 6, 1858, 
1821.—Francois Haxck, “‘ Improvements in the construction of cocks, 
taps, or valves,’”’ Aug. 10, 1858. i 
= Foae, ‘Improvements in pressure-gauges.”’ Aug. 12, 
58. 
1935.—Samurn Newman Roprer, “ Improvements in apparatus for 
regulating gas.’’ Aug. 26, 1858. 
1943.—Hersert Wituiam Hart, “ Improvements in the application of 
gas to chandeliers,’’ Aug. 27, 1858. 
1978.—ALrrEep Vincent Newton, “ An improvement in gas-burners.”’ 
Aug. 31, 1858, 
—e Fyre, ‘‘ Improvements in stop-cocks or valves.’ Sept. 7, 
2037.—ALEXANDER M‘Ewan Perens, “ Improvements in apparatus for 
regulating the flow, or passage of fluids.” Sept. 8, 1858. 
2066.—JoserH Lester Hinks, “A new, or improved tap or cock for 
drawing off and filtering liquids.’ Sept, 11, 1858. ‘ 
2082.—Jozi Luts, ** Coke and gas-kilns.”” Sept. 14, 1858, 
2119.—Lron De Pantente, “ Improvements in apparatus to be applied 
to gas-burners, with the object of increasing the lighting power of the 
gas-flame.” Sept. 11, 1858, . 


Miscellaneous News. 


; GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 
T he Twenty-first Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders of 
this Company was held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on 
Friday, the 25th of October—Mr. Alderman Dakn in the chair. : 
| The Secrerary (Mr. Massey) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the corporate seal was aflixed to the register of shareholders. 

The following report and statements of account were taken as read:— 
| _ Gentlemen,—The directors beg to submit to the consideration of the sharcholders 
the balance-sheet and revenue account of the company for the six months ending 
the 30th of June last. From these documents, it will be seen that the rental of the 
company, as compared with the corresponding half year of 1860, has increased to 
the extent of £1417, and that the receipts from coke and other products show an in- 
crease of £3738. 9s. 7d., with a small increase in the cost of coal: these results en- 
able your directors to recommend that a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, 
free of income-tax, be paid on and after the 20th day of November next, leaving a 























balance of £1188. 10s. 6d. to the credit of the next half year’s account, in addition to 
which a sum of £5000 is provided, in part payment of the verdict submitted to in 
the actions brought on account of the Wood Street fire. 

The shareholders will have learned from the public journals the result of the late 
trials : new and unexpected evidence was brought forward, and your board, having 
anxiously considered the case, as presented to the jury, acted on the strongly. 
expressed advice of their eminent counsel and solicitors, and compromised the 
actions by consenting to the following verdict, which is in full discharge of all claims : ~ 

**It is ordered by the court, by and with the consent of the parties, their || 
counsel and attorneys, a juror be withdrawn in each of the actions, and that the 
defendants do pay to the plaintiffs or their attorneys the sum of £25,000, and 
the costs to be taxed in each action. | 

*¢ It is also ordered, by and with the like consent, that the costs are to be paid | 
within six months from the date of this order, and that the defendants are to| 
pay £2500, part of the £25,000, in six months from the date of this order; 
£3500, other part, in twelve months from the date of this order ; and the residue | 
of the £25,000 by four equal instalments, on the first day of July in each of the | 
following years—that is to say, 1863, 1864, 1865, and 1866.’’ | 

Heavy as is this amount, it would have been probably more than doubled if the | 
case had gone to the jury, and the verdict had been adverse ; besides which, further 
litigation would have followed, and three arbitrations to fix the precise amount to 
be paid, causing great expense, anxiety, and interruption to business. As the ver- 
dict now stands, payment being divided over several years, it is a manageable evil, 
and your directors trust that, by economy and attention, your proper dividends wil! 
not long be diminished. : 

In the report presented in October, 1860, you were informed that, owing to the 
contract of the company with the Commissioners of Sewers, the Act for Regulating 
the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis did not necessarily come into immediate opera- 
tion. On the Ist of February next that contract is, by the 36th clause of the Act, | 
put an end to, and the company would then of necessity come under its obligations, 

The Ist of February would have been an inconvenient time for making the change, 
being the heaviest period of supply ; and it was necessary, in making our new coal! 
contract in place of that which expired in August, to have a better quality of coal, 
in order to meet the requirements of the greater illuminating power which is im-| 
posed by the new Act under heavy penalties. We, therefore, gave notice to all our 
consumers that the change would take place at Michaelmas last, and your directors 
have every reason to believe that, as the increased price under the new Act will be 
accompanied by a larger corresponding increase of illuminating power, as com- 
pared with the original Act of the company, the consumers will have no reason to | 
regret the change, which was not sought by your directors, but imposed upon them 
by Parliament, at the instance of the delegates from the metropolitan boards and 
parishes. 

As your directors will want funds to pay for some necessary extensions, to meet 
the payments required by the verdict in the fire in Wood Street, and likewise for 
working capital, as their present coal contract stipulates for cash payments, they 
recommend that an issue of shares shall take place on the Ist of January, 1862. The 
present share capital of the company paid up is £172,160, leaving uncalled the 
amount sanctioned by Parliament, £27,840; of this sum, they recommend that 
£17,210 be raised by the issue of 1721 shares at par to the present ‘sharcholders, 
which will give one new share for every ten shares held by them. 

The following report from the manager will inform the proprietors of the present 
condition of the works :— 

** To the Chairman and Directors of the Great Central Gas Company. 

**Gentlemen,—In submitting to you my half-yearly report on the state of the 
works, itis with great pleasure I inform you that the whole of the plant and ma- 
chinery is in a perfect state of repair, and efficient for the supply of your consumers 
during the coming winter. 

** Since I had the honour of reporting to you in April last, the works mentioned 
at that time have been carried out—viz., the extension of the 36-inch main cn the 
works, and the renewal of some of the retort-beds. 

“*'The former of these, as far as I have been able to judge, answers the purpose 
intended, and very much facilitates the flow of gas from the gasholders. 

** In reference to the latter, I have found it necessary to renew only two of the 
retort-beds, instead of five; and the other three, I anticipate, will work through 
the winter. 

“*T take this opportunity of informing you of the extensions that I consider will 
probably be necessary next year: they are, the continuation of the 36-inch main 
trom 1ts present termination to Aldgate, at a probable cost of £8000; and the erection 
of a new building (part coal-stores, part retort-house), at a cost of about £1600. 

“These, with the ordinary current repairs, are the only expenses that I at pre- 
sent can see will be necessary during next year.—I have, &c., | 

** Gas-works, Bow Common, London, Oct. 15, 1861.” *Ropert Harris. 

Dr. Letheby’s report to the Commissioners of Sewers on the ‘‘ Purity and Illumi- 
nating Power of the Gas’’ is submitted :— 

To the Honourable Commissioners of Sewers of the City of Loudon. 

** Gentlemen, I have the honour to submit my quarterly report of the illuminating 
power and chemical quality of the gas supplied to the City of London by the Great 
Central Gas Consumers Company. 

** In the course of the last quarter, there have been 315 examinations of the illu- 
minating power of the gas, each examination being the mean of ten observations. 
The testings have been made at two places—namely, at the College Laboratory oi 
the London Hospital, and at the Laboratory in Finsbury Square. The results are 
as follows :—At the first named place, the mean illuminating power of the gas has 
been equal to that of 11°11 sperm candles, or 12°69 wax, each of 120 grains con- 
sumption per hour; and, at the second, it has been equal to 10°89 sperm, or 12°44 
wax—the difference at the two places, which are nearly two miles apart, being but 
2-10ths of acandle. ‘These results show that the average illuminating power of the 
gas has been equal to the standard of the Great Central Company’s Act, and also 
that the power has been permanent, notwithstanding that the gas has traversed 
many miles of main. | 

The chemical quality has likewise been equal to the requirements of the Act, for | 
the gas has been perfectly free from sulphuretted hydrogen, and has not contained | 
an excess of ammonia.—I remain, &c., | 

41, Finsbury Square, Sept. 8, 1861. 

(For accounts, see next page.) 


The Cuairman: Gentlemen, I think you will find the report of the| 
directors is so explicit that it will not be necessary for me to say much to} 
you. As far as the general report and balance-shect of the company are| 
concerned, and more especially the working account, I think you will agree | 
with me, that the past half year has been one of very great success. There | 
are one or two very important matters that I shall have to speak to you} 
upon at some length, and, therefore, the brevity of my observations upon | 
the report and accounts will be made up by what I shall say to you in other 
respects. In looking over the balance-sheet of the company, f think you || 
will at once perceive that the paid-up capital is the same as it was at the} 
corresponding period of last year. The creditors on debentures are £66,000, | | 
as against £65,200; creditors and bills payable, are £14,758, as against || 
£18,293. The wear and tear which you will you will find now stands at}! 
£8770. 6s. 8d., was, last year, £6447. 1s. 7d., so that, you will see we have | 
made some additions to that very important account, which is absolutely 
necessary to keep up the condition of our works in that state of efficiency || 
which every gas company would desire to have them. I am sure you will 
consider with us, that this is a most essential point to be attended to, and || 
will be glad to see that it has been done. The next item in the balance-|| 
sheet is £5000, which has been reserved on account of law costs and ex- 
penses in connexion with the Wood Street fire. That is one of the matters 
upon which I shall make a few remarks specially by-and-bye. In looking 
over the balance-sheet you will, I have no doubt, consider it wise and pru- 
dent that we should at once commence to make a proper provision for that 
claim. It is very fortunate, we think, that, without at all touching upon || 
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your dividend in the present case, we have been able to put that sum aside. | 
You will find that the cash at the bankers is very much the same as it | 
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Paving, meter-fixing, and testing ‘ pe aed 416 5 3 
Parliamentary expenses . . 220 3 0 
Stationery and advertisements 211 3 3 
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jwas this time last year. It is £2003: last year, it was £4068; but then, on 
this occasion, we have £7781 in stock of coal, coke, stores, and mate- 
lrials, as against £5916 last year; so that, taking the cash and the stock 
|| together, they about balance. ‘The gas-rents uncollected, for the half year 
jending the 30th of June were £25,644, as against £23,357 last year. ‘The 
collection was not quite so close, owing to the circumstance that, at the 
end of last half year, one of our collectors, Mr. Cheeseman, was enjoying 
his holiday. It is also partly owing to the fact of there being an additional 
amount of rental, which, also, is a matter for congratulation to you. You 





will find, turning to the statement of revenue, that the account for coals is 
|| £15,612, as against £14,537 last year, which is accounted for by the increase 
||of rental, very satisfactory feature in the case. The gas-rental for the 
|| half year ending June, 1861, was £32,649. 14s. 3d., as against £31,232. 19s. 3d. 

last year, being an increase of £1416. 15s. 6d., which, I think, you will 
| agree is & very encouraging state of things. But the most satisfactory 
' 


|| Staternent of all, and one to which we are very much indebted for the 
jbalance we have to deal with in the present accounts, is the item of coke, 
and other products. For the corresponding period of last year, the amount 
| we £7700. 6s. 2d.; this year, you will find it is £11,438. 15s. 9d. Now, 
||that addition of £3738. 9s. 7d., has been obtained by the addition to our 
|;expenditure for coals of £1075. 11s. Gd. only. This isa very important 
||inerease, and, [ must say it is to some extent due to the care, economy, 
|}and good management of our excellent manager, Mr. Harris, and the great 
jjattention paid to the manufacturing department of the works. We have 
|;jnow a very good coke trade, which is industriously looked after, and most 

carefully conducted. But then, on the other hand, I ought to mention to 
lyou, that last winter was a very severe one, and the great increase in our 
|sales inay not be altogether to be depended upon in future years; but, 

occurring now, when we so much require it, it is a matter for congratulation. 
| The result of the whole is that, after providing for the wear and tear, and 
jafter putting aside the £5000 to which I have adverted, you have a sum of 
| £6353. 6s. 6d. brought down as the amount available for dividend. The 
|corresponding sum for the half year ending June, 1860, was £5499. 12s. 10d, 
|so that, under all the circumstances, we have the means of declaring a divi- 
jdend of 6 per cent. free of income-tax, and carrying over the balance stated 
||in the report of £1188. 10s. Gd.; so that again I say the results of the half 
|year’s working, under our condition of misfortune, are extremely satisfac- 
|tory. (Hear.) Now, then, for the two important matters, upon which i said 
il should have to make a few observations. The first is, as you 
will readily anticipate, the heavy loss to the company arising out of 
|the Wood Street fire; I need hardly assure you, that that has been 
|a subject of very great anxiety to your directors. We watched the progress 
|of that action with the utmost solicitude and care; and, though we are dis- 
|appointed as to the result, yet, looking to the incidents of the case as deve- 
loped on the second trial, I think you will agree with us that we have exer- 
||cised sound judgment and sound discretion in bringing it to the present 
|| Issue. (Hear, hear.) We were advised before, and indeed the result of the 
|| first trial showed that, we had a substantial and good defence to the action. 
|| The men who were employed in laying the service to the house in Wood 
|| Street were two of the best men we had; one of them had been with us trom 
|| the formation of the company, and the other for a period of seven years, 
before which he had been engaged at the Phoenix Company's works for a 
great length of time. If we had gone upon our defence at the trial, we had 
the means of proving, by the testimony of Mr. Innes of the Pheonix Com- 
pany, that this man was one of the most trustworthy and careful men we 
could have employed to do that work, and that nothing we could supply to 
insure its being properly done was wanting. On the first trial, the evidence 
as it came out was, as you recollect, that when the hole was made in the 
wall of the house and the service was about to be put through, these two men 
found that there were lights burning in the basement. One of them went 
down stairs, and requested to have the lights put out, but the people 
engaged below declined to have it done, because, they said, they must go on 
with their business. Our men, therefore, asa measure of extra precaution, and 
|1n order to avoid any possible communication with the lights, stopped up the 
hole in the wall with tow, and rammed it in with a crowbar, which appeared 
|to be all that prudence required; and, upon that state of things, a verdict 
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was given for the company. But, upon the second trial, those who brought 
the action produced evidence, which we were not in a position to rebut, to 
the effect that there was, in addition to the hole in the wall through which 
it was supposed the gas found its way into the basement, an open window 
at a short distance from that hole. When that evidence was brought for- 
ward, and strongly proved by unexceptionable witnesses—how it was that 
it was not proved before, if it really existed, I cannot tell—but it being now 
proved, after the case had been before the court for two days, our coun- 
sel, who were some of the most eminent at the bar, and our soli- 
citor, advised us that it would be extremely hazardous to go to the 
jury. Seeing there was this new feature imported into the case, 
we felt, as they represented to us, that it was one of those doubtful 
things which made it prudent, under the circumstances, to arrange a com- 
promise, if possible, rather than take the risk of an adverse verdict. We 
gave the matter our full and most careful consideration; and, having done 
so, we thought it was sound advice that was offered to us. In the first 
place, it was professional advice, which we were obliged to attend to; be- 
cause, of course, counsel in such extensive practice as Mr. Bovill, Mr. Lush, 
and Mr. Keene, are better judges than we can be of the aspect of the case, 
and know the impression it is likely to make upon a jury; and, also, by 
certain signs, what impression is made upon the judge. I, therefore, with 
their experience, they considered it would not be wise to risk an adverse 
verdict, it would have been very unwise and presumptuous, on the part of 
your directors, not to aczept the advice thus offered to them. When their 
opinion was stated to us, we took the opportunity of opening a communica- 
tion with the other side; and, I assure you, that, after arranging the com- 
promise, to which you find a reference in the report, it was a great relief to 
my mind, and to the minds of all the directors; for, though it is a heavy 
award against the company, it is one which, I hope, we shall be able to meet, 
without any permanent diminution of dividends; and, therefore, as we have 
stated it to you, we believe “ it is a manageable evil.” If the case had gone 
on, and the verdict had been against us, we should have had, perhaps, 
£50,000 or £60,000 to pay at once; and we should, likewise, before the case 
was settled—for the verdict did not carry any precise 2mount—have had to 
go to arbitration,to determine the exact damages for which we were 
liable. We were totally undefended with regard to the amount of any 
claims which might be made upon us,and must have consequently sub- 
mitted toa great deal of litigation, anxiety, and interruption to business. 
Under all the circumstances of the case, therefore, 1 hope the share- 
holders will agree with us that, although it isa heavy blow for the com- 
pany, and one which must be met by the greatest economy and care in 
future years, yet that, upon the whole, it is the best termination we could hope 
to make. (Hear, hear.) Well, now, gentlemen, the next subject I have to 
call your attention particularly to, is the new Act of Parliament, which regu- 
lates the gas supply of the metropolis. I have had, during the past six weeks, 
more opportunities of expending my oratory, such as it is, upon this subject, 
than I shall wish to have for the next six. Occupying, as I do, a public 
position, and having been in the forefront of the battle some eleven or twelve 
years ago, of course I have been more open to the expostulations--to call it 
by no harsher name—of the public than perhaps some others; and 1 am 
sorry to say that those who have moved in this matter, in the interest of 
the public, have taken so very imperfect a view of the whole question, and 
have ministered so much to that excitement which is readily raised up 
when money payments are in question, that 1 consider I have not been at 
all fairly dealt with. (Hear, hear.) But I have not serupled, in the Court 
of Common Council, or the Court of Sewers, or wherever else the subject 
has been ventilated, to stand forward in delence of the company which 1 
represent. It has been said that, as chairman of the Great Central Com- 
pany and a commissioner of sewers, I am in an inconsistent position: but I 
feel that I can quite discriminate between my public duty, on the one hand, 
and my duty towards those, on the other hand, who have intrusted to me, 
as one of the board of directors, the care of their interests. (Hear, hear.) 
The whole question of the agitation respecting that bill turns upon this: 
they say that we, as a company, have broken our pledges to the public. 1 
say, on the contrary, that for ten years we have nobly sustained the pledges 
we gave at the establishment of the company. Iam sure my friend, Mr. 
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Gray, of the City Gas Company—who is a very impartial witness—if he 
were impannelled, would give an honest verdict in the matter, and would 
say that, looking at all our difficulties—with which he is well acquainted— 
we have certainly, for the last ten years during which we have had the 
honour of supplying the City of London, redeemed every promise that we 
made at starting, and carried out all the provisions of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, which we obtained in conjunction with the Commissioners of Sewers, 
with fidelity and aap. Cheers.) But last year the delegates of 
the metropolitan parishes and vestries, which were not so well off as 
the City of London had been, in having an Act for regulating the supply of 
gas to the consumers, applied to Parliament to be put very much 
under the same regulations as those which were agreed to between the 
Commissioners of Sewers and this company ten years before. Accordingly 
a bill very much upon the model of our own, that is, containing provisions 
for the appointment of inspectors, a chemist to test the illuminating power 
and purity of the gas, and a public accountant, under the direction of the 
Secretary of State, to audit the accounts of the companies, was introduced 
so as to bring the affairs of the companies very much within the control 
and observation of the gas consumers of the metropolis. That bill, as I 
say, was brought in by the delegates from the various vestries and parishes, 
and in that bill they included the City of London. We have no reason to 
complain that we are included. But, in doing so, they oblige us, instead of 
supplying gas of the illuminating power of 12 wax candles, which was the 
standard prescribed by the Great Central Company’s Act, to give the higher 
illuminating power of 12 sperm candles, thus imposing upon us an obliga- 
tion in this respect of from 14 to 20 per cent. above that of our own special 
Act. We have no objection to that. But then, on the other hand, Parlia- 
ment, with that equity which distinguishes a committee of that House 
when a case is fairly put before it, has said: “If you give from 14 to 20 per 
cent. higher illuminating power, you shall have an equivalent in price, and 
shall be allowed to charge 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet,” which is something like 12 
per cent. upon the price we were charging. (Hear, hear.) We do not 
complain of that, although, as you see, the advantage is against the com- 
pany. The bill having passed into law, we cheerfully adopted the Act in 
September last, according to the notice given to the consumers, and, we 
say, it is unfair and unjust to assert that we have seceded from our pro- 
fession, and have forfeited our pledges, when we say that, in obedience to 
the Act of Parliament, we are prepared to give a supply of gas of this 
extra illuminating power, and, in return, shall charge the additional 6d., 
which the Legislature have deemed it reasonable and proper to give us. In 
addition to the increased illuminating power, which we are required to 
supply, the Act of Parliament contains great restrictions with regard to 
the purity of our gas. So stringent are these regulations, that those who 
are most opposed to the companies admit that, to carry out the obligation, 
we shall require to exercise the most careful manipulation, and that even 
then it will be most difficult to comply with the Act in this respect. But 
we have made every arrangement to do it, and have adopted the Act with 
the intention of carrying it out, as fully and fairly as we have carried out 
the Act, by which, for the last ten years, our affairs have been regulated. 
(Hear hear.) If we do that, I have every confidence that the temporary 
breeze which now ripples over the waters of the City will soon pass away, 
and the consumers will be satisfied that they have more than an equivalent 
for the extra 6d. they are called upon to pay. We, too, shall be satis- 
fied, for we believe, and honestly tell you that, while we give more illu- 
minating power, we shall gain something in the process of manufacture. 
But then the great protection of the public is one which those who are 
agitating this question do not put forward for a moment, and it is this, that 
we have to furnish to the Secretary of State, by whom it will be laid before 
Parliament every year in a prescribed form, a complete statement of our 
accounts, and there is an express provision that we shall never give you 
more than 10 per cent. dividend on the money you have invested in this 
undertaking. The pvblic have here the most perfect safeguard. To be 
sure, we are allowed to recoup ourselves for six years back dividends—the 
deficiency of 10 per cent.; for Parliament very properly considers that 
capital employed in gas-works is of so hazardous a nature that we ought 
to receive such a return upon it, because we may, in the course of a few 
years, or even in a shorter time, have the whole of our property swept 
away. Why it was only at the last discussion on this subject, in the 
Court of Sewers, on Tuesday, that Mr. Alderman Copeland, in speaking 
upon a petition presented from the ward of Bishopgate, after we had 
been told by an honourable member that we ought to be content 
with the same dividends as were paid in the public funds, told us that we, 
the chartered gas companies, had better put our houses in order, for our 
days were numbered, and we should not be in existence in another 
year! “I have seen,” said the worthy alderman, “within the last few-days, 
something which has so astounded me in reference to the manufacture of 
gas that, it is my firm and deliberate opinion, within twelve months, gas 
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will be manufactured at the pit’s mouth, and no more coal will be converted 
into gas within the City of London, for everybody will be able to make gas 
in their own houses.” I said immediately, that that was a very pretty 
comment upon the petition from Bishopsgate; for, while we are being asked 
to be content with 3 per cent. dividends upon our capital invested in such a 
precarious trade, we are next year to be left with empty pipes and black- 
ened walls. We could not have a better illustration of the weakness of the 
argument on the other side. I amconvinced that, when this matter gets to 
be more fully ventilated, this temporary breeze will pass over; and, if we do 
our duty to the gas consumers, I firmly believe they will continue to regard 
us with the same kind feelings that they have hitherto done. (Hear, hear.) 
Our endeavours will be to economize the manufacture while we improve 
the quality of our gas; and, as soon as you have got your 10 per cent., your 
six years back dividends, and your reserve-fund, no one will be more de- 
lighted than your directors to reduce the price of gas from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 
1000 feet. We have nothing to gain by not doing our duty. Most of your 
directors have something to do with public life; we are all amenable to 
public opinion, and we have none of us, I am persuaded, a desire to shirk 
the obligations imposed upon us; but, we must not forget we are trustees of 
a quarter of a million of money, and we have a duty to you as well as to the 





public, which we must honestly discharge. So long as we do that in obe- 
dience to the law of the land, no one can fairly make a charge against us. 
The public press has been instigated to take up the various sides of 
this question. My attention has just been called to leading articles in 
two newspapers of this day’s date. One, in the Morning Post, states the 
matter, as I think, very impartially; another, in the Morning Advertiser, 
has certainly surprised me. I cannot help wondering that a paper con- 
ducted with so much talent, and generally with so much fairness, should | 
have lent its columns to such ez parte and obviously untrue statements. It 
has dealt with the question entirely without reference to any increased 
demand which the Legislature has made upon the gas companies. It | 


arraigns the companies at the bar of public opinion, and charges them with 





| the past two months, there has been quite sufficient said on behalf of the 


having abandoned all their former professions, and as being traitors to the 
public interest. Amongst other things, it charges this company, in parti- 
cular, with having demanded from a consumer a meter-rent of 15 per cent, 
The thing is a mere hallucination of the mind. We have no meter-rent; 
we have charged none. The foundation upon which the statement rests is 
this, and it shows the carelessness with which the article in question is 
written :—at the last meeting of the Commissioners of Sewers, one of the! 
members of the court stated that such a charge had been made by the 
Imperial Company, and he produced a paper showing that such was the 
case. For Great Central Company, therefore, read Imperial. ‘he writer thus 
does us an injustice in asserting not only that we charge a meter-rent, 
which we do not do, but in charging it at an extravagant and unfair rate. | 
I think we have a right to expect, from an organ of public opinion so highly | 
respectable as the Morning Advertiser that, when it does admit into its| 
columns a statement of this kind, it should at least be at the pains to ascer-| 
tain that, as far as the parties accused are concerned, it is not a pure fabri- 
cation. (Hear, hear.) I have thought it my duty to mention the matter 
here, because the licensed victuallers of the metropolis are a very important 
body; they are large gas consumers; they read this paper, perhaps, more 
than any other, and I would not willingly have their minds prejudiced by 
statements which are untrue. Gentlemen, I do not know that I have much 
more to say to you. There is, however, one question with regard to the 
working capital. You will perceive by the report that the present share 
capital of the company paid up is £172,160, which leaves uncalled of the 
amount sanctioned by Parliament £27,840. Now, we recommend that, of| 
this sum, £17,210 should be raised by the issue of 1721 shares at par to the) 

resent shareholders, which will give one new share for every ten shares 
held by them. This is made necessary, as you will perceive by the re- 
port, to some extent, by the extensions required in the forthcoming year, 
and by the provision for increased purity under the new Act; and like- 
wise, by the fact that, in making a new coal contract, we have to get 
coals, of a better quality, for the —- of giving a higher illuminating 
power. We find, too, that we can make a better bargain with the coal- 
owners by paying cash, instead of giving a three months bill. We shall 
have to pay something like £5000 per month for coals, and we do not, 
therefore, scruple to ask for further share capital, as we think there will be 
no difficulty in paying the dividends upon it. We think it is desirable we 
should be supplied with this new capital; and, if you agree with us, you 
will accept the resolution that will be proposed in reference to it. We pro- 
pose to issue the shares at par to the present shareholders. They are now 
at premium, but we think that, if divided at par, they may fairly be taken, 
as was done in more prosperous times. You will find, from the two reports 
of Dr. Letheby, that we have been performing our work well, and have paid 
great attention to the purity of our gas. The illuminating power has been, 
on an average, about 11 sperm candles; in future, it will be something over 
12, because, under the new Act, we cannot take an average of observations 
extending over the quarter. We must always supply gas of the illumi- 
nating power of 12 sperm candles, as the minimum; so that we shall have 
to work up to 13 or 14; and,in order to do that, we have paid very great at- 
tention to the necessary arrangements. Mr. Harris’s report shows that the 
works are in good order; and, I am sure that, if any proprietor should hap- 
pen to be at Bow, and would look in at the works, he would be delighted 
with the admirable condition they are in. When the directors were there 
last week, we were very glad to see not only that the works themselves 
presented so satisfactory an appearance, but that the men were looking 
trim, and in good order. We happened to be there at the time when the| 
day men were going out, and the night men were coming in, and we were) 
much struck with their clean and cheerful appearance. Before the men) 
left, the foreman came and asked that they might play usa tune. We| 
consented; and eighteen of the men turned out with a brass band, formed) 
themselves into a circle, and gave us an excellent concert. (Cheers.) [| 
am sure, if any of our friends are accustomed to give lawn parties, they) 
never need want for music, if the manager can spare the men. (Hear, 
hear.) I mention this an as instance of the good organization and manage-| 
ment which prevail, and as showing, not only prosperity in the working} 
arrangements, but happiness amongst those employed by the company.| 
(Hear, hear.) Inow beg leave to move—* That the report and accounts, as| 
circulated among the proprietors, be received and adopted, and that a divi-| 
dend be now declared for the half year ending the 30th of June last, at the’ 
rate of 6 per cent., free of income-tax, and that the same be payable on “I 








Dr. BApGER: Before that question is put, allow me to ask you, in refer-| 
ence to the price of gas, whether the statement made in the Court of 
Common Council, that the Act of Parliament gives the gas companies) 
power to raise the price to 5s. 6d., and even 7s. 6d. per 1000 feet, is correct. | 
I should like to know whether any such power exists. If it is not so, the 
fact ought to go to the world. 

The Cuarrman: We have the power to raise the price to 4s. 6d., the Act 
of Parliament prescribing that all companies which did not previously 
charge that price may do so if necessary to make up their dividends. But 
we cannot raise the price beyond 4s. 6d. without going to the Secretary of 
State, to whom, after notice is given to all parties concerned, we must show 
good grounds for making such an advance. If such grounds are shown, we 
may, with his consent, charge any price not exceeding 5s. 6d. for common 
gas, and 7s. 6d. for cannel gas. The policy of the Act is, that the companies 
are entitled to a dividend of 10 per cent. upon their capital, which, if they 
can get with gas at 4s. 6d., they cannot exceed that price; but, supposilig 
anything unusual should occur, as that the price of coal was enormously 
increased, or anything of that kind, Parliament has considered itfright that 
there should not be a cast-iron rule as to the price the companies should 
charge, but the question of price is left to be adjusted by the cost of mate- 
rials, and by the equity of the case. Still, we cannot raise the price without 
the permission of the Secretary of State, and after due notice to the Com- 
missioners of Sewers, and all others concerned. 

Mr. C. Nicnorson: I am glad the honourable proprietor has asked the 
question, because it must be quite clear to every one who reads the news- 
papers that there exists in the public mind a great misapprehension, not 
only with regard to that fact, but also with regard to the whole working 0! 
the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. I am very sorry to believe that the mis- 
apprehension has been in some cases, to a very great extent, wilful. I can- 
not believe for a moment that the men who have got up to speak in the 
Court of Sewers, the Common Council, and elsewhere, can have unin- 
tentionally so misunderstood a plain Act of Parliament as to give to 
it a totally different meaning than that which the Legislature intended it 
to bear. I think, Mr. Chairman, it must be admitted that within 


gas consumers of the City of London. It seems to me to be quite time that 





happen to be one of the largest shareholders in this company, I may, per 








something was said for the shareholders of the gas companies; and, as] 























DQM Fase = 


npn e@® 





e a” 











—— 


Nov. 5, 1861.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 757 





haps, be allowed to take what I consider a fair and impartial view of this 
question, as affecting the interests of the proprietors generally. The whole 
City has been ringing, for the last two months, with the tale of the grievances 
of the consumers of gas. Dr. Abraham, and some of those who have con- 
federated with him, have agitated the question in every possible way. 
First of all, we have been called a parcel of monopolists; then,we are 
accused of being extortioners, unjust usurers, seeking to obtain from the 
consumers of gas more than a fair amount of interest for the money invested 
in our works. But, how stands the fact? They state that we went to 
Parliament, and obtained the new Act for the purpose of getting rid of our 
obligations under our former Act. Surely, they know better. They know 
very well that we—I mean the gas companies—were not the promoters of 
this bill. The agitators themselves, the representatives of the parishes 
of London, were the promoters, and we were entirely opposed to it. You 
know, gentlemen, it has been said, and said very truly, that when the gods 
want to punish wicked people, they very frequently give them all they 
desire. Putting Parliament in the place of the gods, we find that Parlia- 
ment gave these agitators all they asked for. We opposed the bill because 
we found it was one entirely in the interest of the gas consumers, and 
ignoring altogether our interests; and we should have been glad if Parlia- 
ment had not passed the measure at all. But the agitators succeeded in 
getting their bill; and, if they are punished by its provisions, all I can say 
is, that they have trodden upon their own toes. (Hear, hear.) What are 
the grievances of which they complain? They complain of the amount of 
dividend that we are allowed to make. Now, I say that no person investing 
his money in a trading company, ought to receive less, under any circum- 


\|works, of @ very precarious nature, and liable to so many acci- 
\|dents, he ought not to receive less than 10 per cent. The Legislature 
has said the same, which shows that the view I have taken is a sound one. 
Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, and the committee over which he presided, were 
capable of looking at the two sides of the question, and not like Dr. 
|| Abraham, only able to see one side. They examined into this matter most 
\|carefully, and their opinion was, that we were entitled in all fairness to 
make 10 per cent. if we could, seeing that we were exposed to so many con- 
tingencies, that the dividend, which is 10 per cent. one year, may next 
year be reduced to no per cent. at all. Accordingly, they fixed the maxi- 
mum at 10 per cent., and provided, that so soon as we attained this fair and 
equitable profit on our investment, the Government should have power to 
step in for the protection and advantage of the gas consumers, and compel 
us to reduce the price of our gas. But this provision, which is the great 
safeguard the public have against what these agitators call the extortion 
of the gas companies is entirely left out of view, which is extremely unfair. 
(Hear, hear.) In my own case, I have been intrusted with the sum of 
£1600 to deal with for the benefit of a widow and four children. They 
could not live upon the interest of that money if invested in the funds, and 
I had a discretionary power to invest it where they would get a higher rate 
of interest. Fearing to invest it in any one kind of property liable to great 
fluctuations, I divided it, and placed a portion of it in railways, and a por- 
tion in gas companies. I did so, hoping to get for the widow and her 
children, something like 5 per cent. for the money, instead of 3 per cent., a 
difference amounting almost to the difference between starvation and sub- 
sistence. And remember to what fluctuation gas property is subject. A 
few years ago, Trafalgar Square was lighted by the electric light, and im- 
mediately a panic seized the shareholders in gas companies, who rushed with 
their shares into the market, believing they would soon not be worth having. 
Iam sure lam not exaggerating, when I say that at that time all the gas property 
in London was depreciated 20 per cent. The other day Mr. Alderman Cope- 
land told the Court of Sewers—the Lord have mercy on us shareholders!—that 
very soon every man would become his own gas-maker. It was probably 
only a theory that he broached on that occasion, but we do not know 
whether something of the kind may not happen. But, apart from such a 
possibility, look at the contingency to which the chairman has alluded 
The circumstance of an open window near where our men were laying on 
a service, which no one could see, or have any idea of, brought upon this 
company a claim which has been compromised at an expenditure of some 
£30,000, and might have been £60,000—three years dividends! Think of 
my poor widow and orphans deprived of their income during that period, 
from such a calamity; and then tell me whether gas shareholders have not 
aright to have their claims asserted, and whether equity, truth, and justice, 
are all on the side of Dr. Abraham or not? I say it is quite time that the 
shareholders’ cause should be heard, and that the rights of the shareholders 
should be maintained. (Hear, hear.) Iam happy to say that we have in 
the chairman a gentleman who is as ready and willing as he is able to 
maintain and defend our rights, who is a worthy champion not only of the 
just claims of this company, but of every gas company in England; and I 
shall feel that, as long as he occupies his present position, and guides the 
helm of our affairs, I, as a large shareholder in the company, can be content 
to leave my property in his hands. (Cheers.) 


Mr. Gray: I think every one present will agree with me, that it is a 
great happiness to see our worthy chairman in that state of equanimity 
which he has exhibited this evening, and which we could hardly have ex- 
pected, knowing the amount of abuse to which he has been subjected during 
the last two months. (Hear, hear.) But my honourable friend must be 
fully aware that I have gone through the same ordeal. (“ Hear, hear,” and 
alaugh.) I can say, however, that, when I have a right cause in hand, 
and know that I am undeserving of censure, the abuse of any number of 
men has no effect upon me—(hear, hear)—because I know that such a 
mode of dealing with a cause generally recoils upon the heads of those who 
employ it. Of one thing I may be permitted to express my surprise and 
astonishment, and that is, that a gentlemen educated for a learned profes- 


stances, than 74 per cent.; and where the property is, as in gas- | 


sible men. We were not prepared for that. (Hear, hear.) The Great 
Central Company, being included in the provisions of that bill, have availed 
themselves of the opportunity thus afforded, seeing that they were compelled 
to adopt a higher standard of illuminating power, of getting rid of their 
former Act by which they were limited to a maximum of 4s. per 1000 for 
the gas which they supply. My friend has said very correctly, that the 
increase in the illuminating power is more than an equivalent for the in- 
crease in the price to the consumers, I have no hesitation in stating that, 
if the consumers will but take the trouble to regulate their consumption, 
they will derivea very great benefit from this increased illuminating power. 
But, if people will use their gas extravagantly, they must expect to pay for 
it. They have the power in their own hands, if they think proper to exer- 
cise it; but, if men will not be prudent in the management of their own 
business, they have no right to turn round upon us and say that our regu- 
lations are oppressive. (Hear, hear.) We have always dealt fairly by the 
consumers; we have no desire to do otherwise. My honourable friend has 
stated most clearly, that the clauses in the Metropolis Gas Act impose obli- 
gations which are most onerous upon the companies. If the gas we supply 
is not of the quality and power prescribed by that Act, we are liable, upon 
conviction, to a penalty of £50, and an additional fine of £10 a day until 
the complaint is remedied. Is not that a sufficient protection to the con- 
sumers? Is not that a security against their being injured? Is it not 
obviously the duty and interest of the companies to supply gas of the power 
and purity stipulated for by the Act? I think no man can dispute it. I 
will not trespass much further upon your time; but, there is one thing to 
which I should like to allude. In the City Gas Company we have supplied 
meters gratuitously, and a few days ago we were obliged to condemn a large 
number. Of these, 380 were 3-light meters, which cost us, at 42s. each, 
£798. There were 250 5-light meters, which cost us 50s. each—£625; 90 
10-light meters, which cost us 65s. each, £292. 10s.; 30 20-light meters, 
at 87s. each, £130 10s.; and 15 30-light meters, which cost 117s. each, 
£87. 15s. These meters had been in use nine years, and their total cost 
was £1933. 15s., or, with the discount of 25 per cent. off, £1450. 6s. 3d. net. 
The sale of these meters, when removed, produced £114. 12s. 6d., showing a 
depreciation of £1335. 13s. 9d. Our meters stand in our books at £20,000; 
therefore, in eight years, the whole will be swept away, and it is necessary 
for the company to write off nearly £2000 per annum to replace meters 
which get out of work. This is a matter which certainly presses very 
heavily upon all gas companies. Our consumers have the use of these 
meters without charge, or they may supply their own if they think fit. 
Then, with regard to the consumers being in the power of the gas com- 
panies—why, nothing is more fallacious. We cannot raise the price of gas 
beyond 4s. 6d. without the sanction of the Secretary of State; if he is not 
satisfied with our reasons fer desiring an advance, he can withhold his ap- 
proval, and we are completely in his hands, and can do nothing in the 
matter. With respect to coals, I will just give you one fact. It is always 
a matter of regret to me when men make random statements for the pur- 
pose of inflaming the public mind. Dr. Abraham stated, on one occasion, 
that, notwithstanding the price of gas was only 4s., the gas companies had 
maintained a 10 per cent. dividend. A more unfounded statement no man 
ever made. From 1849 to 1851, the City Gas Company only paid 4 per cent. 
Then, you all know that last winter was a very trying season for the gas 
companies. Coals were much increased in value, and there were great | 
impediments in their transit from the river to the works. In 1860, the 
cost of coals to the Chartered Gas Company, for the half year ending | 
Christmas, was £57,055, and their rental £107,362. In 1861, in conse-| 
quence of the serious interruption to the transit of coals, the increased cost | 
to the company has been £15,000. These circumstances may occur any | 
year and to every company, and, therefore, it is perfectly right that we | 
should be in a position to have a reserve to meet such contingencies, | | 
I will not occupy more of your time, but just express my cordial con- \| 
currence in the statements which have been made by my honourable 
friend. | 
Mr. H.P. SreruEnson: I should just like to ask one question with reference 
to the arbitrators award, as it appears in the account. In the balance-sheet | 
for 1860, we have a foot-note which states that “The company is liable | 
under an award, dated the 16th of January, 1858, to pay the sum of 
£4667. 15s., in nine half-yearly payments of £017. 10s. 6d. each;” but, in the 1} 
balance-shect, we had “Eleventh instalment of arbitrators award.” Per- | 
haps it may be my ignorance of what has taken place at former mectings, | | 
but it seems to me rather anomalous. In the balance-sheet of this half|| 
ear we have “ Arbitrators award—tenth instalment.” Was the eleventh || 
instalment paid out of the profit and loss for 1860? 


The CHatRMAN: Perhaps the best way to explain that matter will be to | | 
call your atention to the fact that the arbitrators award was for £10,379. | | 
4s. 1d.; and I may take this opportunity of stating that this award was for 
extra illuminating power supplied to the company during the time of Mr. 
Croll’s management, upon the express condition that he should not call for | | 
it unless the company got 10 per cent. and asurplus. But you are aware | | 
that we could not get possession of our works without submitting to arbi- | 
tration, and the arbitrators awarded this £10,379 mainly for extra illumi- 
nating power. We had paid, up to July last, £6238. 19s. 6d. We begun by 
paying £2000 a year, but this year and part of last year it is about £1000. | | 
In July last, there remained £4140. 4s. 7d., to be paid in eight half-yearly | 
instalments of £517. 10s. 6d.—the last one having to be paid on the Ist of | 
July, 1865. Well now, that is the information; but what I wish to observe 
from this is, the unreasonableness of those who say—‘ You have given us | | 
before as high an illuminating power as the Act now requires; therefore, you | | 
ought to continue to give it without extra cost;” which means, we must be | 
taxed in our future revenues for what we have done before, and must go on | | 
giving that large illuminating power, with nothing in return for it. Be- 











cause we have given them so much more than we ought to have done, at | | 
the cost of our revenue, therefore we are to continue to doso. It seems | 
most unreasonable, and certainly it is a part of the argument that I do not | 


sion should condescend to use such expressions as have been employed 
towards the managers of gas companies by Dr. Abraham. It is not the 
ae a oo I have been say “eg Aa the a strain of observations peer Ar 
tom him; but I am very sorry that the Court of Sewers should tolerate a P , 
such language, guile in the absence of those against whom the remarks | _ Mr. Austrn: I should be glad if the directors could shadow out to us the || 
are directed. My worthy friend, the chairman, has, however, given an mode in which they propose to meet the expenses arising out of the Wood || 
answer to these reflections and accusations, which, I think, ought to satisfy | Street fire—whether we may take the £5000 charged in the present accounts | 
the minds of all reasonable men. (Hear, hear.) He has shown most | *S the approximate half-yearly sum we shall have to pay 
clearly, that it was not the object of the gas companies to go to Parliament The CHarrman: The mode in which it will be paid is as follows:—On'! 
at all; but that they were compelled to appear there in vindication of their | the 1st of February, we shall have to pay £2500, and the costs of the action, | 
own rights. If those unworthy and disturbing delegates from the parishes | which we say will possibly be £6000 altogether. That will be £8500. We || 
had adopted the course of quietly requesting the gas companies to make | shall then have to pay on the Ist of August, £3500, and each half year,| | 
such regulations as were necessary for the protection of the consumers, I | until 1865, £4750. According to the best expectation we can form of the! 
can answer for it, that we should have listened to any fair proposition | matter, and judging very much from what we are able to do in the present || 
which might have been made. But they wanted to do more; and the bill | half year, I have great hopes that we shall be able to allocate a sufficient | | 
which they introduced into Parliament was a bill which, if it had passed | sum from the earnings of the company to pay these respective claims, and, 
unaltered, would have taken the entire control of our affairs out of the | at the same time, to meet the fair demands of the shareholders in respect of 
nands of the directors, and placed them in the hands of a body of irrespon- ' dividend. 
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Mr. Austin: My object was to ascertain whether the additional capital 
referred to in the report would be employed at all for the purpose. 

The Cuairman: No doubt it will in the first instance. because hitherto 
we have been obliged to use the wear and tear account, which is intended 
for depreciation, as capital; therefore, we shall probably be obliged to apply 
a portion of the sum to the liquidation of this claim. But, if the honourable 
proprietor means—Do we intend to pay the claim on account of the fire 
out of the capital account, the answer of the directors is—No, we intend to 
bay, out of revenue. 

r. Smiru: In alluding to the circumstances out of which the fire arose, 
you spoke in your address about the carefulness of the men, that they had 
been ee in your service, and that they had done their work in a proper 
business-like manner. I should like to be informed as to whether it was 
done under superintendence. If that was not the case, I would suggest to 
you, in order to prevent a similar casualty, that such work should not be 
undertaken in future without the presence of the superintendent. 

The CuarrMan; In answer to that, I beg to state that it is very easy to 
be wise after the fact. We have now given strict injunctions that no 
operation of that kind shall be undertaken, except in the presence of one 
of the chief inspectors of the company. We have likewise given in- 
structions that, under no circumstances, shall a service be introduced into 
premises where there is any fire. I may say that it has been the universal 
practice with gas companies, as my friend Mr. Gray will testify, that when 
you have a service-layer competent for his work, the inspector goes, as was | 
the case in Wood Street, sees where the service is to be laid, and gives the | 
necessary instructions. The man who is best fitted to do the work after 
that is the service-layer, and you cannot take any greater precaution 
against accident than leave it to his judgment and skill. But we have now 
given the additional injunction, that it shall be done in the presence of the 
inspector, and that under no circumstance shall a service be laid where 
there are lights burning. I may say another thing. We have been in cir- 
cumstances of very strong competition, and those who looked at the inci- 
dents of that fire will remember that, while our service-layers were getting 
the service in, the superintendent of a rival gas company was going up to 
see if he could not stop the operation. i 








It is not a wholesome state of 
things to continue that kind of active competition, which is, to some extent, 
the parent of accidents of this kind. Another thing you will observe is, 
that while our men were doing their work, this experienced gentleman, 
belonging to the Chartered Company passed into the premises, and yet he 
was not at all conscious that what was going on was at all dangerous, or 
you may be sure he would not have gone in. It is very easy for him of 
course as it is for us, to be wise after the fact. We have drawn this moral 
from it, and we hope that we shall have no such calamity to lament in the 
future. 

The motion was then put and carried. 

Alderman GABRicL (deputy-chairman): I have now to move—* That 
1721 of the 2784 reserved shares be divided amongst the present share- 
holders at par, in the proportion of one new share for every ten now held 
by them, provided notice be given of their willingness to take the same on 
or before the Nov. 20 next; the new shares to be issued and paid for on or 
before the 1st day of Januaryjnext; and that such shares as are not applied 
for or not paid for atithe periods named, shall be dealt with by the directors 
for the benefit of the company; and that, in the case of shareholders holding 
fractional parts of ten, the directors be empowered to pay to such share- 
holders 4s. per share on such fractional parts, being at the rate of £2 
premium on each new share, and issue such shares at their discretion, for 
the benefit of the company.” In submitting the motion, I would only say 
that what, perhaps, has partly guided us in fixing the number at 1721 as 
the new issue, is, that it is just one in ten of the number of shares already 
out, and will leave of the capital of the company a further £10,000 to be 
issued, if a further demand becomes necessary. 

Mr. Austin seconded the motion. 

Mr. Kerry: I shall take the opportunity of saying a few words upon 
this subject. However painful it may be to put myself in opposition to the 
directors, I think I shall be able to give a good reason for doing so on the 
present occasion, as I shall show that this additional capital is not required. 
In the first place, I do not think it is exactly the way to get out of difficul- 
ties by encumbering ourselves with too much capital, inasmuch as the 
calling up of £17,210 will either add to our expenses, and be equivalent to 
the addition thereto of rather more than £1000 a year, or will diminish our | 
dividend to the same extent. I think, tliercfore, if it is possible to go on 
with the same capital, it will be far better to do so; and, unless I can have 
some stronger reasons given than those which are contained in the report, 
I, for one, shall certainly give the proposal my decided opposition. ‘The 
directors first of all ask for the additional capital, partly for funds to pay 
for some necessary extensions. That is the first paragraph. Now, 
considering that the districting is very soon to come into operation, 
and that the Secretary of State will be defining your limits of supply. 
I think it would be hardly wise on the part of the directors to make 
any more extensions until the districting has actually taken place, and 
the map has been formed. That is one reason why you do not require 
capital, and therefore I hope you will agree with me that, it will be prudent 
to defer any steps in this matter until after the next half-yearly meeting, 
when you will more clearly know what your position will be. The next 
paragraph states that the new capital is wanted to meet the claim made 
upon the company in respect of the Wood Street fire. The chairman has 
already stated that it is not intended to charge that claim on the capital 
account, and very properly so, too. Certainly, I could by no means consent 
to capital being paid for such a purpose. Whatever the effect of that 
transaction may be upon our dividends, it would be most improper to apply 
the capital for such a purpose as that. Besides, I think you have a pro- 
vision for such a claim in the altered position of the company. ‘The addi- 
tional 6d. per 1000 feet, which we are now charging for gas, will give 
£8000 per annum in addition to the present rental. 
The CHairMAN: Oh, no! certainly not. 

Mr. Kerry: If the rental is now £64,000 or £65,000, and you add an 
eighth to that, it will certainly amount to that sum, without any increase 
in the rental itself. | 
The Cuairnman: But £7000 odd is for public lights. 
Mr. Kerry: I apprehend the augmentation will take place upon them, as | 
upon the private consumption. 

The Cuatrman;: I do not know that. 

Mr. Kerry: Do you mean to say that, the charge for the public lights 
will not be increased ? 

The CHatrMAN: I do not enter into that at all. 

Mr. Kerry: Do I understand that the public lights will continue at the 
same rate as at present. ‘ 

The Cuarrman: No; Ido not give you to understand anything of the 
kind; but you are not to argue arithmetically that, because the public ! 
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lights are so much now, therefore, they will be increased so much. It may 
be, and is very likely that, with a large consumer of £7000 or £8000 a 
year, we may net charge the full 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Kerry: I cannot otherwise understand it. It seems to me that that 
must be the natural working of the thing. At all events, it will give you 
more than the £4590 which you have to pay annually; and, with regard to 
the first payment and costs, you have already reserved £5000. 1 think 
that is another reason why you do not require further capital. But, then, 
the report says it is required for working capital. Looking at the balance- 
sheet, it appears to me that, with respect to-working capital, you are in a} 
better condition than you have been for many years, inasmuch as you have | 
a smaller amount of liabilities—-only £14,757, as against £18,893 last year;! 
and, if you could discharge that £18,893 in 1860, with a working capital of | 
£4068, surely, you can discharge this £14,757, with a working capital of 
£20038. | 

The Cuarrman: You will recollect what I have stated—that we have 
cash payments to the extent of some £5000 a month to make for our coals, | 

Mr. Kerry: That is the only possible argument which you can have for 
calling up the capital; but, I maintain that, for the three purposes I have | 











named, it would not be discreet to do so. Then, there is another thing—| 
your arrears are upwards of £2000 more favourable to you this year than 
they were last; so that you are really in a better position than you have} 
been for the last seven years. I shall, therefore, move—“ That the con-| 
sideration of the issue of the new shares, as recommended in the report, be|| 
adjourned to the annual meeting in April next.” We shall then see the|| 
eflect of the recent alterations, and what extensions are necessary. | 

The amendment, having been seconded— | 

The Cairn said, I must say that I do not think Mr. Kerry has taken || 
a very comprehensive view of the question. He shuts out 'the most im-|| 
portant element of all—viz., that we have come under an obligation to | 
purchase our coals for cash. In order to do that, we must have money, || 
We shall have, in the next four months, to pay something like £5000 a)! 
month in this direction. Then, he has shut out all consideration of the}! 
extensions. He has argued as if he knew the whole circumstances, and || 
says that, because the districting is to take place within a certain time,|' 
therefore you do not require to make extensions. But that is a great mis-| 
take; the districting will make no difference to the extensions We must 
have an additional coke-shed and coal-stores. Our manager tells me— 
and, indeed, four or five years ago, before Mr. Croll went out, the necessity | 
for these extensions was pressed upon us. We have fought it off as long as|| 
we could; but, I may tell you, it is sometimes a question whether we can 
supply when there is a heavy pressure upon us. You must leave all tliese 
large questions to the directors, if you have confidence in them. A more 
inconclusive speech, or feebler reasons for a motion, I never heard than 
those which the honourable proprietor has addressed to us. I cannot agree 
with him. The shareholders may depend upon it we shall not ask them || 
for more money, or keep a larger amount of capital unproductive, than is 
absolutely necessary. We have financed for you for many years past. We 
emerged trom the condition of taking gas from a contractor who himself 
found the capital, into a manufacturing company on our own account. We | 
had to pay £200 a week for wages, and some of your directors had to advance 
money; und, when we want £2000 or £3000, they do so now. But that is 
not a necessary nor a desirable thing to continue; and the directors think 
that, as the money is wanted, the shareholders should have the opportunity 
of finding the capital, as we fully believe we shall have the means of paying 
the dividend upon it. 

A Proprietor: Can we not borrow the money upon debentures? 

Alderman Ganriet: We cannot do that. 

The CHairMAn: We have got to the limit of our debentures. } 

The amendment was put, and negatived; two hands only being held up 
in its favour; and the motion for the issue of the new shares adopted. 

Alderman Apniss: I think the resolution which has just passed will 
insure the adoption of the one I have now to propose. You have just car- 
ried a vote of confidence in the directors. J feel that every one present 
must feel that we are greatly indebted to the chairman for the very lucid 
statement he has made this evening, and that we owe our acknowledg- 
ments to the directors generally ior their attention to the affairs of the 
company, and have, therefore, great pleasure in moving—“ That the thanks 
of the meeting be given to the directors for their conduct during the past 
half year.” 

Mr. Gray: I quite agree in this recommendation. I must say that I think 
they have exercised a very sound discretion in compromising the heavy 
claim made upon them; for, though the loss is a very heavy one to us, | 
think, if the question had gone to the jury, we should have had to pay the 
whole amount. 

The motion was very cordially adopted. 

The Cuainman: Alderman Abbiss and gentlemen, I am sure the directors 
are fully sensible of these repeated marks of your confidence. I think 
this is our 2ist half-yearly meeting. We have passed through many 
scenes, sometimes bright, aud sometimes cloudy. I think, on the present 
oceasion, we have as bright a prospect before us as we have ever had. Our 
works are in a most satisfactory state, and it is somewhat remarkabie that, 
during the change which has created so much excitement out of doors, we 
have only had one formal complaint sent to our office,on account of the 
increase in price. (Hear hear.) That complaint was from a large con- 
sumer of £250 a year, who is a personal friend of my own. I went to his 
counting-house, and talked the matter over with him. I placed all the cir- 
cumstances of the case before him; and, though he is a Manchester man, 
and hard to deal with, I was able to make such an impression upon him, 
that he declared himself perfectly satisfied. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, we 
thank you for your kindness, and we will address ourselves, with all our 
energies to your service, fecling ourselves amply rewarded by the expres- 
sion of-your approval and confidence. (Cheers.) 

The proceedings then terminated. 


TOTTENHAM AND EDMONTON GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY 
The Annual General Mecting of this Company was held at the London 


| ‘Tavern, on Wednesday, the 30th of October—W. Buack, Esq., in the chair. 


Mr. J. BrtcKwec. (the deputy-chairman) read the notice convening the 
meeting, and also the following report and statements of account:— 
m . o = 
In presenting a report for the year ending Midsummer last, the directors 1 # 
much pleasure in stating that the operations have been satisfactory to them, aa 
they trust the results will be equaily so to the proprictors. , 
The accounts presented will allow of the usual dividend for the half-year, at the 
rate of 8 per cent. per annum, which the directors now recommend, but without 
deducting income-tax ; and they also recommend that the tax, deducted on the pre-; 
vious half year, shall now be repaid out of the balance of the year’s profits. || 


It is gratifying to the directors in being able to inform the proprietors that the | 
nn reaced | 





works were never in a more effective condition for sending out a large i 
ie apa. ae 
— 
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| supply of gas, which is anticipated during the ensuing winter. Since the last 
| general meeting, a new coal-store has been erected with a turn-table on the siding, 
| and a railway through the whole length of the store, at a cost of about £700, which 
| will effect a saving of more than half the former charge for housing ; and, what is 
of much greater advantage to the company, the coal thus stored being kept dry, will 
yield a larger quantity, and a better quality, of gas. Two new additional purifiers, 
| anda new 4 horse-power engine, are in course of erection; together with several 
minor works, which the increased demand for gas renders necessary. 
|| he directors are happy to state that the consumption of gas in the new district of 
|| Wood Green, has quite borne out the opinion expressed by them at a former 
| mecting. 
| In consequence of there being lately a larger consumption of gas in Lordship Lane, 
|| the directors have found it necessary to lay a new 6-inch main in place of the 2-inch 
previously put down in that locality. 
| tis expected that the time is not far distant when it will be needful that such 


Dr. 
|| To Capital stock—issued, 5000 shares at £5 cach . 
Less amount unpaid for call, to June 30, 1861 . 


General Balance-Sheet, for 
- £25,000 0 0 
59 0 0 
0 
4 
0 


24,941 0 
741 19 
1,725 0 
360 
1,169 11 


Liabilities, and amounts due to sundry persons 
a 2s ce te + ee 6 6 Be eS eS 
Dividend unclaimed . . . .. . 
Balance of profit and lossaccount . .... 


i 
4 


£31,613 11 0 
Dr. 

NDITURE 
|| Cost of coal carbonized 
Wages paid. . .. 
Purifying materials . 
Sulphuric acid. . . 

Rates and taxes . 

Wear and tear—genera 

Ditto of retorts ... 

Printing and stationery 
|| Rent of siding i a 
|, Lamp-columns, frames, lamps, &c. 

Salaries—manager and sceretary 
| Directors and auditors. . . 

Incidental expenses of trade . 
||Intereston bonds .... 
|| Balance—profit for the year 


i " 


Se aeee S 2. 
44.66.44 ee 6 4&0 OS 
SOC6@Qeeeqguseeats eeu 
SMH CH Se GOO 66 eS 
9 EF 4 (45-44 £46 6.9 

etn ne we we 


°° 2,211 
£7,183 6 0 
Proposed Appropriation— 

Paid deficiency of dividend, to June 80,1860 . .. . 
Ditto half year’s ditto, at 8 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, to 
ee bo 6. ne 6 eho ee ee ee eS 
To pay ditto ditto, ditto ditto, ditto, to June 30,1861 . . 2... - 
|Balance to be carried forward . . 1.20 2s. ec ee eee s 


£8516 8 


955 19 10 
1,039 3 11 
130 7 5 


£2,211 7 10 





| The CiratrMAn, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts, said 
|it was very gratifying to him that he was able to say the directors had rea- 
| lized all that last year they held out the expectation of to the shareholders. 
| The slight deficiency which there was in the amount of profit necessary to 
| pay the 8 per cent. dividend in 1860, in consequence of the heavy expenses 
jof the company, had been more than made up this year, so that the direct- 
jors were able to recommend not only that the 8 per cent. dividend should 
|be continued, but also that the income-tax, which the proprietors paid 
themselves on the last occasion, should be refunded to them out of the 
balance of this year’s profits. He was sure the proprietors present would 
agree with the statement in the report that the company were in a very 
good condition. ‘The works were in the most perfect order, and capable of 
jaffording a supply of gas in their district toa much greater extent than 
before; and, he had no doubt, if spared for another year, he should be able 
to congratulate the company upon their increas 
extensions which they had made were all remunerative, while the new 


| 


' 





By Gas-rental, forone year . . . - 


| 
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| to Mr. Randall, the secretary of the company. 


, 
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main be continued, so as to join the one at the other end of the lane from Wood 
Green, which, at present, extends as far as the Masons’ College; which establish- 
ment has lately become one of our best customers. 

In conclusion, the directors may remark that, however satisfactory these accounts 
may appear, the profits would have been greater, had it not been for the late severe 
winter, which not only increased the price of coal, but caused a large addition to 
the labour account; which state of things, they trust, will not for a long time hap- 
pen again. 

The two directors who go out of place this day, are William Black, Esq., and A. 
A. Croll, Esq., who have given the required notice; and, being eligible, now offer 
themselves for re-election. 

The auditor who retires at this meeting is] Robert!Laing, Esq.; he, also, being 
eligible, now offers himself for re-election. 

The dividend declared at this meeting will be payable, on the 8th of November 
next, by warrant, as heretofore. 


Cr. 


By Amount expended on works to June 30,1861 .... . +. « £28,377 18 11 
Stock on hand— 

GMM s <2 «+6 £119 14 0 

Coke and tar 49 0 0 

Sulphate of ammonia * * 6 0 0 


a 2s @ Boe 


Amounts due to the company— 
Gas-rental, &e. . . . « « 


Coke . - © «© © © © © « 


£1,656 11 9 

. 140 
— 1,661 15 9 
Cash—balance at bankers, June 30, 1861 «ses 1,309 2 4 


£31,613 11 0 


RECEIPTS. 


Coke sales, &c., and stock . . . 
Sulphate of ammonia, ditto. . . 
Sales of lamp-columns and fittings 
Discounts,&c. . . .« 


£7,183 6 0 


Balance brought down—net profit for the year 


The motion was seconded by Mr. Brusur1exp, and adopted, 
Dr. Nicuot, one of the auditors, acknowledged the vote for himself and 
colleague. 


A vote of thanks to the directors for their services during the past year 
was heartily responded to, and Mr. BrickweE.u acknowledged the same. 


Mr. LAuGuton moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Barclay, the engineer, and 





Mr. BrickweELt, in seconding the motion, said the directors, more than 
any one else, knew the value of the services of these gentlemen, and could 
better appreciate the zeal and assiduity with which their duties were dis- 
charged. The engineer, Mr. Barclay, was indefatigable—night and day, he 





| was ready for every claim made upon him; and the secretary, Mr. Randall, | | 


ing success, because the | 


coal-store,and other additions to their works, enabled them to effect greater | 


economy in the expenditure. 
“That the report and accounts now read be received, adopted, and entered 
on the minutes of the proceedings of the day.” 

Mr. LauGuron seconded the motion. 

Dr. LippELt again called the attention of the board to the propricty of 


With these remarks, he begged to move— | 
| conducted the afiairs of their manufacturing department. 


was a most efficient officer, and fully satisfied the directors on every | 
point. 

The CHArnMAN supported the resolution, and said, much of the success ; 
of the company depended upon the efficiency with which the engineer | 
The mode in| 


| which the secretary kept the accounts was highly creditable; and it was 


jhaving the report and accounts of the company printed and circulated | 


jamong the shareholders prior to the annual meeting. It was the course 
usually adopted in gas companies, and its adoption here would enable the 
proprietors to prepare themselves for making any inquiries upon which 
they desired information from the directors. 

| The Cuamman said it was a matter upon which the directors were wil- 
ling to consult the wishes of the shareholders. ‘The expense would not be 
great, and if it was desired the board would see it carried out. 

| After some conversation on the point, the motion for the adoption of the 
report was put and carried, and it was agreed that the question of the 


| at the Works, Horseferry Road, Westminster, on Friday last, the Ist inst.— 


printing of future reports and balance-sheet, should be left with the 


| directors to decide. 
' 
Mr. BrickwELuL then moved and Mr. Brusurrerp seconded, that the 
dividend of 8 per cent. free of income-tax, as recommended in the report, 
be declared, which was agreed to. 


On the motion of Mr. Laucnron, seconded by Mr. Perkins, Mr. Black, | 
| tors, are now before you. 


the chairman, and one of the retiring directors, was re-clected. 
The Cuairman acknowledged the compliment thus paid to him, and 
| Said he still should endeavour, as he had hitherto done, to merit the con- 


| perity of the concern has been only interrupted, and solely by influences, which, 


fidence of the shareholders by a diligent attention to the discharge of his | 


duties. 

| Dr. LippEext moved the re-election of Mr. Croll. He said he was glad of 
|the opportunity cf doing so, because it enabled him to express the great 
satisfaction he felt in having a gentleman of such talent and experience in 
§4s matters, as one of the directors of the Company. 


|And acknowledged by Mr. Croll. 

| On the motion of Mr. Perkins, seconded by Mr. Warp, the retiring 
|| auditor, Mr. Larne, was re-elected. 

| The Cuarrmay, after referring to the efficient manner in which the 
jauditors discharged their duties, moved that the remuneration of those 
| €entlemen be increased from £20 to £30 per annum. 


| Road, and the completion of an additional coal store at Westminster, which will 


| Mr. Brusnrietp seconded the resolution, which was cordially adopted 


} 


very gratifying to see how harmoniously these two officers worked together. | 
The motion was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. Barciay and Mr. RANDALL severally acknowledged the vote in 
suitable terms, and the proceedings then terminated. 





| 
| 
CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-yearly General Court of Proprietors of this Company was held 


S. Apams Beck, Esq., the governor, presiding. 
The Secrerary (Mr. Burls) read the notice convening the meeting, and | 
the minutes of the last general and special courts, which were approved as | 
correctly entered. | 
The following report of the directors and statements of account, having | 
been previously printed and circulated, were taken as read :— | 


The accounts for the half-year ending at Midsummer last, attested by your audi- 


Your directors have to regret that the results of the trading are not so favourable 
as they could wish; still, they have no cause for despondency, seeing that the pros- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
with every care and attention, they were unable to control. | 
You will doubtless bear in mind the unparalleled severity of the weather, during | 
the concluding part of last year, and the commencement of the present, which, more | | 
or less affecting other companies, bas especially injured yours. 
Your directors have to report the erection of a new tank and gasholder at Curtain 


considerably increase the efficiency of those stations, and warrant the expectation 
not only of a return to former, but of still greater prosperity. 

Meanwhile, placing before you the actual results of trading, your directors are 
unable to recommend for your adoption, at this time, a dividend exceeding the rate 
of £6. 10s. per centum per annum, for the half year, payable in the usual way, with- 
out deduction for income-tax. 

Your directors conclude by assuring you, that both interest and duty prompt to 
the exercise of all their influence to promote the general prosperity of your 
concern. 
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Dr. Profit and Loss Account, from December 25, 1860, to June 24, 1861. Cr. 
To Coais consumed in the half year, includinglabour , . . . . £70,082 5 7 | By Rental of lightforthehalfyear . . ee ten hh. Seal Gal cy -£110,668 5 } 
Stores, &c., used, viz. :— Coke and breeze, deducting labour, viz.:— 
Retorts and setting,includinglabour. . . ... . +. 1,84 2 4 Ma! Tandinigtaat o> «sigh-~<l~ lel £19,739 7 10 
Lamps and lamp lighting, ditto. . . . .. ... . 2,489 5 4 NE are eins ore stice ee 6 792 18 6 
General wear andtear,andmains. . . . £8,696 1 8 20,582 6 4 
Less received for old and burnt stores. . 303 19 11 | = and other products, deducting labour . oo “hw s 
8,392 1 9 | ts and s allowed by tradesmen for ‘cash pay- 
Carrying on the works. oh ~~ pe re es SO aaa “— eg ee oo oT 5 eR Oe 
Meters and fixing, need labour o. EST oe - 2,471 14 9 Poplar station rent account, balance gg) oe le art 12 01 
Paving. . SOS oo So ORE MES ~s 965.17 4 | Rents received . ore ee 413 18 5 
Directors and ‘auditors | eLdirerto | 0: ©) ethws Forse sesue - 1,198 1 0} Rates recovered from the parish’ of St. Margaret 
Salaries and commissions. . . « « »« « © #@ + «© «© « 9,408 4 1) and St.John . . cis 5 @ Bae S's 
Wages and contingencies, viz. :— Ditto from the parish of Clerkenwell ami 9115 2 
ie + 6 6 6 6 ee ee ee ee dnccaiisileh aaah 625 110 
Contingencies . . «© « 2 © «© © «@ 612 4 4 
13,991 8 6 
Rent and taxes, viz. :— | 
See oe a ee a ee ee £365 6 7 | 
ES edo wk © dee ho eo 2,899 6 0 
3,264 12 7 
De se hee 6 eee ee Se eee ft 92419 6 
Lawexpenses , 6" eis «€ 6 es «8% 400 4 2 
Annuity to Mr. J. Cowell, late accountant. . . «+. » 65 0 0 
Sick and benevolent fund . a ee ee a 130 0 0 
Debts due at the stations, being bad, written off, £817 13 6 
Received on baddebts . . 2. . 2 «© « 3112 3 
— 786 1 3 
Depreciation of gasholder on leasehold property. . . . . . 50 0 0 
"ot pata stdiegp lle a ee ee 211 810 
Parliamentary expenses . . . « 2 © © © © © 71017 6 
hed a pte al at a rw ol Sw. 1,025 3 9 
£117,012 4 3 
PEs ees a Se + Ow ow ese oe eS 21,013 11 7 | 





£138,025 15 10 
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£138,025 15 10 10 









































Dividends remaining unpaid . 5,663 18 0 
Debts due by the company for ‘coals, ‘and to eundry tr tradesmen and 
others . 6,407 0 9 
Amount due to collectors for ‘commission, “viz. 
Westminster station . . 2. 2. 6+ « «© £56319 2 
Brick Lame ditte . . . © © «© © @ @ 248 3 8 
Curtain Road ditto . . « 0 «© « e 11467 1 
——_—_ — — 928 911 
Amount due for wages and contingencies, viz.:— 
Westminster station . . . . . + «© « £726 19 10 
risk Lameditteo . « . ss 6s we 25219 8 
Curtain Road ditto. . . . . 2 132 3 9 
ees - i 3s 
Amount due at chief office for contingencies. . . 3.3 0 
Balance of profit and loss, viz.:— 
Balance to Dec. 25, 1860. £30,350 5 0 
Less half year’s dividend on 
£660,000 . . . «. « . 29,700 0 
—_—_—_——— £650 5 0 
Profit of the half year ending June 24, 1861 . 21,018 11 7 
ere 21,663 16 7 
Contingent-fund, at Christmas, 1860 . . . . 417,580 12 6 
Add dividend received on amount invested . . 26715 ¢ 
—— 17,848 8 3 
Amount of calls ae Ste ee ee ee ee 27,000 0 0 
Depreciation of g leasehold property, 
at Christmas, 1860 . . reer af 15112 0 
Add proportion for this half year . ae oe 50 0 0 
Ditto dividend received on amount invested 112 0 
——— 203 4 0 
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£27,350 11 10 | 


£108,180 15 7 

















Dr. Balance-Sheet, June 24, 1861. Cr. 
To Ist, 2nd, and 3rd on (+r « « oe © © | By Amount due to the company, viz.:— 
Fourth ‘capital . eee eve wn tc « Se SS H For rent of light at the several stations, viz.:— 
—__——— £660,000 0 0 | Westminster station, . . . . . . £36,534 13 0 
Expended, viz. :— Brick Lane ditto. . . ... 13,931 9 5 
Westminster station— | Curtain Road ditto . . .... 6,801 2 0 
Balance at Christmas . . . £386,509 5 2 £57,267 4 5 
Expended this half year, viz. — For coke and breeze sold at the stations, viz.: 
For Purchase of free- Westminster station. . . .  £ 991 5 1 
hold and lease- Brick Lane ditto. . . . « « 1,024 17 10 
hold property. £31 6 4 Cartels Road ditte .. e« e+ ecee 242 3 6 
New retorts. . 88 2 8 -——- 2,258 6 5 
Ditto warehouse 412 14 11 | For tar and other products sold at the stations , ee 466 14 8 
Ditto scrubber , 58115 8 | Balances of sundry accounts due tothe company . ... ., 959 0 4 
Ditto purifiers , 41812 9 Treasurer’s accounts, viz. :— 
Dittoengine. . 377 8 0 Balance of generalaccount, . . . . . £1,518 9 6 
Ditto photometer- Ditto of dividend ditto . . .... 67414 0 
room . 96 5 6 —_———_ 2,193 3 6 
Ditto governor- Cash advanced to pay wages at the stations... ° . 1,090 0 0 
house oF te 2214 0 Stores on hand, viz.:— 
Ditto mains, . 1,764.18 2 Westminster station . oe a a £3,313 11 5 
a a 2,405 8 10 
£4,093 18 0 5,719 0 3 
Cr. by amount re- Coals on hand, viz.:— 
ceived from the Westminster station. . . . . . « « £13,592 15 10 
Western Gas yl ee 4,124 17 7 
Co.,formains. 1,500 0 0 ee 271 16 11 
—— 2,593 18 0 eS aa ee ee ee oe 818 18 10 
—_—— £389,103 3 2 | 18,808 9 2 
Brick Lane station— | Coke and breeze on hand, viz. :— 
Balance at Christmas . . . . £162,199 12 1 | Westminster station. . . .. . £2513 1 
Expended this half year, viz.:— Brick Tame @ittie . . 2 se th 36114 7 
For new scrubber , £183 0 : Curtain Road ditto . ... . 72:17 3 
Ditto retorts. 166 11 — 135 411 
Ditto exhauster, 478 17 0 Tar and other products onhand, . . . . ° 589 14 8 
Ditto purifiers , 1,168 1 0 Ship Dispatch 692 5 0 
Ditto mains , 17217 4 Depreciation-fund, for gasholder’ on leasehold prope rty, invested 
Ditto offices , 30 9 0 in the purchase. of £165. 15s. 1d. Reduced Three per Cent. 
2,199 7 3 Annuities .. rd 153 4 0}} 
- 164,398 19 4 Contingent-fund, invested in the purchase of £18, 925. 17s. 2d, | 
Curtain Road station— Reduced Three per Cent. Annuities, . ,. : 17,848 8 3 
Balance at Christmas . . £74,004 17 7 | 
Expended this half year, viz.:— | 
For Purchase of free- | 
hold and lease- } 
hold property.£1,747 4 0 
New tank and | 
gasholder , , 2,445 4 1 | 
Dittowell . , 950 0 0 | 
a 5,142 8 1 | 
——— 79,147 5 8 | 
| 
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The Governor: Gentlemen, it now becomes my duty to address you upon 
| the subject of the report and accounts for the last half year, and, in order that 
| I may be regular in doing so, I will move—“ That this meeting do agree with, 
‘and confirm, the report of the court of directors, and the auditors report and 
statement of the accounts of the company so transmitted.” We meet you 
to-day, gentlemen, under circumstances rather different to those under 
which we met you this time last year, because, as you will have already 
perceived, the dividend which we are able to offer you is not, as I am sorry 
to say, equal to what it was then. But I think I can explain to you, ina 
few words, the reason of this state of things, and convince you that, how- 
ever much it is to be regretted, the fault is not with your directors, but that 
it has arisen from misfortunes over which they had no control. The cir- 
cumstances which have affected us have, to a very large extent, affected 
other companies likewise. I believe—indeed I know, though I do not like 
| to mention names—that in two companies in the metropolis the proportion 
jof expenditure, as compared with our own, is much heavier. Then, too, 
you will remember that we always divide up to the last shilling, and have 
|no reserved profits. We give our proprietors at the time, the amount which 
| we have actually earned in the business during the preceding half year. 
| If you have by you the accounts for the corresponding period of 1860, you 
| will observe that our coals, during the last half year, have cost us £13,027 
| more than they did during that period. The proprietors will naturally say, 








“ How came that to be so?” I think I shall be able to show that it was 
from no fault of ours at all. At the beginning of November, 1860, our coal 
stores were nearly full. But we had not quite so much coal storeage last 
| year at Curtain Road, in consequence of the alterations which were going 
on; but here and at Brick Lane it was the same asusual. From the begin- 
|ning of November to the 17th of December, no ships arrived in the river. 

On the 17th and 19th of that month 22 vessels arrived together, bringing 

lin them 10,000 tons of coal. In the interval, however, we had used 

a great portion of our stock, and, unfortunately, when the ships did arrive, 
|the frost had set in, and we could not get one out of those 10,000 tons 
| up to our works, We were, therefore, obliged to go the collieries in the 
|north, and in Wales, and in Lancashire, and get coals up by railway, cart- 
|ing them from Camden Town, Nine Elms, and, in fact, from wherever we 
| could get them. It was a time of great anxiety to the directors; we were 

here day after day, and though we actually succeeded in getting the coals we 
wanted, it could only be done at a greatly increased expenditure. It is very 
gratifying to know that, during the whole of that trying time, we had no 
| complaints from a single customer of a want of a supply of gas, which will 
| convince you that we did everything under the circumstances that we 
|possibly could. This is the true state of the case, the result being that, 
| though we had 9595 tons of coal in the river, we were obliged at the same 
| time to buy 10,778 tons at different places which, if we could have got our 
|own, we should have been able to do without. The average cost of our coal 
|in the river was 17s. 6d. per ton; but, it cost us 31s. 5d. per ton for the 
| 10,778 tons which we were obliged to get from other quarters. These are 
the simple facts, and the difference in the cost will make the 24 per cent. 
which your dividends are deficient of this half year—the £7500 additional 
| expense we were thus put to, constituting the difference between your divi- 
|dend for the last half year and that of the corresponding period of 1860. 
| You will remember, also, that last half year we had a sum of £3246, which 
we had received as premium on 150 reissued shares. Having just stated 
|these facts, I shall be happy to answer any question which the proprietors 
present may desire to put to me. 

| The Hon. R. H. Browne, the (deputy-governor), seconded the motion. 
A Proprietor: I beg to make a few observations before this motion is 
| put to the vote. It certainly is a sad affair that our dividends in six months 
| have gone down 2} per cent. Other companies have had the same circum- 
stances to contend with, but they do not appear to have met with the same 
misfortune. It will, I think, be advantageous, perhaps, to make a compari- 
son between the results of our working and those of some other companies; 
and, as I have attended the meetings of two or three gas companies lately, L 
will briefly do so. I find that during the last half year the London spent in coals 
|| £29,587, and received in rental £64,953. In like manner, the Great Central 
Company expended on coals £15,612, and received in rental £32,649. The 
Chartered Company expended £70,082, and received in rental £110,668. 
The same comparison holds good with coke and other products, which form 
a very important item in the profits. The proper way to make a comparison 
in such matters is, to bring all the items into one denominator, and, having 
| done so in the present case, this is the result—that, for every £100 expended 
in coal, the London Company received £219 in rental; the Great Central, 
| £208; the South Metropolitan, £254; while the Chartered only received 
£157. 

The Governor: Have any of those companies 4s. gas? 

The Proprietor: Yes; the Great Central. 

The GoveRNor: And they have paid 6 per cent. 

The ProrriEtor: Still, there is no diminution in their profits this half 
| year as compared with the corresponding half of last year. For every £100 
spent in coals, the London Company received £62 in products; the Great 
| Central, £73; the South Metropolitan, £70; while the Chartered only re- 
|ceived £35. 1 must say that I think the explanation given of this fact by 
|the governor seems barely adequate to account for this wonderful dispro- 
| portion, and I think it would be satisfactory to the shareholders if some- 
| thing more were said upon the point, because it is quite clear that the ad- 
verse winds and weather to which he has referred must have told equally 
| against other companies as against ourselves. - 
| Mr. Russeti: The gentleman who has just spoken has anticipated many 
lof the remarks I was about to make. The governor has stated that we 
‘have paid £13,000 more for coals than we should have done but for the cir- 
/cumstances to which he alluded. I see that our products have yielded 

£2300 more, so that the difference is about £10,000. It is perfectly clear 
that the London Company must be in the same position, and yet their 
dividends have increased. The Imperial is in the same position, and their 
dividends have increased. The Equitable Company will hold their meeting 
in a day or two, and their dividends have increased also. The Western 
Company maintain their dividend; and the Phoenix have rather increased 
than otherwise. I do not wish to cast the least reflection upon the directors, 
| for they do not appear to me to deserve any blame, but certainly the cir- 
| cumstance is a very remarkable one. In the report, I read, “ Your directors 
| have to report the erection of a new tank and gasholder at Curtain Road, 
| and the completion of an additional coal-store at Westminster, which will 
considerably increase the efficiency of those stations, and warrant the ex 
pectation not only of a return to former, but of still greater prosperity.” I 
should like to know from the governor whether the loss we have sustained 
in the increased price of coal has arisen from our not having had sufficient 
storeage room hitherto? 
The Governor: I think it is. We have but small storeage-room in pro- 
portion to the London, the Imperial, and other companies. No doubt, if 
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we had been able to keep 30,000 or 40,000 tons of coal in store, we should 
not have been obliged to send and buy coals wherever we could get them. 
We have now begun a new store at Brick Lane, and have just got possession 
of some property adjoining this station, which we have been looking after | 
for years for the same purpose. When completed, we shall have storeage- | 
room for 3000 tons more there, and 1000 tons here. 

Mr. Russet: Then, the proprietors may leave the meeting to day with 
the assurance that there is no probability of a similar calamity arising 
again, as far as deficiency of coal-storeage room is concerned? 

The Governor: Certainly. 

Mr. RussEti: Then, I have nothing more to say on that point. May I 
ask how much of the capital called up on the new shares has been expended ? 

The Governor: I think about half of it. 

Mr. RussEtL: And how much more is likely to be called for? Have you 
demands for the other? 

The Governor: Oh, yes; we have large sums to pay for freehold pro- 
perty. We have just completed the purchase of a corner piece of land at 
this station, which will give us the complete square, and largely increase 
our property for every purpose. The purchase of that land alone will 
require £11,500. 

fr. RussELL: When will the whole of this money be spent? 

The Governor: That, I cannot tell. 

Mr. iar Have you any reasonable ground for knowing when it will 
be spent? 

The Governor: If you mean, when shall we make another call, I can 
only say I have no idea that we shall do so for some time. 

Mr. Russet: I should like to know, with your increased district, what 
is the reasonable prospect of a demand for calls on these-shares? I think 
it would be very satisfactory to those who, like myself, are the holders of 
new shares, to know. 

The Governor: It is a very difficult question to answer, and I should 
be sorry to deceive any one present by saying that there would be a call 
next year. It would be putting a false value on the shares; and, if not 
made, the price would go down. In fact, it may never be. We are in 
negotiation for some land, upon which to build a new gasometer. Thecon- 
tract is not completed, and we may not be able to get it. If we do, that 
will take a considerable sum of money—perhaps £12,000 or £14,000. 

Mr. Russei: That is, if you get the land? 

The Governor: The purchase-money for that is small, but we must la: 
out a large sum upon it. I should be sorry to mislead any one in this 
matter. 

Mr. Russetu: The reason I ask the question is this: In the Equitable 
Company, they have stated that £5 per share is to be called up every year, 
until the whole is called up. The proprietors have, therefore, a specific 
statement before them; and I think it would be well for us to have some 
idea upon the subject. 

The Governor: If I had an idea, I would give it you. 

Mr. Brown: I am glad, sir, that you do not pledge the directors as to the 
amount of capital that will be called up. I should very much rather that, 
instead of my honourable friend pledging you not to call up the capital, 
that he should pledge you to carry out the spirit of that paragraph in the 
report which speaks of the erection of the new tank and gasholder at the 
Curtain Road station, and the completion of an additional coal store at 
Westminster; so as to increase the efficiency of these stations, and warrant, 
as you state, the expectation of a return, not only to former, but to still 
greater, prosperity. For, sir, it appears to me, that the gist of the very 
unfortunate report you have to make to us to-day, and all the disappoint- 
ment which we experience in reference to the dividend, arises almost wholly, 
if not solely, from the deficiency in the coal department; and, it is now our 
duty, as friends and as partners in this concern, to see how far we can, by 
expending our capital, amend our present position. I have taken notes of 
what you have said to us, and, reviewing the items in the accounts, I cannot 
help thinking that the shareholders are entitled to expect better working 
and better worked results for the future. I desire to ask no irrelevant 
questions, but such only as are matters of business, and which, I trust, will 
help us to understand more clearly what has brought about so unfavourable 
a half year; as well as what we are doing, or are about to do, to prevent 
the recurrence of our present disappointment. I can see no reason why the 
working results of this company should not yield a 10 per cent. dividend, 
and that speedily, too. The governor has told us, in few words, why we 
are in the condition we find ourselves in this half year; and, I must con- 
fess, I was rather disconcerted to hear him take so low ground as if this 
company should not be first and foremost to set the example to every other 
company in London. He told us that there were two companies in a worse 
condition than ourselves. 

The Governor: No; I only spoke as to purchase of coals. 

Mr. Brown: It is coal that I am directing your attention to. Coal is our 
living; from coal we derive our dividends; and, unless great attention is 
paid to coal, we shall have less and less dividend than we now have. It 
appears to me, sir, as far as I can judge, in examining the reports of the 
company, that our profit for the half year ending the 25th of December, 
1860, was £30,350; while the profit for the half year ending the 24th of 
June, 1861, was only £21,013—a difference of £9337 upon six months 
working. 

Mr. Box: The profit for the half year ending Christmas, 1860, was only 
£29,282. 

Mr. Brown: But to that you have to add the balance of profit and loss, | 
after paying the dividend of the previous half year, £1017. I think,on this | 
occasion, the directors are going to favour us by requiring that we should | 
pay “ income-tax on our dividends, whereas last half year it was paid out 
of profits? 

The Governor: No; it is just the same now as before—the income-tax 


| 
will not be deducted. 
Mr. Brown: Then, I think it a great pity that the phraseology of the | 


report has been altered. 

The Governor: I de not want to interrupt you, but you are comparing | 
this half year with that of the half year ending in December, in which 
there is an item of £3246 for premiums on reissued shares. | 

Mr. Brown: I am coming to that point. The profit is, therefore, about 
30 per cent. less in 1861 than in 1860. I desire to analyze this, in order to 
see how it is. Your rental has increased by £3300; your coke, breeze, and 
tar have produced an increase of £2300; you have a return in rates reco- 
vered from the two parishes of £625; so that I make the total increase 
£6225. But last half year, as you told us, you had added to your profit 
and loss account the sum of £3246, as premium received on 150 reissued 
shares; and you may, I think, fairly take credit for bank interest on de- 

osits, £163, which make together £3409, to subtract from the increase this 
valf of £6225, leaving, however, a balance of £2816, which apparently 
should go, in ordinary circumstances, to the increase of dividend. But, on 
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the debit side this half year, owing to the severity of the weather, your 
coals have cost you much more than the proportionate advantage gained 
by the increased revenue. There is also an increase upon lamps and lamp- 
lighting, paving, salaries and commissions, taxes, wages, coals lost at sea, 
and banker's interest. But, then, on the other hand, you gain £1600 on the 
wear and tear account; you gain £3300 on the retort account; you gain 
£450 on the sum written off for bad debts; and £640 by the diminution 
of parliamentary expenses; making a total of £6000 to go against the in- 
creased debits which I before enumerated. Now, therefore, the questions 
arising out of this state of things, seeing there is still a bond-fide loss, are 
these—I want to know why the severity of the weather at the beginning of 
this year specially injured this company more than any other gas company ? 
I would ask further, whether you have a coal committee, and of whom is 
it composed? Are our coals at the present time, or have they been, ex- 
posed to wet or external atmosphere? What is our present tonnage capacity 
for coal-store? Is the coal-store at Westminster ready to receive its full 
stock, and what is the quantity it will contain? And, sir,as you have re- 
ported that the efficiency of the station will be very much increased by the 
building of the new store here, I would ask why it was not erected two or 
three years ago? And, further, as it appears from the report, that we were 
brought into such a dilemma last winter by our coal store, which was 
nearly full in November, being exhausted before any fresh stock arrived in 
the middle of December, I should like to know what is the intended in- 
crease of storeage? WhenI have heard your replies, I shall be glad to 
make a few remarks upon them, because, really, this is a fearful state of 
things for a gas company to be in, and it ought to be remedied. Let us, by 
all means, have enlarged coal stores, and not have to wait from the middle 
of November to the middle of December before we can get a fresh supply 
on the works. . 

The Governor: The coals were in the river, but we could not get them. 

Mr. Brown: That is what I say; the frost prevented your getting them, 
and obliged you to pay 31s. 5d. per ton, instead of 17s. 6d. 

The Governor: In answer to the questions proposed to me, I would say 
that the reason why this company sufiered more in comparison than other 
companies from the severity of the weather was this, that our consumption 
is, say 120,000 tons of coal per year, and we have only storeage for 20,000 
tons, while other companies, with the same consumption, have storeage for 
perhaps 50,000 tons. I believe, with one or two exceptions, all the com- 
panies have storeage for more than we have. We are very contracted here 
for space, and we have no river frontage, which puts us to an additional cost 
of 1s. or 2s, per ton for our coals. The London Company have river access, 
so also have the Equitable and the Phoenix. The Imperial have river 
frontage at one of their stations, a canal at another, and the railway at the 
third. The City Company have river frontage; and, indeed, I believe we 
are the only company in London without one or other of these accommo- 
dations. We have three separate stations, and the cartage is very heavy to 
the eastern works. I believe, in proportion to our consumption, we have 
not anything like the storeage of other companies. Our actual storeage 
capacity is 25,000 tons, and in the heavy winter months that is about six 
weeks consumption, so that if we get cut off from our supply for that period, 
our stock becomes exhausted; and last winter, for five or six weeks, we 
literally had nota single ship from the north, and when the vessels did 
arrive in the river, we could not, owing to the frost, get a single ton up to 
the works. I hope our storeage will be increased by 6000 or 7000 tons by 
this time next year. In answer to the second question, | may state that 
there is a coal committee, which is formed of four members—myself, the 
deputy-governor, Mr. Barker, and Mr. Wells. That committee meets once 
a fortnight, and oftener when necessary. ‘Then, as to whether our coals are 
exposed to the weather; we have about 8000 tons of coal here that we can 
put under cover. We can take in about 4000 tons on the wharf, which to 
some extent is exposed; but, we cover it as well as we can with tarpauling. 
The next question, as to the capacity of the coal stores, I have already 
answered. The new coal store at Westminster, which will hold about 1000 
tons is actually completed. Then, we have bought other property adjoining, 
which will enable us very much to enlarge it—to what extent will depend 
upon circumstances; but there is ample recom to increase it for 3000 or 
4000 tons more. The reason it was not erected two or three years ago is, 
that we had not possession of the ground. We have been trying to get pos- 
session of it for the last twenty years, or more. The part upon which the 
new Coal store is erected has only been ours for the last twelve months, and 
we had to pay heavily to get the parties out. You ask, whether it has 
engaged our attention to increase the storeage at the other stations? We 
are doing so at Brick Lane. There, we have only had possession of the 
ground within the last month, and we are erecting storeage for about 3000 
tons additional. We are negotiating for the purchase of property at Curtain 
Road, which will give us room for 1500 tons; and we have also engaged a 
wharf since last year, which will give us increased accommodation in the 
sume way. 

Mr. Brown: I thank you for your explicit replies. We are met here, not 
for the purpose of finding fault, but as partners, who only see each other 
every half year, to consult with you as to how far we can concoct some 
plan to help us out of so serious « dilemma, and, as I think, such alarming 
results. I presume, then, that when we come to inquire how this large 
deficit has been occasioned, the explanation may be concentrated in the 
word—coals? 

The Governor: Quite so. 

Mr. Brown: A gas company without ample storeage for a large stock of 
coals, must necessarily sustain 2 large loss in working, and a large loss of 
profits. Your engineer will, I am sure, agree with ine that the exposure of 
your coal to the influence of the weather, will make 10 per cent. difference 
in the product of gas. 

The Governor: More than that on certain occasions. 

Mr. Brown: But the mischief to our profits does not end there. If we 
had had ample storeage, the company could have been fed as from a fountain, 
and the catastrophe of last winter would have been warded off. During the 
summer mouths, westerly winds prevail; and, as some of us know to our 
cost, easterly winds prevail in the winter. The westerly winds will bring 
you up three cargoes of coals for every one you get during the prevalence 
of easterly gales. You have short nights in the summer, and low freights in 
the summer, and you can purchase coals at easy terms at the pit’s mouth, 
and thus avoid the contingency of having to purchase them, in the worst 
season of the year, in the Pool, which is a very bad practice for a gas com- 
pany, as you are compelled to take whatever coal you can get, without any 
regard to its suitableness or productiveness for your special purpose. You 
may buy a coal at the pit’s mouth, which, from experience, you know will 
produce 9600 feet of gas per ton; whereas, if you are obliged to purchase it 
in the Pool, you may have to take a coal which will only produce 7600 feet, 
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Mr. Brown: I will stake my reputation that it will make a larger differ- | 
ence than that. one oA 

The Governor: You are assuming that we do the most absurd thing 
that was ever done. 

Mr. Brown: Well, I will take it that Newcastle coal will give you 9000 
feet per ton, and that you have to buy Welsh coal under 7000 feet. | 

The Governor: Still, you are assuming that we are so silly as to buy | 
Welsh coal. | 

Mr. Brown: You must get what you can; you have told us that you! 
paid 31s. 6d., instead of 17s. 6d.; but that is not the worst of the mischief— | 
you must purchase such coal as you can get. 

The Governor: For that very time, of course. But have I not stated, ! 
most frankly, that the whole difference in the half year’s account arises 
from the frost and the adverse winds. It all turns back to this—that we | 
had not coal store sufficient. You may go round and round as you please, 
but there is the simple fact. 

Mr. Brown: You are proving my case, sir. 

The Governor: I have stated this from the first. 

Mr. Brown: I think, for such a company as this to have small coal 
stores, is—— 

Mr. Price: I rise to order. It appears to me that the honourable pro- 
prietor is going over the same ground again, and, unless he is about to put 
some fresh question, I do not think we need waste further time in this part 
of the discussion. The simple point involved here is, that we have not 
> room enough. I hope, in the future, that we shall turn over a new 
leaf. 

After some conversation on the point of order, 

Mr. Brown said: I will finish what I had to say with one observation. I 
believe that for the ensuing year we have good prospects, and that an 
effective administration will produce very different results to those we have 
witnessed in the past. If I have rather tiringly to the proprietors dwelt on | 
the subject of coals, it is because—and I would repeat it—I believe that 
upon coals, coals, coals, depend our hopes of profit; and that our real and 
permanent improvement must be looked for in that direction. We may, 


| 
{} 





during the present year, save some thousands by coals; and there are also 
two or three other items upon which a saving will be effected, such as par- 
liamentary and law expenses. We have also a gradually increasing rental, 
which is no small matter: and last, but not least, something will, I hope, 
be gained by the increase in the price of gas in our City district. Then, 
too, with an improvement in our coal department, we shall find a better 
state of things in reference to the manufacture of coke, because coal | 
bought on an emergency, must be very inferior to dry coal which has been | 
carefully stored, not only for producing good gas, but good coke, also. | 
| 
H 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. Bester: I fully appreciate the explanations which the governor has | 
given tous; but I may say that they are just the explanations which every 
proprietor might gather for himself, if he would take the trouble to compare | | 
the figures of the present accounts with those of previous half years. Those 
figures show most clearly that the increased price of coal has been 
the cause of the diminution of our dividend on this occasion. I am|/| 
glad that at this meeting there isa larger number of proprietors present} | 
than we usually have the pleasure of secing here, because it gives me the} | 
opportunity of saying that there are many points which, by a comparison | 
of these accounts with those of former half years, turn very much in favour | | 
of the directors. I do not think it is altogether fair of the honourable pro-! | 
prietor who has just sat down, to attempt a comparison between the first 
half of a year with the last half. Ithink it would have been much better, | 
if he desired to institute a comparison of some practical value, if he had 
compared the first half of 1861 with the first half of 1860, 1859, or 1858. If} 
he would go back to the first half of 1858, and compare the balance-sheet | | 
of that period with that now before us, he would find in the latter that|}| 
there is a decrease upon many items, for which the directors ought to have | 
considerable praise; and there is an increase upon other items, which are 
entirely beyond the control of the board. If you will look at the two, you | 
will find that there is a large diminution under the head of * Bad debts,’ to} 
begin with. That shows that there has been more attention paid in looking 
aiter the various accounts due to the company. There lias been a decrease, | 
also, in the actual cost of directors and auditors, in the expense of paving, 
in the item, “ Carrying on the works,” and in the item of “Stores.” I do 
not mean to say these are large diminutions, but they are instances of 
economy for which the directors should have praise and not blame. ‘1 be- 
lieve the increase on items in this half year’s accounts are such as the | 
directors are in no way responsible for. I say this, because some of the 
proprietors may obscrve that there is an increase under the heads, “ Sala- | 
ries ” and “ Wages,” as compared with 1858, of something like £4000. If, | 
however, you take into account the increased business which is being done, | 
the fact that we are supplying a larger number of customers, and have a 
very much increased sental, this is easily accounted for. If you conduct 
a larger business, there must necessarily be an increase of expenditure 
in this direction. There is also another increase, over which the directors 
have no control, and that is in the item “Taxes.” Nearly every one 
present knows how gas companies have been punished by the parishes. I 
am happy to know that this company have resisted these impositions, and | | 
have been, to some extent, successful in obtaining reductions in their assess- | 
ments, thongh I believe they have not been as successful as they ought to 
have been. It is impossible to prevent parochial bodies putting you up to!|| 
the utmost figure that they can in assessing your property. i think the) 
honourable proprietor who spoke last reminded me more than anything 
cise of a stormy petrel. He turns up just when there is something wrong. 
There are always stormy petrels in every public company, who are never seen 
but when the dividends are low. They do not come forward when every- 
thing is agreeable and smooth, and treat us with a long didactical exposition 
of the causes of our success; but, as soon as things look gloomy, they come 
forward, throw themselves into a sea of trouble, because, not having at- 
tended regularly, they know nothing of what has previously been done. 
There was something said by him about law expenses. These depend upon 
the rates. How are you to prevent the parishes from assessing you at 
double and treble what your property should be rated at? and it must rest | | 
with the solicitor of the company to look after this matter, and try to keep! 

| 
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the parishes within some reasonable limit. Then, there have been partlia- | 
mentary expenses. Every one knows that we had to go to considerable ex-| 
pense in defending our interests; but that has now all gone by. Ido hope! | 
that the threatened opposition in the City of London about the additional | | 
Gd. per 1000 fect will not lead to any fresh parliamentary expenses; and, | | 
indeed, I do not at all expect that we shall be dragged into committees of 1] 
the House of Commons on the point. I would just say, in conclusion, that | 

there is one matter, and one only, upon which t want some little explana-| 
tion. Having attended assiduously the meetings of the company since I 

became a proprietor, and having examined the accounts with cure, I want 








to know how it is that an item disappears from the present accounts which 





The Governor: We are not quite such noodles as that. 
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has always appeared in previous ones—I mean the dividend on the contin- 
gent-fund ? 
The GovERNor: Because we now invest it, according to resolution, in 


order to make up the contingent fund to a certain amount. 
used to bring the dividends to the credit of profit and loss. 

Mr. Bestey: There is one large item in these accounts, 
£1025. 3s. 9d.” 

The Governor: Instead of raising fresh capital, upon which we should 
| have had to pay 8 or 9 per cent., we borrowed money of our bankers. 
| | Unfortunately, just after we had borrowed it, the rate of interest rose from 

|3 or 4 to7 7 per cent. 

Mr. Russetu: You had better have called up more money from the 
|| shareholders. 
'| ‘The Governor: So we had; but, we had no idea of wanting it. The 
| money so borrowed is all paid off now, and we have £25,000 out on interest. 
|| Unfortunately, however, the rate of interest fell after we had invested it, 
and we only get 2 or 3 per cent. It is bad management, I suppose some 
| one will say; but we cannot help it. 
| Mr. Bestey: I can only say that, upon an examination of these accounts, 
|I am bound to express my satisfaction, and my firm belief that the directors 
| have most fully performed their duty towards the proprietors. 


| Mr, Gray: I very cordially concur in the observations of the gentleman 
;who has preceded me. He has taken up the matter in a statesmanlike 
| manner, and he has called attention to those items in the accounts which 
' would necessarily suggest themselves to a person of practical experience. 
|The governor has very candidly admitted that the great difficulty the 
directors have felt has been the insufficiency of their coal storeage; but I 
may say that I believe neither he, nor any other man in this room, expects 
so severe a season this year as we had last. Perhaps it may be twenty 
years before we have such another; still, that is no reason why every pre- 
caution should not be taken by the directors of this, and every gas com- 
pany, to prevent 2 repetition of the difficulty, which all the metropolit: m 
companies experienced last winter. My friend has stated correctly that 


Formerly, we 


“ Interest, 














|| they would have been better off but for concurrent circumstances. ‘In the 
|| first place, the wind was adverse. There were a great number of ships de- 
|| tained in the Tyne for some time before they could get to sea at all. After- 


wards, they encountered a gale and were dispers sed; ‘and, when they reached 
the Thames, they found the river unnavigable on account of the frost. 
| There was, therefore, the utmost difficulty in getting coals up to the metro- 
| politan gas-works. We, at the City works, were similarly circumstanced 
| to the Chartered Company. We had 10,000 tons of coal in the river, and we 
||experienced an immense amount of trouble and anxiety before we could 
|| get them into our premises. We suffered great inconvenience from being in 
| that position, and our stock of coal on the works was very much reduced. 

And the same thing may happen again at any time and to any company, 
although, as the governor has stated to yon, the more serious consequences 
| would not have been realized if you had had a sufficient storeage. He has 
also stated, that means are being taken to increase the capacity of your 
works in that respect, and that when the new stores are completed he anti- 
cipates you will have, at the different stations, accommodation for 25,000 
r 30,000 tons of coals. 

The Governor: More than that; it will be about 31,000 or 32,000 tons. 

Mr. Gray: That will secure you about seven weeks consumption, and 
will place the company in a position of great security. Iam persuaded 
that everything will be dene by the directors to forward the interests of the 
proprietors, and that they will neglect nothing that will tend to insure our 

continued prosperity. Every one engaged in business must know that 
| profits will fluctuate like everything else; anda company which pays 10 
per cent. to-day may, by untow vard circumstances, be reduced to 8 per cent. 
|next year. It is always a diss appointment to the proprietors when a reduc- 
| tion of dividend takes place; but, for their consola ition, I may say that, from 
the explanations of my w orthy friend in the chair, and the observations of 
the gentleman who has just preceded me, I think we may look forward to 
a return of that prosperity which we have enjoyed. I am quite sure of 
this, that it will afford my honourable friend, the governor, and the 
| direc tors, great gratification if, the next time we mect in this room, instead 
of 6} per cent. we should be able to divide 9 or 10. 

Mr. Price: I do not, sir, like one of the previous speakers, object to the 
appearance of the stormy petrel; indeed, | like to see him in all joint-stock 
companies, because, by the want of information which he exhibits, he helps 
to freshen our recollections of past history, and, by his inquiries—especially 
if conducted in the way they have been to-day—he elicits information 
which is as useful to others as it is to himself. I hope, therefore, the honour- 
|able proprietor will always make his appearance here whenever he feels it 
|necessary. There is just one thing, sir, upon which I wish to make a re- 
mark. I confess I am exceedingly ae to find, from the report and 
accounts, that we are only able to pay a 6} per cent. dividend, though I 
suppose we must be content with it on the present occasion. But, I think, 
the results we now witness do not depend entirely upon the increased cost 
of coals, but, to some extent, upon a practice which prevails in this com- 
pany, and for which the shareholders are as much to blame as the directors, 
I mean the practice of always dividing up to the last shilling. I take it that 
that is exceedingly objectionable. There is also another thing to which I 
object, and that is that, on the last occasion, the premium received on re- 
issued shares was carried to profit and loss instead of to the capital account. 
It should, in my opinion, have gone towards the purchase of property, and 
|not to have created what it really did—a fictitious dividend. If we had 
not had that £3246 included in our divisible balance on the last occasion, 
the drop would not have been so great as it is on the present. I think it is 
a mistake, when there is a windfall of that nature, to divide the proceeds 
amorig the proprietors; it w ould be far better that it should go in reduction 
of capital,and not to the augmentation of the dividend for the half yee uw. I, 
| therefore, venture to suggest—and I am sure, from what I know of the 

directors, they will take the suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered— 
that, for the future, our dividends should not be declared up to the very 
last shilling of the profits realized. Nothing can be more detrimental to 
| property of this description than violent fluctuations i in the rate of dividend, 
It is quite true that the proprietors of the half yearare entitled to the prolits 
lot the half year, but you may carry that principle too far; for, if the divi- 
| dends one half year are high and the next low, the shares will not command 
ithat price in the market ‘which the y would do if they were more equable. 
| It is, therefore, not only advisable to adopt this suggestion in the interest 
|of the company generally, but for the benefit of those shareholders who 
| may, unfortunately, want to part with their shares, that they may obtain a 
better market. I’ make the suggestion with the utmost deference to the 
board, and I trust they will take the matter into their consideration. The 2n, 
there is one thing upon which I am at issue with the directors—viz., with 
regard to raising the price of gas. I should like to know what they calcu- 
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late the additional 6d. per 1000 feet, which they intend to “chs urge in _ 
City, will produce to us? 

The Depury- Governor: I do not think that is a question which ought | 
to be asked. It is not for the benefit of this, or any other company, that such | 
questions should be asked. 

Mr. Price: I am extremely sorry to hear that reply, but I shall not press 
the question. 

The Deruty-Governor: 
tion. 

Mr. Price: All I say is, we are here as partners, and, of course, the | 

responsibility rests upon the directors. If they say that, in their judgment, | 
a question ought not to be put, it should be at once withdrawn; but Ido} 
think this is a grave matter for us, the proprietors, to consider—w hether the 
directors have acted wisely in raising the price of gas? We have just gone 
through a very serious litigation, and, happily, we have defeated an orga~- 
nization got up, I may almost say, for private purposes and private ends. 
That organization has been defeated, and very properly; but it does seem 
to me that the Act of Parliament gives us certain benefits. We areenabled 
to raise the price of gas to a certain figure in order to obtain a 10 per cent. 
dividend, to secure to ourselves a reserve-fund, and to go back for a given | 
number of years and make up our deficient dividends. Now, I say these 
privileges are very great; and, therefore, I am very sorry to see that no} 
sooner is the Act passed than we—I will not say take advantage of it for 
the purpose—but we avail ourselves of those clauses which thus enable us 
to raise the price. I do fear—I may be timid—but I do fear that the com- 
petition may rise up again, and then we shall see knocked on the head that 
most admirable sy stem, first proposed by the directors of this company—the 
districting system. I dread that more than everything else. If we get 
~~ system once broken into, another company may be started as the 
Great Central was holding out fallacious promises, w ho will have to come 
to us afterwards to help them to raise the price of gas again. It is a bad 
thing for us to excite opposition, whether fon 1 - corporation of London, 
the press, or even from mere adventurers as the last was. I think, sir, we 
should steadfastly endeavour to avoid it. I make these remarks with the 
greatest diffidence: Ido not wish to press them at all, but rather to leave 
them with the directors, who will, lam persuaded, give to them whatever 
attention they deserve. I shall be content whatever course they decide to| 
pursue, and with whatever answer they may give on this occasion. | 
Mr. Box: Iam glad to hear the remarks which have been made; but | 
there is still the most vital question to us left untouched. 1 should like to| 
know why there has been so large a consumption of coal this half year, to| 
the amount of 2441 tons in excess of that for the corresponding half of | 
1860, although there has been a less result to the extent of £2764. 14s.? 

The Governor: The answer has been given to you in the remarks of | 
the honourable gentlemen opposite (Mr. Brown)—that, when you are put 
to 2 push for coal, you must get what you can. But, let us see how the ||! 
fact stands. At Midsummer, 1860, the consumption of coal was 66,493 | 
tons, and the rental £129,380; the last half year, the consumption of coal 

| 
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Ido not mean it asa reply, but as a sugges- 














was 68,934 tons, which, at the same rate, should have yielded £134,129 of 

rental, but did actually produce £135,522. That is a simple, straightfor- 

ward answer, and it certainly i is not against the company. | 
. Box: Of this 68,934 tons of coals used, what was the average i| 

“4 . 

[In answer to further in- || 








The Governor: About 20s. 44d. per ton. 
the Governor said: The average price of gas per 1000 ¢ ubie fe 
about 3 3s. 7}d. We have this half year sustained a loss on coals at sea of 

£211, aud the corresponding period of last year there was 2 loss of £ £1139; 
but, for thirty years previously, we had not lost a si xpence. | 

Mr. Ruopes: Have all the calls been paid up? And are you likely to 
make another call within the next six months? 

The Governor: They are not quite all paid up. 
shall make another call within the period you name. | 

A Proprietor: | observe that the amount of the Ist, 2nd. and 3rd capital | | 
is £600,000, and the amount of the 4th is £60,000, Is the £60,000 included 1} 
in the amount upon which dividend was paid Jast half year? | 

The Gover NOR: It is £60,000 beyond that upon which dividend is paid | 
from Septembe 

The Provricror: I observe the coals in 1858 amounted to £ 
1861 to £70,082—a difference of about £12,000. I think you 
you had 10,000 tons locked up by the frost in the river, and that you had | | 
to pay an additional price of 14s. per ton for those you purchased? | 

The Governor: No; 13s. 1d. The increased cost of the 10,778 tons we 
had to buy was £7500. 

The Proprietor: That will only make £65,640. 

The Governor: But our contracts for coal last year, and the freights 
also, were higher than in 1860, so that there was an inerease upon the 
whole 130,000 tons. 

Mr. Scorr: With regard to the coals, upon what principle are your con- | 
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tracts made? I belong: to a railway company who make large contracts, 
and know something : about them. | think it is a very serious “thi ing, if, for | 
want of proper contracts, our dividends are 
per cent. 





made to suffer to the exteut of | 










1¢ GovErNor: The simple answer is this—we always take a contract 
for about 80,000, 90,000, or 100,000 tons for the year, and leave from 30,000 
to 50,000 tons to be boug ht in the market. We find that we sometimes get || 
the same coal into the works, bought in that way, at 13s. ton, when | | 
the contract price is 17s. We take advantave of the markets; but, = 
the large consumption of 180,000 tons a year, it would not be advisable to | 
leave the whole to that chance. "i 
Mr. Scorr: I belong to the Brighton Railway, and we contract not only 

o price, but as to delivery. We cannot run our engines without coke, 
and must have coal to burn for the purpose of making it. 

The Governor: It is a curious thing that last winter we could not get 
any coal by railway. Perhaps the companies took care of themselves, and 
leit us to do the best we could. Your railway has a port at Shoreham, so 
that you would have no difliculty in getting a supply at any time. 

Mr. Scorr: I do not make these observations by wi wy of reflecting upon 
the directors, or in any bad spirit towards them, but merely to ascertain 
upon what principle they make their contracts. | 

The Governor: I hope gentlemen will perfectly understand that every | 
information I can give them I not only feel myself bound, but have great || 
pleasure in giving. I have been particul: arly pleased to-day by the way in || 
which questions have been put. The object has been to clicit information 
which you have a perfect right to have, and, when | fail to give it vou, it is 
time | was sent about my business. My remark to the las t spe: iker was 
only to show that, when it came to be tested, the position of the rail- 
way company to which he referred is totally different to our own. We 
always contract either for the delivery of our coals at the pit’s mouth, or in 
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the river. Some are freighted by the parties with whom we contract; but, 
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if the Pool is shut up, the coals are no use to us when they get there. You 
remember that, last winter, even Westminster Bridge was stopped up for 
two days, and all access to our works was prevented. 

Another Proprietor: I join in the fears of the honourable gentleman 
who has referred to the advance in the price of gas. I think, when it was 
determined upon, the notice to the public should have been accompanied 
by a declaration by the companies that, as soon as circumstances permitted, 
the price should be again reduced. And I put it to you now, whether a 
circular in a kindly spirit by the joint companies to that effect would not 
be desirable? 

The Governor: There are several new proprietors here to day who have 
not been here before; and I will just state generally the position in which 
we are with regard to other companies. We have unfortunately three 
stations to not one of which have we water carriage for the great staple out 
of which our manufacture is made. That alone puts us to an expense of 
several thousands a year, which no other company is subject to, and occa-~ 
sions a great deal of the difficulty with which we have to contend. Another 
point in which we are different to any other company, except the Great 
Central and the City—we have to supply gas at 4s. in one portion of our 
district. 

Mr. Box: The Commercial Company have been supplying 4s. gas. 

The Governor: But they were only bound to give an illuminating 
power of 9 candles. When they were called upon to raise the standard, 
they separately opposed the Metropolis Gas Bill in Parliament; and, 
being included in that bill, they are now charging 4s. 5d. per 1000. Then 
again, we purchase a great deal of Boghead coal; our supply of cannel gas 
being very large, and increasing daily. The Boghead coal produces no 
coke, and has another disadvantage, that we have to pay for the cartage of 
the ash which comes from it, as well as to provide fuel for carbonizing it in 
the retorts. This will give you the reason why we do not get so much for 
our products as other companies. Instead of having two-thirds of coke, we, 
perhaps, have only half, and out of that we have to find fuel for the coal 
which does not produce any. Gentlemen do not see all these things, and 
they are apt to say, how is it you get so little for your products? Why, 
this alone will account for a considerable amount, I believe the real amount 
of difference. Then, with respect to the coal stores, a great many observa- 
tions have been made, as to why we have not done this or that. You 
should know that all our works are situated in thickly-populated districts, 
and it is most difficult to get even a cottage for the purpose of enlargement. 
In the Curtain Road, we are in a very circumscribed position, with streets 
all round us. We have been gradually acquiring cottage after cottage, for 
we cannot all at once get sufficient property for the erection of coal stores. 
It is the same here; and, when I tell you that we have given £11,500 for 
less than a quarter of an acre of land, you will see that it is like buying 
gold. But we cannot help our unfortunate position. Then you will ob- 
serve that our business has largely increased. I have a paper before me 
which shows that in 1850, our consumption of coal was 89,000 tons; 
whereas, in 1860, it was 130,000 tons; an increase of from 45 to 50 per cent. 
With regard to one point that Mr. Besley touched upon, viz., the rating of 
companies, it is a curious thing that I have just received a note to say that 
in St. James’s parish they have raised our assessment from £700 to £2500. 
They raised us in Clerkenwell from £500 to £2600; and in Bishopsgate 
from £23. 10s. to £880. We resisted, and, on appeal against the latter, 
the recorder fixed our rateable value at £83. 9s. This will show what 

rofit we can get out of 4s. gas, and the expediency of raising it to 4s. 6d. 

any persons say, how impolitic to go against public opinion! Public 
opinion will always be against 4s. 6d. gas, when it can be got for 4s. But, 
I believe, there is that right and honest feeling in Englishmen, that, when 
the matter is properly and fairly put before them, they will, in the 
end, acquiesce in the course we have adopted. I can assure you, 
that if your dividends had depended upon your eastern stations, with 
4s. gas at one, and 4s. 6d. at another, they would have been very small 
indeed. We were, therefore, compelled to raise the price. You will recol- 
lect that, we were forced to go down to 4s.; we did not do it willingly. 
The Great Central Company, when they went to Parliament, stated that 
they could get 10 per cent. with gas at that price. They divided 10 per 
cent. for one or two half years, but it was during the time that they had a 
very favourable contract with Mr. Croll. Afterwards, they went from 10 
to 3, then got up to 5, and are now at 6 per cent. I think you will see that 
4s. gas is not very profitable, even in the City, where they say it can be 
supplied most economically. I know it is not so for us; and, therefore, 
when the Act of Parliament of last year gave the Great Central power to 
raise the price, we thought it only reasonable and fair, having supplied the 
City without any profit for ten years, that we should take the opportunity 
afforded us of doing so, too. I thought that one remark recently made by 
Mr. Dakin was a most pertinent one. He said very truly that, when the 
Great Central started, it was on the understanding that the company were 
to have 10 per cent., and they were as much entitled to it as the citizens 
were to gas at 4s. ‘There are always persons ready to agitate for a reduc- 
tion in the price of an article; but it is not because these persons create a 
noise upon the subject that, therefore, the parties supplying that article are 
to yield. The question is, whether the increase is fair and just? You will 
remember that at every vestry and district board, before the Act of 1860 
was passed, there was a constant outcry against the gas companies on ac- 
count of their infamous prices. But the inquiry which then took 
place showed that, not only were the charges made against us un- 
|| true, but the committee of the House of Commons gave us far better 
terms than we thought of asking for at the time. During that 
popular outcry, it was stated that we used false meters, and that we not only 
gave the public bad gas and charged a high price for it, but that we cheated 
them in the quantity. We proved that in this company, in 1855 and 1857, 
long before the agitation took place, our officers had discovered that the 
meters were working against the company. Out of 1000 meters that we had 
proved, some few were 5 or 6 per cent. against the consumer, and 67 per cent. 
against the company! So far, therefore, were we from cheating the public, 
they were actually paying much less than they should have done for the 
quantity of gas consumed. Public opinion is not, therefore, always in the 
|| right, and it is not for us to be biassed by it, so long as we know that our 
position is founded upon justice. With respect to the appropriation of the 
premiums on shares, I do not know whether it is worth alluding to it; but, 
I have a very strong opinion that they should go to profit and loss, and not 
to capital account. It is a profit, although an irregular one. 

Mr. Gray: With respect to the observations made upon the increase in 
the price of gas, | may say that there is a corresponding increase in the 
illuminating power of the gas we are called upon to supply, which quite 
justifies the course taken by the companies. Indeed, the additional illumi- 
nating power is 16 or 17 per cent., whereas the increase in price is only 12, 
so that the consumers benefit by the change. It is obviously to the interest 
| of the gas companies to be on the most friendly terms with their customers; 








and, the moment we find that a 4s. price will give the proprietors that 
which they are entitled to, viz., 10 per cent., it will be a matter of as great 
gratification to the companies to make the concession, as it will be for the 
consumers to receive it. With respect to the 4s. price, it must be known to 
every one that Mr. Croll, before a committee of the House of Commons in 
1849, stated that gas at that price would give the Great Central Company 
10 per cent. I disputed the statement very much; but he was a practical 
man, and it was thought he must be correct. I believe it was mainly owing 
to the statements he made that the Great Central Company succeeded in 
getting their bill through Parliament. But, when a dispute arose between 
him and the company, they went to arbitration, and Mr. Croll then stated 
that he derived no benefit from the 4s. price, but, on the contrary, sustained 
a great loss; and that, if he supplied gas at less than 2s. 1d. to the company, 
he would be a considerable loser. This clearly shows that, when his first 
statements were made, he was labouring under a great mistake. He cor- 
rected it afterwards; and, to show that he was sincere in the correction, 
when he became connected with the Surrey Consumers Company, which 
had been charging 4s., he charged 4s. 6d. 

The Governor: I wish just to call your attention to these figures, show- 
ing the comparison between this year and last. In the half year ending 
Midsummer, 1860, the quantity of coal used by us was 66,493 tons, at a cost 
of £58,148, or 17s. 53d. perton. In 1861, the quantity used was 68,134 tons, 
at a cost of £70,082, or 20s. 4d. per ton; increase in quantity, 3} per cent., 
and in money, 203 per cent. The gas made in 1860, was 598,391,000 cubic 
feet; and in 1861 it was 622,369,000 cubic feet—increase 4 per cent. The 
number of cubic feet of gas per ton of coal in 1860 was 9000; and in 1861 
it was 9028—increase 3 per cent. Rental of light in 1860 was £108,451; 
and in 1861 it was £110,668—increase 2 per cent. The products in 1860 
were £20,999; and in 1861 they were £24,844—increase 18} per cent. 
Rental per ton of coals in 1860 was 32s. 74d.; and in 1861 it was 32s. 14d.— 
decrease 13 per cent. Net cost of coals in 1860, deducting products, was 
11s. 2d.; and in 1861 it was 13s. 14d.—increase 17} per cent. Retorts per 
ton of coals in 1860 was 94d.; and in 1861 it was 63d.—decrease 30 per cent. 
General wear and tear in 1860 was 2s. 53d. per ton; and in 1861 it was 
2s. 54d.—decrease } per cent. Wages and contingencies in 1860 were 4s. 3d. 
per ton; and in 1861 they were 4s. 0}d.—decrease 4} per cent. Rental 
realized per 1000 feet of gas, 3s. 74d. in both periods. Coke for salein 1861, 
502 per cent.—decrease 1}. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried. 

The GovERNOR reported, pursuant to the 29th bye-law of the company, | | 
that Messrs. Wells and Chippindale, two of the directors of the company, | | 
had given notice that they had become shareholders in the Great Central 
Gas Company. He also brought up the following report from the court of 
directors :—‘* Resolved,—That a dividend at the rate of £6. 10s. per centum 
per annum, free from income-tax, for the half year ending Midsummer last, 
be now declared, and reported to the general court of proprietors, to be held 
on the 1st of November next.” He moved—“ That the dividend declared 
by the court of directors be approved and adopted, and be payable by war- 
rant on the treasurer, on and after the 11th day of November instant.” 

Mr. RHoDEs seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The retiring auditors were then re-elected. 

Mr. Brown proposed, and Mr. Price seconded, a vote of thanks to the 
governor, deputy-governor, and directors, which was cordially adopted. 

The Governor: Gentlemen, I thank you for your kindness. I can only 
repeat what I have before stated, that I, as your chairman, and my brother 
directors, consider that you are entitled to every information respecting 
the working of the company that we can give you. We are partners in the 
concern; and, though we on this side of the table have the management of 
the business, there can be but one interest involved, and you are as clearly 
entitled to know how your affairs are conducted as we are. So long, there- 
fore, as I have the honour of a seat at this board, it will always be a plea- 
sure to give you the fullest information in my power. 

On the motion of Mr. Price, seconded by Mr. Perry, thanks were voted 
to the auditors for their services, and the proceedings terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Crry Court or SEWERS, GUILDHALL, TUESDAY, OcTOBER 22. 

The usual Weekly Meeting of the Commissioners was held this day— 
Deputy CuristTIE in the chair. 

Mr. Daw, the chief clerk, said a petition had been received from the 
inhabitants of the ward of Bishopgate upon the subject of the supply of gas 
to the City. He asked, if there were any of the inhabitants in attendance? 

Dr. ABRAHAM said there were 500 signatures to the petition, and the 
whole of the persons who had signed would have been in attendance if they 
had been asked to be there. 

Deputy Harrison said it was a very fortunate thing that the 500 persons 
had notcome. Their representative, however, was in attendance, and the 
court could have the whole case placed before them. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he was one of the petitioners, and deputy Pilcher was 
another. 

Deputy Prtcner said he should be very sorry the impression should go 
abroad that the inhabitants of Bishopgate were indifferent to this question, 
because they really felt a deep interest in it. Alderman Copeland, who 
was to have presented the petition, was unavoidably absent, and the duty 
would devolve upon him to present it on behalf of the inhabitants. The 
ward meeting at which this petition was adopted, was got up at avery short | 
notice. He thought hardly two days notice was given, that the meeting | 
was about to be held. It was attended by at least 300 persons, everyone of 
whom most cordially assented to the prayer of the petition, which had since | 
received the signatures of 500 consumers of gas in the ward. The inhabi-| 
tants felt that they had been deceived and disappointed in this matter, | 
particularly by the Great Central Company. The ward of Bishopsgate 
warmly took up the cause of the Great Central, and it was mainly owing to 
their exertions that the company was introduced into the City of London. 
It was established on the express understanding that good gas should 
be guaranteed to the inhabitants, at a price not exceeding 4s., and they 
more than looked for a reduction to 3s. They, therefore, now felt them- 
selves egregiously deceived, inasmuch’as they were threatened with a 
charge of 4s. 6d., and there was a probability of this increase going on 
until it reached 5s. 6d. Indeed, no one knew whether, by-and-bye, they 
might not have to pay 7s. 6d. if the companies chose to supply cannel gas. 
He would not occupy the time of the commissioners in travelling over the 
ground with reference to the supply of gas, because it had been gone over 
several times, and his friend opposite (Dr. Abraham) had very elaborately 
laid the case before the court. He assured the commissioners it would be 
very satisfactory, not only to those whom he represented, but, to the 
citizens generally, if the Great Central, whose chairman he then saw pre- 
sent, would retrace their steps, forego the proposed increase of price, and 
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not interfere with present arrangements, beyond which they were abso- 
lutely obliged to do under the new Act. This would be a symptom of 
returning good faith, and would have some appearance of justice. But, if 
nothing was to be done in the matter; if the companies and the consumers 
were to go to loggerheads, and were to fight the battle, he could assure the 
companies which supplied the City that there would be no want of capital, 
and no want of inclination, to carry out some measure which should entirely 
rid them of this monopoly, and of the great grievances of which the inhabi- 
tants complained. 

Mr. BLAKE (the assistant-clerk) read the petition, the allegations and 
prayer of which were substantially the same as those contained in the 
petition presented to the last Court of Common Council.” 

Deputy Pitcuer moved—* That the petition be referred to the special 
committee on the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, to consider and report.” 

Mr. Fricker seconded the motion. He said, he could not imagine there 
would be any objection to it, inasmuch as in another place the chairman of 
the Great Central Company had seconded a similar motion. The worthy 
alderman had told them that, by thoroughly ventilating the question, and 
having it fairly considered before a committee, tle petitioners, and others 
who had an objection to this increase of price, would alter their opinion, 
and would be convinced that the gas companies were rather conferring a 
benefit upon the citizens than otherwise. He (Mr. Fricker) seconded the 
motion to-day from an entirely different conviction: he believed the result 
would be entirely opposite. However, there was one thing certain, and 
that was, that the gas consumers, as a body, were extremely dissatisfied 
with the comfortable arrangements entered into between the former con- 
tending gas companies. They did not like that free trade in gas, which 
they had so long enjoyed, should now be annihilated, and 2 monopoly 
thrust upon them, which would, no doubt, act prejudicially, becnuse the 
companies would take care of themselves, and of the interests of their 
proprietors, entirely ignoring those of the consumers of gas. ‘The public 
were now thoroughly aware that this was a matter which deeply concerned 
them; and he hoped the result of this inquiry would be, to satisfy them 
that the interests of the citizens would be protected. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said he had hoped that the worthy alderman, the chairman 
of that company, would say a few words before he rose, and thus give him 
an opportunity of replying to his statements. The worthy alderman, how- 
ever, generally reserved himself until he (Dr. Abraham) had exploded a 
little. In addressing himself to the subject, he would say that he was very 
glad indeed to see a petition so numerously signed as the one just handed 
in to the court, upon a question which every one must regard as an im- 
portant one, affecting the interests of every man who was obliged to use 
gas. He thought his friend, the mover, was perfectly right in referring to 
the ward of Bishopsgate, in connexion with the establishment of the Great 
Central Company, as being really the cradlein which the company took its 
origin. 
larly by Mr. Charles Pearson and the other projectors of the company, to 
aid them in their endeavours to get rid of the gas monopoly which 
was existing in the City at that time. A petition, therefore, signed by 500 
consumers of gas in that ward was no unimportant document, at a time 
like the present. He was sorry that Dr. Letheby was not in the court, as 
he desired to correct a mis-statement made by the worthy alderman in 
another place. He hardly expected that that statement would have been 
repeated there, seeing that when it was made in this court, he (Dr. Abra- 


ham) at once corrected it, and Dr. Letheby concurred in that correction. . : : - : 
) “ 7 the Great Central; that he was bound to perform his duty in taking care of 


Alderman Dakin had stated more than once that the Metropolis Gas Act 
required that the company should supply gas of an illuminating power 20 
per cent. higher than that required under their former Acts of Parliament. 

Alderman Dakin: As a matter of fact, if the worthy member will permit 
me to say, when I made that statement, I produced Dr. Letheby’s own evi- 
dence, and read it to the court as the ground of my opinion. That opinion 
I still retain, backed as it is by other equally eminent men. 

Dr. ABrauam: I will give you my own impression, and then the court 
can judge with regard to the truth. It is most extraordinary that the gas 
companies imagine nobody knows anything about the question of gas but 
themselves. [Dr. Letheby here entered the court.] I am glad that Dr. 
Letheby has come in just at this moment. Under the Great Central Gas 
Act, the company are bound to supply gas of an illuminating power equal 
to 12 wax candles. Under the new Act, they have to supply gas of an illu- 
minating power equal to 12 sperm, or about 14 wax candles; therefore, that 
is just one-seventh, and no higher illuminating power than they were 
obliged to supply under the old Act. But, before I go further, I appeal to 
Dr. Letheby as to whether I am correct or not. 

Dr. LeruEsy: Yes. 

Dr. AbraHaAm: Dr. Letheby says, “yes;” and I do hope after that, as Dr. 
Letheby must be considered as good an authority as the director of any 
gas company upon the question, some little deference will be paid to his 
opinion, and that that statement will not be repeated over and over again. 

Alderman Dakin: You have a statement in that little book which you 
have quoted as an authority, to quite a different effect. 

Dr. ABRAHAM: There are many statements in this little book in which I 
do not concur. There are some regarding matters of fact to which I do 
attach importance; but, on other matters, I arrogate to myself the right to 
form an opinion. 


Deputy Harrison: There ought to be no difference of opinion as toa 
matter of fact. Dr. Letheby is here, and can state whether he concurs with 
Dr. Abraham, or with Alderman Dakin. They cannot both be right. Let 
us have the fact, that there may be no false arguments at another time. 

Alderman Dakin: Before doing so, I beg to state that we have had the 
most elaborate series of experiments, with regard to this point, made by, 
chemists, who, I am sure, Dr. Letheby will say are of equal authority. Dr. 
Leeson and Professor Graham do not bear out that view of the case. I do 
not, therefore, pin my statement entirely to Dr. Letheby as regards it. 
There is another man of great experience who wrote the book to which Dr. 
Abraham refers; who conducted the case on behalf of the metropolitan 
parishes; who states the matter as I state it. I venture to add that I 
pointed out to Dr. Letheby on the last occasion that, when he was before 
the committee of the House of Commons, he stated the same. I beg, there- 
fore, that it will not be considered, because he is appealed to here, that of 
necessity the point should be considered settled. 


Dr. LeTHEBY: I beg to say, in the first place, that few people have made 
any large series of experiments to establish the difference between sperm 
and wax candles; and, though I bow with deference to Professors Graham 
and Brande, yet Ido not consider they are authorities on this subject. 
Mr. King, of Liverpool, has made above a thousand experiments, and I have 
made above two thousand, and our observations entirely accord; that is, 
that the difference between the illuminating power of sperm and wax 
candles is 14, and not 20 per cent. Reference has been made to an answer 
which I gave to a question in the House of Commons, and which has been 
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interpreted as an admission on my part that the difference was 20 per cent. 
That was an answer given not having reference to the illuminating power 
of candles, but merely to the question whether the Great Central Company 
did not give a great deal higher illuminating power than the Act of Parlia- 
ment required them to give. But there came in, from the roundabout way 
in which the question was put, a little reference which passed my observa- 
tion. I answered the question entirely with reference to the point whether 
the Great Central did not give a higher illuminating power than they were 
required to; and that “yes” has been brought in as an element of the 





question which did not strike my mind at the time. There is no doubt that 


those who have carefully investigated the subject have come to but one} 


conclusion—that the diflerence between sperm and wax is 14, and not 20 per 
cent. 


Dr. Anrauam: I hope, after that, we shail not hear anything as to 20; 


per cent. from the chairman of the Great Central. 

Alderman Daktn: Take it at 14; that will be sufficient for me. Iam sure, 
I shall be excused when I say that I have authorities, equally high with Dr. 
Letheby, that it is 20 per cent., but I shall be content at 14, because Dr. 
Letheby is the great gas philosopher of modern times. ‘Take it at 14; it is 
quite enough for my argument. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said, the next thing 


which his worthy friend urged was, 
that the Great Central had no other 


course to pursue, and that the step 
they had taken was fully justified, because they were merely acting in 
obedience to the law; but he (Dr. Abraham) submitted that they had 
brought the Act iato operation four months before they were obliged to do 
so. The answer to that was, that they were obliged to make provision for 
doing so. Admitting that, they were not bound to begin their extra charge 
until the time he stated; because, until then, they were not obliged to raise 
the illuminating power. The companies, however, had raised the price of 
gas at the earliest possible time they could do so. 

Alderman Dakin said that that was not the fact, inasmuch as the com- 
pany could have declared themselves under the Act immediately that it 
passed, and have raised the price of gas twelve months ago last August. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said, no doubt it was a very great hardship upon the 
Great Central that they had this Act of Parliament at all. He supposed 
his friend would contend that they had nothing to do with making it what 
it was; that it was brought in by the gas consumers, and adopted by the 
Legislature. He (Dr. Abraham) contended that the manner in which the 
Act was obtained made all the difference in respect to the relations sub- 
sisting between the Great Central and the citizens of London, for this Act 


| was inade what it was by the gas companies alone—the consumers, who 


| introduced it, having little or no power over the matter. 


When the bill, as 


| originally introduced, had been before the select committee for twenty-two 


It was the ward of Bishopsgate that was appealed to most particu- | 


days, that committee came deliberately to the opinion that 8 per cent. was a 
fair return for money invested in gas-works; and they prescribed that 4s. 
was a suflicient price for gas of an illuminating power of not less than 15 
sperm candles. They introduced clauses appointing inspectors of thei 

accounts, and provided that, whenever such inspectors reported that thr 
provisions of the company were more than sufficient to pay 8 per cent., the 
price should be reduced 6d. per 1000 feet. After referring, at some lengthe 


| to the progress of the bill through Parliament, with the alterations effected, 





in it upon its recommittal, Dr. Abraham said there was another aspect in 
which he desired to look at the matter. It was said by Alderman Dakin, 
in another place, that, in reference to that bill, he was acting as chairman of 


the interests of the shareholders; and that he should be unworthy of his 
position if he had not done so. But he would tell his friend, the worthy 
alderman, that he was also a commissioner of sewers; and that he was— 
and that he was bound, as such, seeing the commissioners were not repre- 
sented in the House—to let them know that the gas companies were about 
to introduce clauses which would interfere with the arrangements made 
between them and the Great Central, and override the several Acts of the 
companies supplying gas in the City. Why did not Alderman Dakin take 
that course? Because he was in a false position, and had duties and inte- 
rests which conflicted. He must either forsake the one, and stick to the 
other, or must run with the hare, and hunt with the hounds, which was 
certainly not a desirable thing for any man to have to do. This Act of 
Parliament was a clumsy and crude piece of legisiation; all the clauses 
which were intended as remedial for the consumers against any grievances 
they night sustain, were clauses which, as tie solicitor had told them, were 
totally unworkable; and the result was, the companies had a monopoly of 
supply, and the citizens had no control over thein. They had had a march 
stolen upon them; and there was no instance of legislation that he could 
find, in which a bill such as this—affecting the rights of other people, who 
had no power to defend themselves—was so totally changed in its pro- 
gress through Parliament. The commissioners of sewers were not there 
to protect the citizens, and the worthy alderman forgot that his obliga- 
tions as a commissioner of sewers were quite equal to those which rested 
upon him as chairman of the company. He should have been the very last 
man to combine with the other two companies in a matter of this sort. 
Rather than he (Dr. Abraham) would be a party to sign such a letter as 
Alderman Dakin, with the chairmen of the other two companies, had signed, 
in respect of an Act obtained in such a way, he would have cut off his right 
hand. He spoke warmly and emphatically on the subject, but he wished 
not te speak offensively. He asserted that this was a case in which the 
citizens of London had great cause to complain; and, if they did not com- 
plain, and that loudly and continuously, he was very much mistaken in 
them. 
years agitation, with a good cause, and a great deal of opposition, before 
success was attained: but, whether it required three years, or three times 
three years, he did not believe the citizens of London would succumb 
quietly to the arrangements which the three combined companies sought to 
force upon them. With regard to the increased illuminating power, upon 
which so much had been said by the chairman of the Great Central, he 
would remind the court that, for nine years, the illuminating power of 
their gas had been equal to that required by the new Act of Parliament; 
and, therefore, there was nothing further required of them. Only let them 
continue to supply the same amount of illuminating power which they had 
during the last nine years, only let them continue to charge the same price 
which they had charged during the whole of that period, and the citizens 
would be content. But let them not think to saddle the citizens with 
losses arising from their own neglect and mismanagement; for, if it had not 
been for those losses, there was no doubt in the world they would never 
have heard anything about an increase inthe price of gas. ‘Twelve months 
ago, when he (Dr. Abraham) was speaking upon this subject in that court, 
Mr. Charles Pearson, who was then present, said, “ Doctor, you need not be 
quite so earnest in the matter; you need not expend so much energy upon 
it. I do not believe the Great Central Company “have any intention 
whatever to raise the price of gas.” At that time, he believed they 
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had not. Was it justifiable, then, that because they had a large 
sum of money to pay, they should now do so? The company obtained 
advantages under the new Act, in being saved from expenses to 
which they had hitherto been liable. Formerly, they had to pay 
Dr. Letheby, who was appointed by the corporation; they would no longer 
have to do that. They had to pay auditors and inspectors; they were no 
longer required to do so. They could now charge for laying on services, 
and demand to be secured a rental of 20 per cent. upon the outlay. They 
could also charge rent for the use of their meters. Surely, these were ad- 
vantages enough. Why, the meter-rent alone would amount to thousands 
of pounds a year in the City—there was no mistake about that. But the 
meter-rent would be made one of those extortions which he was particularly 
anxious to caution the public against. One case had been brought to his 
notice that day. The Imperial Gaslight Company had required a gentle- 
man, who desired to become a consumer, to sign a contract before they 
would lay on the gas, by which he agreed to pay them 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet 
for gas, and 2s. 6d. per quarter for rent of the company’s 10-light meter. 
Now, a 10-light meter costs £3. 3s.—the maximum price was £3. 5s.—and 
the Imperial Company had made this gentleman, before they would supply 
| him with gas, sign a paper, agreeing to pay them 15 per cent. meter-rent, 
| instead of 10 per cent. This case was brought to his notice that morning, 
}and any member of the court might see the paper who would not mention 
| the name of the gentleman. ‘This was a thing which would be done fre- 
quently. Unless the gas consumers would adopt his advice, and buy their 
own stamped meters, they would be subject to this extortion, for the same 
thing which had occurred at Islington would occur in the City of London. 
These were impositions to which they were subject under the new Act of 
Parliament, to which they were not exposed under the Great Central Gas 
Consumers Act. He would not detain the court further, on the present 
occasion, beyond remarking that he hoped, at their next meeting, to present 
a petition from the ward which he represented. 

Alderman CopeLann, who had entered the court during the speech of 
Dr. Abraham, said the apology he would offer for making a few remarkS 
was, that the inhabitants of his ward felt very deeply upon this subject- 
When they reflected upon the course which the corporation of London took 
some years ago with reference to the Great Central Company; and the suc- 
cessful aid they rendered in destroying the monopoly of the then chartered 
companies, it did appear to the inhabitants of his ward somewhat strange 
that the price of 4s., which was then said to be remunerative, and which 
they were led to expect a reduction upon, should no longer be continued. 
They were anxious, therefore, that the corporation should assist them to 
put down the threatened increase in the price of gas. He was bound to say 
that, for his own part, he thought the days of every chartered gas company 
in the kingdom were numbered. It was his firm and deliberate opinion 
that, within twelve months of this time, gas would be manufactured at the 
poe mouth, and no more coal would be converted into gas in the City of 
.ondon. That he spoke as his firm and deliberate opinion. He had seen, 
within the last few hours, so much that had astounded him with reference 
to the manufacture of gas, that he believed every man would be able to 
consume his own, and have his retort upon his own premises He, there- 
| fore, asked the gas companies to pause before they raised such a cry against 
| themselves, in reference to the increase of price. If they were wise in their 
| generation, they would endeavour to supply gas as cheap as possible, in- 
| stead of increasing the charge to their consumers. He spoke emphatically 
| as the representative of one of the largest wards in the City, the inhabitants 
|}of which felt that the charge attempted to be forced upon them was most 
oppressive. 

Alderman DAktn said he was glad he had waited to listen to the speech 
of his worthy friend, Dr. Abraham, and more especially to the speech of his 
| brother alderman who, with that enlightened view which he took of things 
in general, and of gas matters in particular, foresaw that the time was at 
hand when the gas companies of the metropolis would be extinguished. 
The worthy alderman had just been ringing the knell of the gas companies 
He told them to set their house in order, for very soon their duties and 
functions would be atan end. That was the moral of the speech they had 
just heard, if he had listened aright. If that were so, then he would ask 
with what pretence could the gentleman who preceded him make the de- 
mand he had done? He (Alderman Dakin), as chairman of the Great Cen- 
tral Company, was the representative of those who had invested a quarter 
of a million of money, and who depended for their income from it, upon an 
undertaking of so precarious a nature, and who would hear with great ap- 
prehension the increased precariousness of its tenure, as stated by the 
alderman for Bishopsgate. With what pretence, then, could Dr. Abraham 
ask that the company should come down with the price of gas, and be con- 
tent with dividends equal only to the rate of money invested in the funds? 
Why should he be asked to forego his right to appear before a committee of 
the House of Commonsa; and, when a bill was promoted which compromised 
the company which he represented, to become patriotic as a commissioner of 
sewers, und consent to cut down the profits of those whose interests he was 
bound to protect, with the full knowledge that next year a state of things 
might arise which would leave them with blackened walls and empty and 
useless pipes. ‘The commissioners knew very well that when the Great 
Central Company was started, it was on the fore front of all the arrange- 
ments with the court and the public, that those who had adventured their 
capital in a perilous undertaking of this kind should have secured to them 
a dividend of 10 per cent. That was as much a part of the bargain for 
those who were proprietors, as it was for the consumers that they should 
have gas at 4s. per 1000 feet. It was all very well for the honourable 
member, quoting the authority of Deputy Harrison, to say it would take 
three years to whip up a good and powerful agitation. At therate his worthy 
friend went with his forty-horse power, it appeared as though three months 
would be amply sufficient to create such an agitation, unless, in the mean- 
time, the ‘statements which he made and the arguments he used were not 
put down by the facts which be presented. Now, with regard to the ward 
of Bishopsgate in particular. It was admitted, on all hands, that the in- 
habitants were deserving of the attention of the Court of Sewers and of the 
gas companies. It was a large, populous, respectable, wealthy, ward—as 
respectable as its worthy alderman, and as its talented deputy—and de- 
served the best attention possible. But, he must take leave to correct those 
gentlemen, who had said that the Great Central Company was mainly 
brought into being by the ward of Bishopsgate, and that, in the figurative 
language of one of them, it was dandled into existence there. He (Alder- 
man Dakin) begged to tell the ward of Bishopsgate, and the citizens gene- 
rally, that if was not owing to them that the company came into existence. 
It was owing to the indomitable perseverance of some half dozen men, 
whom he could name, who brought their energies to bear upon its forma- 
tion; and, when they had done that, and asked the citizens for help, it was 
absolutely refused. Jf he (Alderman Dakin) and others had not raised the 
necessary money ata critical period of its existence, the citizens would 














THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





[Nov. 5, 1861. 


never have been relieved from the monopoly which ground them down at 
that time. The Commissioners of Sewers, before allowing the company to 
lay down a single main, required that the company should subscribe 
£75,000. It was a very wise, prudent, and proper regulation, but the citi- 
zens would not raise the £75,000. He would read from a journal of the day 
one paragraph, just to refresh the minds of gentlemen present, and so that 
they might start again on fair ground. The writer of that paragraph said 
“The promoters of the Great Central Gas Consumers Company have, since our 
last, ventured upon the hazardous experiment of commencing operations with 
a subscribed capital of £91,640, upon only £58,000 of which have the calls 
been responded to by the shareholders; and this, with £30,000 more, which, 
it is now stated, the present contractors have agreed to accept in part pay- 
ment of their contract, constitutes the effective capital of the company for 
meeting its engagements. Of the £58,000, about £45,000 is subscribed by 
the directors, engineer, and other parties not locally interested in the ques- 
tion as consumers of gas within the City of London; so that £13,000 repre- 
sent the interest of the bond fide gas City consumers willing to continue the 
present agitation.” After this, it was too much to say either that the ward 
of Bishopsgate, or the City of London generally, effectively stirred them- 
selves to do this. Mr. Lowman Taylor, who wasa most consistent opponent 
of the Great Central Company, who threw every obstacle in their way, and 
who predicted that they would never lay a single pipe, declared his belief 
that they could not raise the £75,000, and it was only by some half dozen 
individuals that the money was really advanced, and the company carried 
through. The worthy member (Dr. Abraham) seemed to forget the obliga- 
tions of capital, and asked the company to be content with 3 per cent., 
although next year, the alderman of Bishopsgate told them that all their 
property would be confiscated. The inhabitants of the ward of Bishopsgate 
were, no doubt, entitled to consideration; but they forgot to show it when, 





in their chpacity as a vestry, they came to deal with the gas company. He 
begged the special attention of Alderman Copeland to this point. The 


rate at which the pipes of the Chartered Company were assessed in the 
parish of St. Botolph, Bishopsgate, was £90; but the local authorities raised 
the rates to £800. The company demurred to this overcharge, and appealed | 
against the rate; but the parish required them, in the meantime, to pay | 
over two-thirds of the increased amount, on pain of having the rate levied | 
by distress upon their pipes. The case was taken into a court of law, and 
the decision given in favour of the company; so that,although they had only | 
paid two-thirds of the amount of the increased assessment, the parish were | 
actually now in their debt £253. 1s. 5d.! 

Dr. ABRAHAM: Which, no doubt, they will pay. 

Alderman Dakin said no doubt they would; but he cited the case to 
show his worthy friend that it was too much to expect that gas companies | 
should disregard the rights of property, suffer themselves to be ground down | 
with unjust taxation, and then be appealed to, in lofty strains, to forego all | 
considerations of filthy lucre, and to deal only with the public on large} 





principles. But this was the ground which Dr. Abraham assumed in his || 
speech. With regard to the obligation ef the new Act, he would take the} 


question of increased illuminating power, as stated by Dr. Letheby; for no! 
one had a higher respect for the judgment of that gentleman than he had, | 
although he might say,in passing, that Mr. Hughes, the author of the little 
book from which Dr. Abraham culled his facts in reference to the history of 
this bill, and who was the energetic and untiring opponent of the gas com- | 
panies, gave a very different version of the matter. If Dr. Abraham 
accepted Mr. Hughes as an authority on this point,as he had done on many | 
others, he would find that the increased illuminating power, which the com- | 
panies were obliged to supply under the Metropolis Gas Act, was 20 per | 
cent.,and not 14; while the additional charge they were empowered to | 
make, was only from 10 to 12 per cent. Mr. Hughes, moreover, estimated 
that this increased illuminating power was a bonus of £200,000 a year to; 
the gas consumers of the entire metropolis; and this was put upon the gas | 
companies compulsorily by this Act of Parliament. His worthy friend was | 
a professional, and not a mercantile man, and he looked upon the! 
question in that light. He told the Great Central Gas Company in| 
eflect, that, though they started with the understanding that they 
should have 10 per cent. dividend upon the capital they invested, and || 
though they had only on one occasion reached that amount (it was said || 
by one gentleman present that they had paid a uniform dividend of 10 || 
per cent.), they ought to be content when called upon to give gas of 14 per | | 
| 
| 





cent. additional illuminating power to the public, without asking for any | 
return. That might be a professional mode of dealing with the case—it || 
certainly was not a mercantile, nor an equitable one. Were those who 

were called upon to accept this obligation, to be branded as persons who || 
had forgotten their obligations to their fellow-citizens because they insisted | | 
upon their right to have an equivalent? If Dr. Abraham had fairly quoted | 
the authority, which unfortunately he had quoted ouly as it supported one | 
side of the case, he would have told the court that the obligations of the/) 





| new Act of Parliament were so stringent with regard to the manufacture of 


gas, that it was almost impossible, even on the testimony of this opponent 
of the companies, except with the greatest care, to escape the penalties re- 
served against them. And yet, when, after a committee of the House of 
Commons had investigated the whole question of the supply of gas to the 
metropolis, and had initiated a system of legislation which they believed to 
be most beneficial for the consumers, the gas companies sought fairly and 
honourably to fulfil the stringent obligations which it imposed upon them, 
they were to be charged with forgetting engagements which never existed. 
Then it was urged against them by Dr. Abraham that there really was no 
additional obligation, because they had hitherto been giving a higher illu- 
minating power than the Legislature required of them. If the worthy 
member would read Dr. Letheby’s last report, he would find that the illu- 
minating power of the Great Central Company's gas was only 10°89 candles || 
—under Ll. 

Dr. ABRAHAM: ‘The last? || 

Alderman Dakin replied in the affirmative, and said the same remerk 
applicd also to some time before. He might also tell the honourable 
member that, though in the early history of the company’s operations, when | | 
they supplied gas undef a contractor, they gave a much higher illuminating | | 
power, they were actually now paying for the advantage they thus gave to the 
citizens. It was a result of the arbitration in which they had been in-| 
volved with their late contractor, which fastened upon them yet, and would 
do for some years to come. They had been paying £2000 annually, and 
had yet to pay £1000 a year out of present earnings for the excess of illu- 
minating power given to the citizens in years past, and which Dr. Abraham 
told the court they were not called upon to give. It was all very well for 
the honourable member to employ this ad caplandum argument. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said it was hardly fair to call it an ad captandum argu- 
ment. He had before him the reports of Dr. Letheby for nine years, which 
showed that the average illuminating power of the Great Central gas was 
equal to 13 sperm candles. 
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was so very amusing. He, also, had quoted from Dr. Letheby’s reports, and 
was explaining how it was that the Great Central Company were called upon, 
out of present and future earnings, to pay for advantages they had freely 
given to the citizens. Such being the case, it was not in the mouth of any 
of the consumers to complain of the way in which they had been treated by 
the company. Dr. Abraham then told the court that the company were 
now paying £30,000, as the result of an accident which had occurred in 
the course of their operations. He (Alderman Dakin) might also inform 


morrow; and, knowing this, if he, as connected with a gas company, and 
having the interests of those who had invested their capital in his keeping, 
had overlooked this liability, he should grievously have failed in his duty. 


dent. “Never mind,” he said, “about the £30,000; pay it out of your divi- 
dends; never mind about the widows and orphans getting nothing—fight 
the battles of the public; give them all that they want; ignore all the social 
claims arising out of your connexion with the company.” His worthy 
friend had never been placed in the position of having a quarter of a million 
of money under his charge; but he (Alderman Dakin) had, and, therefore, 
he would say that what he had done in the past he would do in the future, 


sight of because he had also duties as a commissioner of sewers. One of 
the most remarkable things in this argument was, that his worthy friend 
had not once alluded to the fact that the Metropolis Gas Act absolutely 
tied down the companies, so that, whatever they charged, either for gas or 
meter-rent, they could never pay their shareholders a dividend of more than 
10 per cent. He appealed to the court, and to the worthy alderman who 
had addressed them, whether 10 per cent. was an exorbitant dividend to 
pay 4 And yet the honourable member had completely kept this fact out 
of sight. 

Dr. AprauAm denied that he had done so; he had repeated it over and 
over again, although perhaps he might not have mentioned it on that 
occasion. 

Alderman Dax said, the honourable member, when he made use of the 
word “ extortion,” might have told the court that it was absolutely impos- 
sible for the companies to practice that vice. He might give credit to those 
who managed the companies that they were willing to do so; that he could 
not help; but, ifthe honourable member had gone on to say that the pro- 
visions of the Act of Parliament rendered it impossible for them to indulge 
in it, he would have told the whole truth. The Secretary of State prescribed 
a form of account which the companies were obliged to adopt; a reference 
to which Dr. Abraham would find at the end of his little book; which 
accounts were filled up on the responsibility of the chairman of the com- 
pany, and were to be laid before Parliament annually. It was impossible, 
under that form of account, that any company should divide more than 10 
per cent.; for, directly their profits admitted of a larger dividend, the amount 
must go in a reduction of the price of gas. 

Dr. ABRAHAM said it was not so, because the companies were permitted 
to make up any deficiency in their dividends for the previous six years; so 
that, if hitherto they had only paid 2 er 3 per cent., they could make it up 
to 10 per cent., and they could also create a reserve-fund which, in the case 
of the Great Central Company, might amount to £20,000, but which, under 
their original Act of incorporation, they had no power to do. 

Alderman Dakutn said, of course they might, and of course they must. It 
only showed the justice of the present measure, and the injustice of de- 
priving the company of the right to do it hitherto. But, when this was 
done, it was impossible for the companies to have any further advantage, and 
they must forthwith reduce the price of gas. He would tell his worthy 
friend how he might be much more usefully employed for the benefit of his 
fellow-citizens, than by attempting to do, upon a large scale, that which 
the ward of Bishopsgate had been doing on a small scale. If he intended 
to raise the same kind of question in the House of Commons, or in a com- 
mittee of that House, which the vestry of Bishopsgate had done in reference 
to the pipes of the company, he (Alderman Dakin) prophesied that the 
honourable member would not only be signally defeated, but, that the 
expenses, Which in Bishopsgate were several hundreds of pounds entirely 
lost to the ward, would involve a much larger loss to the City at large, 
while the price of gas, instead of being reduced within a very reasonable 
period (and his best efforts should be directed to that end) would be post- 
poned for a long time. Such a step would necessarily issue in a loss of 
capital to the gas companies, and a waste of the funds of the citizens of 
London, if they were so foolish as to be led to take it. And he would tell 
his honourabie friend that, if the question should come before such a com- 
mittee as that which sat upon the Metropolitan Gas Bill, composed of such 
men as Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, Mr. Turner, Mr. Packe, and two others 
equally eminent, and usually occupied as chairmen of committees them- 
selves, who were placed there, that they might deal with the metropolis gas 
question, as was formerly done with the water supply, upon large and com- 
prehensive principles—if, he said, his worthy friend intended to hound on 
this question, and get up a crusade against the companies before such a 
committee, he would most certainly find his efforts would involve all the 
parties concerned in great expenditure and Joss, and would indefinitely 
postpone that reduction in the price of gas, which, if left alone, he believed 
would take place before long. Feeling that he had been specially appealed 
to, he made these observations, and would add that, so long as this Act of 
Parliament was the law of the land, and must be taken by the Great Cen- 
tral, and the other companies as their guide, in dealing with the supply of 
gas to the City of London—so long was he determined to render it a cheerful 
obedience. It was his charter. 

Dr. ABraHAmM: Will you help to alter it? 

Alderman Dakin said, he would tell his honourable friend that if, in spite 
of the caution he had given, he still had the temerity to go to Parliament, 
and should, contrary to his expectation succeed, whatever new legislation 
he was the means of bringing about would meet with as ready obedience 
on the part of the gas companies, as did that which wag now the law of the 
land. The Great Central Company had, for ten years, obeyed with cheer- 
fulness and fidelity the requirements of their Act, and he had aright to 
appeal to the gentlemen present, and to the citizens at large, whether, 
during those ten years, through great difliculty and privation, the company 
which he represented had not faithfully adhered to their engagements, and 
discharged their duty with fidelity? That duty they would continue to 
discharge, disregarding altogether the opposition which had been stirred up 
against them upon very imperfect and ill-understood statements. He 
would say again that he was delighted the petition was to be referred to the 
committee, persuaded that, when that committee came to examine the Act 
of Parliament, and the obligations it imposed—that when, as merchants and 
tradesmen, they found the whole thing complained of was, that while the com- 
panies were compelled to give an additional 14 per cent. to the consumers 





But Dr. Abraham had no compassion for those who met with such an acci-* 


and his duty as chairman of the Great Central Company should not be lost | 
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them that that was an accident which might befal any other company to- | 


| and very properly so, too. 
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Alderman Daxvn said he called it an ad captandum argument, because it | (which, he believed, represented something like 7d. of increased value), they 


only called upon them to pay 6d. for it, they would be convinced there was 
no injustice in the case. He gladly, therefore, ——- the motion fora 
reference, as, he was sure, the greatest good would arise from a discussion 
of this very important question. 
Mr. SAunpDERs said he had not the slightest objection to the question 
going to the committee; but he rather regretted that the court were com- 
elled, week after week, to sit and hear this great gas question discussed. 
t was one of the inconveniences of having gas companies actually repre- 
sented iu the commission. Beyond that, they could say nothing. because 
those who advocated the cause of the companies had as much right to be 
heard as any one else. It appeared to him that the question arose in this 
way. Some years ago, the citizens of London were not content with their 
gas supply, and looked upon it asa monopoly. Certain parties then came 
forward, and undertook to remedy the existing state of things. He hoped 
they would get rid of all talk about “ widows and orphans.” The question 
was entirely a commercial one; and, if the gas business was so risky as had 
been represented, all he could say was that widows and orphans money 
ought not to have been invested in it. The citizens, desiring a better sup- 
ply of gas, and to break down the existing monopoly, agreed with the par- 
ties who came forward to propose a remedy, and an Act of Parliament was 
obtained upon conditions and terms with this court. That being the case, it 
was clear that, before any alteration in those conditions was made, the com- 
pany were bound in honour to come to this court, and state what it was their 
intention to do. There were a great many suspicious parts about this new 
Act of Parliament, and, whatever might be said for the old companies, he 
looked upon it that the Great Central Company had a duty to perform which 
should have withheld them from taking any share in the transactions, seeing 
that it involved the breaking of their contract. The court had a right, 
therefore, to expect some explanations from them, and, if possible, to inflict 
some punishment upon them. As to the ward of Bishopsgate, though he 
did not represent it, he had a great respect for the inhabitants; and, as to 
what had been said about them in the course of this discussion, he would 
observe that, though they might not have found the capital, which was by 
no means a difficult thing to do, they bound themselves to take gas of the 
company at a certain price for a given number of years. Such an under- 
taking on their part was a most powerful incentive to the raising of the 
capital required by the company. He did not know which was the best, the 
man who found spare capital, or the man who found a return for that 
capital, which was what the companies looked for. The worthy alderman, 


the chairman of the company, had dealt pictorially in his speech with the |’ 


foreshadowing of Alderman Copeland. This was a kind of three-handed 
battle, and was all very well for the purpose of attracting attention, while 
they ran off with the spoil; but he would tell them that it would not at all 
satisfy the citizens of London. He did not believe there was any wish or desire 
on the part of the consumers, that those who had entered into gas speculations 
should not have their 10 per cent.; but they believed, and they would con- 
tinue to believe, unless much stronger evidence to the contrary was shown 
than had yet been produced, that that 10 per cent. could be secured with gas 
at 4s. per 1000, and the works of the company properly sustained, if there was 
only proper and careful management. The very fact stated by the worthy 
chairman of the company, however, with reference to the payment of £1000 
a year, showed that, hitherto, there had not been that prudent management 
of their affairs. Under any view of the case, it was evident that there were 
good grounds for serious inquiry, and, if necessary, for vigorous action. He 
did not believe the citizens of London would be frightened out of that in- 
quiry by being told that they would ruin themselves. ‘They had done some 
things of the kind already, without being ruined; he, therefore, hoped this 
matter would be properly carried through, and be brought to a successful 
termination. These were not days in which it was desired to indulge in 
reckless competition; but it was desirable that the citizens should be pro- 
tected from combinations like these, and that those who had entered into 
contracts with them, should not be allowed to escape without retribution. 
He rejoiced that this petition, which would be followed by others from 
various wards, would undergo a careful examination by the committee. If 
the allegations it contained were not borne out, the committee would say so; 
but if, on examination, they should be substantiated, the citizens had a right 
to expect, at the hands of the court, that help which would enable them to 
get rid of the grievance. 

Deputy Exxiorr said, all parties seemed pretty well agreed as to what 
should be done with this motion, that the petition should go to a committee, 
The inhabitants of Bishopsgate ward were sufli- 
ciently important that the allegations made by them should become the 
subject of inquiry. But the merits of the motion had been discussed from 
two different points of view. The mover wished for the inquiry on account 
of the bad and extortionate conduct of the company, while his friend 
opposite (Alderman Dakin), whom he thought had made out a good case, 
wished for it in order that the company might be justified. He (Deputy 
Elliott) had not much to say upon the matter, except upon the broad 
common sense view of public utility. Everyone present knew that he was 
no friend to the Great Central Gas Company. No person had a stronger 
objection than he had to the establishment of the company, or to the social- 
istic doctrines imported into the agitation which preceded it, by Mr. Charles 
Pearson. But, though he was no friend to the company, he was a friend 
to fair dealing, honesty and justice; and to the full extent of fair dealing, 
honesty, and justice, did he desire that the conduct of the commissioners 
should be regulated towards the Great Central Gas Company. For right, 
or for wrong, he believed for great wrong, that company enormously 
reduced the price of gas. For right, or for wrong, they had supplied the 
citizens of London with an indispensable article of utility for a great many 
years, at an enormous reduction of price. With those who considered that 
that was a good, the Great Central Gas Company were entitled to have 
the best things said in their favour. ‘They had done, upon the popular view 
of the question, but not in his view, a great public service, at an enormous 
loss to themselves. ‘Their establishment was based upon false rhetoric 
on the part of Mr. Pearson, and false calculations on the part of Mr. Croll. 
The public, the inhabitants of the City of London, the agitators, and the traders 
of Bishopsgate had, for ten years, had the advantages of this false rhetoric, 
and false arithmetic, while the shareholders of the Great Central Company, 
the “ widows and orphans,” and those sorts of people who had put their money 
into the concern, had been great losers; for, instead of getting 10 per cent. and 
who would say that 10 per cent. was a fraction too much in such a speculation, 
they had been obliged to be content with considerably less dividends. He was 
not the man to envy the proprietors of joint-stock companies the advantages 
to be derived from their speculations, as they were the benefactors of the 
human race, and no man looked with greater suspicion than he did upon 
the socialistic agitations which were often associated with them. He said, 
let them have good dividends, for he knew that, unless they had fair profits, 
the public would not be honestly done by. If the profits of the butcher, 
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the baker, or the publican, were so ground down that they could not get a 
living out of their meat, or bread, or gin, the public would be cheated either 
in quality or quantity. He, therefore, admired that legislation which said 
“charge what price you may; you shall be honest; you shall supply the 
proper quality and quantity.” Those were the conditions which it was the 
business of every man in that room most heartily to assist in establishing. 
He, for one, rejoiced in the advance in the price of gas, and only regretted 
that the gas companies had not advanced the price a great deal beyond 6d. 
They could not do a greater act of public utility than to raise the price of 
gas from 4s. to 5s., and even 5s. 6d. It was as true as any fact that came 
before practical men that the more abundant and cheap an article became, 
the more extravagant would be its use; and, the more abundant and cheap 
they made a pestilent and poisonous thing like gas, the more injury would 
be done to the public health. No one could give better testimony than his 
honourable friend, Dr. Abraham, to the fact that the reduction of the price 
of gas had seriously injured the health and condition of the dwelling- 
houses and workshops of the city of London. Now, upon these great general 
principles, honesty, and health, an advance in the price of gas was a thing 
of all others to be rejoiced in. One word about fair dealing, and he had 
done. They very well knew that gas had been sold in the City of London 
at a price which yielded to the company a great deal less than 5 per cent. 
The Legislature now imposed upon the Great Central, and the other gas 
companies, a more expensive mode of manufacture. Was it not, therefore, 
fair, that the public, being great gainers, should consent to pay the com- 
panies an additional price, which, after all, was a great deal less than 
the extra expense to which they were put? It was admitted, between 
the chairman of the Great Central and his patriotic friend, Dr. Abraham, 
that, though the increased illuminating power was not 20, it was at 
least 14 per cent., and that, although the company gave this additional 14 
per cent., they only charged an increased price equal to 12}. Upon the 
mere fact of the illuminating power, there was a gain of 14 per cent. But, 
there were two other points, which he wondered the honourable member 
had not introduced. He (deputy Elliott) thought that the Legislature had 
most properly imposed stringent conditions upon the companies, with re- 
gard to the purification of their gas, and the removal from it of all those 
noxious and pestilent agents so injurious to the eyes and lungs of the con- 
sumers. He believed that the companies were bound to get rid, by some 
extravagant chemical process, of a great deal of the sulphur which had been 
floating in the gas; that most destructive of all things, sulphurous acid, which 
was offensive and injurious to the eyes and the interior lining of the nose, 
and was prejudical to furniture of all kinds. The companies could not do 
this but at a great expense. They were also required to get rid of a great 
deal of the ammonia; in point of fact, the ammonia must be almost practi- 
cally annihilated. Was it right, that this company, which had been in 
so miserable a state, should be required to give gas of increased illumi- 
nating power and additional purity, and that the public should not be 
called on to ‘pay something for the extra cost occasioned? He was cer- 
tain there was no one on the commission who was socialist enough to 
desire that. People were to be allowed, at the end of ten years, to revise 
their former calculations; and, no doubt, in the course of the period since 
the Great Central was established, the price of coals had undergone con- 
siderable alteration. Surely, as plain business men, they would feel them- 
selves called upon to put a frown on the socialistic agitation of the gentle- 
men from Bishopsgate ward, who, he was quite sure, would not say that the 
baker was not justified in raising the price of bread 124 per cent., when 
flour had risen 20 per cent.; or, that the publican might not add one half- 
penny to his beer, when malt and hops had increased in the same propor- 
tion. That which, on a small scale, they would consider fair and honest 
dealing, as applied to their own shops and trades, was equally fair and 
honest as applied to the larger transactions of this company; and as, by the 
most righteous and stringent regulations, the Legislature had imposed upon 
them that they should supply an article of considerable importance, by 
which the public were great gainers, he called upon the commissioners not 
to back this most unseemly agitation because the companies had raised the 

rice of gas from 4s. to 4s. 6d. His friends Dr. Abraham, and Dr. Ross, and Dr. 

etheby, knew well that there was nothing which needed to have more 
stringent regulations put upon it than the unnecessary consumption of so 
poisonous an agent as gas. 

Deputy Pewrress said that, within his recollection, the price of gas had 
been 12s. per 1000 feet. It was subsequently reduced to 10s.; afterwards, to 
9s.; and, ultimately, to 7s. per 1000. He attended the meetings of this com- 
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raise the price of gas to 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet, has been unconditionally 
withdrawn.” 

The Cuarrman: This is only a notice of motion; but, I would just throw 
out the suggestion that, it is very doubtful whether such a motion can: be 
put. We are bound to advertise for tenders; and, if the Great Central Com- 
pany’s tender is the lowest, I think we are bound to accept it. 

Dr. ABRAHAM: Iam not sure that, under the new Act, we are bound 
to advertise at all. The companies have now a district and a monopoly, and 
it is supposed that that is a sufficient safeguard for them. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor: If we are bound to advertise, we certainly are not 
bound to accept the lowest tender, asthe gas may not be of the best quality. 

Dr. ABRAHAM: However that may be, Fintena to test the sincerity of the 
commission, by pressing this motion to a division. 

Mr. H. L. Taytor: 1 will be here next Tuesday to support you. | 

Dr. ABRAHAM: I dare say it will be in the recollection of the court that, | 
on a recent occasion, Mr. Alderman Dakin, speaking on behalf of the Great | 
Central Company, stated that, he hoped the price of gas would soon go 
down again to 4s. per 1000 feet. I should like to know whether the worthy | 
alderman is ready to give us some definite interpretation of the expression | 
“soon,” and will have no objection to inform us, whether he meant ina; 
week or two or in a month or two. I should like to know whether he can | 
fix any time within which that desirable event may be expected. | 

Alderman Puiiuitrs: Before that question is answered, I should like to, 
ask another; and that is whether this is the proper time and place for such | 
a question to be propesed? I dare say, my brother alderman does not | 
require any notice to be given of an intention to propose such an inquiry; | 
but it appears to me that it is alittle out of place now, especially having | 
reference to what has occurred both here and elsewhere upon this very subject. 

Alderman Dakin: Mr. Chairman, Iam always willing to answer any | 
question that may be put to me in a public place upon a public matter. I | 
answer this question negatively; and I say that, so long as certain gentle-| 
men attend, as a kind of professional agitators, various meetings out of} 
their own range and district, and make statements which, I believe, are not | 
borne out by facts and, by omitting to make other statements, produce a | 
very unfair and unfounded impression upon the public mind—so long as | 
that is the case—it will have a tendency to delay that period at which, as I | 
stated on a former occasion, I hoped a reduction of price would take place | 
under the operation of the present Act of Parliament. | 

Dr. ABRAHAM: May I ask to whom the gentleman who has just spoken 
alludes, when he speaks of individuals going out of their districts to discuss 
this subject? If he alludes to me, I beg to state that I have not spoken out 
of my district at all. Iam an elector in three wards, and in each of them I 
exercise my liberty of speech. I have not addressed any assembly uncon- 
nected with the community of which I form one. 

The CuatrMaAn: There is no motion before the court. 





| 


SALE OF GAS ACT. 
METROPOLITAN BoarD oF WorkKS. FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28. 

At the Meeting of the Board this day—Mr. Tuwaires in the chair, 

The Soxicrror (Mr. Smith) reported that, in accordance with the in- 
structions he received, he had obtained the opinion of the Attorney- 
General and Mr. John Gray, upon a case involving the two following | 
questions :— 

‘© 1, Whether the Metropolis Gas Act, 1861, or the Acts recited, include, | 
or exclude, the City of London—that is to say, whether the Commissioners of | 
Sewers for the City of London, or any justices acting within the City, have | 
any power to appoint inspectors, or perform other functions under those | 
Acts, or how the City of London, or the Commissioners of Sewers for the City | 
of London are affected by this Act of 1861? 

“2, Whether, with reference to the 21st and 22d sections of the Gas Act of | 
1859, appeals from the magistrates and gas inspectors are to be made to’! 
justices of the peace in quarter sessions assembled, or to the Metropolitan | 
Board of Works?” 
To the first of these questions, the learned counsel replied :— } 

‘* We are of opinion that the Act of 1861 brings the City of London within | 
the powers conferred on the Metropolitan Board of Works, and that neither | 
the Commissioners of Sewers, nor the justices of the City of London, have any | 
power to appoint inspectors, or perform other functions under that Act, or 
the other Acts referred to.” 

To the second question, they replied :— 








“We are of opinion that appeals from magistrates and gas inspectors are 
to made to the Metropolitan Board of Works, and not to the justices in|} 
quarter session.” || 


mission when complaints were made about the price of gas, and the com- 
panies had declared, and solemnly assured the court, that it was utterly 
impossible to manufacture gas, with any kind of profit, under 7s. per 1000 





feet. That statement was made and reiterated; and it was not until Mr. 
Charles Pearson took up the question of the manufacture and supply of gas, 
that the declaration and assurance that it could be manufactured at a 
profit, a fair profit, at 4s. per 1000, was at all listened to. 

Deputy Harrison: And that took three years of agitation to accomplish, 
or very nearly—which is my authority. 

Deputy Pewrress said Mr Charles Pearson applied his masterly mind to 
the subject, and induced other persons to unite with him; and there were 
many commissioners present who could remember the discussions that took 
place in that court with regard to the support given to Mr. Pearson and the 
new company. The thing had been accomplished, and accomplished in an 
honourable manuer; and the Great Central had supplied the City of London 
with a beautiful gas, during the last ten years, at 4s. per 1000, instead of 
7s., which had been the charge of the old companies. He asked whether the 
| citizens of London were not deeply indebted to Mr. Pearson and the Great 
, Central for the saving which had been effected through their instrumenta- 
‘lity? Let them give merit where merit was due. With regard to the 

alteration proposed to be made in the price of gas, he was not in a position 
| to give a decided opinion; and he was, therefore, glad that the petition just 
| presented on the subject generally was to be referred to a committee who 
| would give it a fair consideration. He had the utmost confidence that the 
gentlemen on that committee would do ample justice to all parties. If 
they found there was an absolute necessity for this increase of price—which 
he, for one, very much regretted—he hoped they would be able to report, as 
the chairman had stated, that it was only of a temporary character; and that, 
ultimately, the company would be able to come down again to 4s. per 1000, 
which was the price that Mr. Charles Pearson always advocated, and said 
| would yield a fair profit. 
| ‘The motion was then put, and carried. 





| Turspay, Ocr. 29. 

Dr. ABRAHAM gave the following notice of motion—‘That this com- 
mission do not enter into any contract with the great Central Gas Com- 
pany for the public lighting, until the notice, issued by that company to 





The CuarrMAN suggested that a copy of the case and opinion be sent to 
the City authorities, and that the consideration of the subject should be 
referred to the committee of the whole board on the Sale of Gas Acts. 

Mr. SAVAGE moved, and Mr. Le Breton seconded a resolution in accord- 
ance with the first suggestion, which was adopted. 
On a motion to refer the matter, which was also proposed by Mr. Savace, 

Alderman LawrENCcE objected that any further step should be taken in the 
matter, until a communication had been received from the City authorities. 
It would involve a discussion of the whole question, if this reference should 
take place. 

Mr. Freeman said it would not do for this board to defer action in 
carrying out the provisions of the Act of Parliament until the City authori- 
ties chose to make a communication to them. Their duty was to proceed at 
once to put the Act in force, in accordance with the opinion of the Attorney- 
General, and not wait till the City gave permission to the board to do so. 
The first and most natural step to take was, to refer the matter to the com- 
mittee of the whole board to consider what was the best course to adopt 
under the circumstances which the new light revealed to them. 

Deputy Harrison said, he must confess that at present he could not see 
the exact object of the reference. But, as a preliminary to any further ob- 
servations, he would®ask whether the board were ready to commence opera- 
tions by stamping meters? 

Mr. FREEMAN said the preparations were not quite completed, but soon 
would be. 

Deputy Harrison asked, when it was likely they would be? He was aware 
that he might be told in reply that, the matter being in the hands of a 
committee of the whole board, he ought not to put such a question. But it 
so happened that such committees seldom consisted in practice of more than 
ten or twelve members, for it was most difficult, whatever might be the busi- 
ness to be transacted, to get a larger number together. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to the worthy deputy, said, the temporory build- 
ing was now finished. They were now fixing four testing apparatus, and 
more would be fixed the beginning of next week, 

Deputy Harrison, said that information would be very satisfactory to the 
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public, as it was, also, to himself personally. The Act of Parliament came 
into operation on the 13th instant, and great anxiety was felt to know what 
the board were doing towards giving practical effect to it. 

The CHAIRMAN said the inspectors of the board would be able to begin 
stamping meters next week; he could not say whether it would be on 
Monday or Tuesday. 

Deputy Harrison said the opinion just read seemed to cast an imputation 
upon the City authorities—that they had been doing something which they 
ought not to do. He fancied that, by-and-bye, it would be found that 
another opinion, of an entirely different character, existed. He approved of 
the resolution to communicate the opinion of the Attorney-General to the 
City, and could assure the board that it would receive the immediate atten- 
tion of the authorities there; and, in the meantime, it could do no harm to 
let the matter stand where it did. To refer it to the committee would imply 
a disposition, on the part of the board to take steps to prosecute the City for 
doing an illegal act. (Laughter.) He expected the remark would cause a 
smile; but, they could not foresee how wildly three or four gentlemen in a 
committee might goon. The more he saw of such things, the more he was 
convinced that committees were not to be trusted. He disliked the prin- 
ciple altogether; and, though, perhaps, no great mischief would be done if 
they could get a sufficient number together, he felt great reluctance to refer 
the matter practically to a few members, without some intimation of the 
course to be taken by them. Until the board received a reply from the 
City magistrates, it could not be at all necessary, unless for the purpose of 
taking some step which aferwards they might regret. When the board 
knew what view the justices took (and, possibly, they might concur in the 
opinion just read), there would be plenty of time to see that the law was 
not violated. He should most strongly object to refer this matter, unless 
specific directions were given to the committee what they were to do. 

The CHairMAN said the objection to the course recommended by the 
worthy deputy was this, that it would create delay, because no communi- 
cation from the City justices could interfere with the opinion which the 
board had obtained. The object of referring it to the committee of the 
whole board, was to ascertain what the requirements of the metropolis 
within their jurisdiction rendered necessary to be done. If the opinion of 





board would require additional provisions to be made. If the functions of 
the City authorities really ceased, the duties which they had been perform- 
ing would have to be taken up by the board. 
that the object of referring the subject was that any offensive steps should 
be taken against the City; he was quite sure the board had no such inten- 
tion. 

Mr. DAtron said time was now pressing, and every day was an object. 


therefore, the board and the authorities there should at once confer upon 
the subject. There was nothing antagonistic to the City intended, but, 
only the public interest; for, if the City inspector was stamping meters, and 
his appointment was not valid, a serious injury was being inflicted upon 
the trade, and upon the public at large. The question ought to go to the 


with the City authorities thereon. 


a gentleman who had had his meter taken down, and another one substituted, 
which bore the stamp of the corporation; and the question which the writer 
raised was, whether, if he permitted gas to pass through this meter, which 
was stamped by an officer whose appointment was not legal, according to this 
opinion, he was not liable to any of the penalties prescribed by the Act of Par- 
liament for using an unstamped meter? He added, that he had given ¢irec- 


he had received an assurance that he was free from those penalties, The 
matter was, therefore, a very serious one, as far as the trade and the public 
were concerned. 

A MEMBER inquired, what answer should be sent to the writer of the 
letter ? 

Mr. Le BReton said he might be informed that he was not likely to be 
exposed to any serious consequences, as the magistrates had power to mitigate 
the penalty. 

After some further conversation, arising out of an attempt on the part of 
Alderman Lawrence to dispose of the matter, by moving the previous ques- 
tion, the motion for referring the case and the opinion of counsel to the com- 
mittee was put and carried. 


Fripay, Nov. 1. 

Deputy Harrison asked the chairman when the inspectors appointed by 
the board would be able to commence the stamping of meters. At the pre- 
sent moment, the question was in a very inconvenient position, as far as the 
public were concerned; and it was very desivable that some information 
should be furnished as to the probable period at which the testing apparatus 
provided by the board would be in operation. 

The CuarrMAN said he was aware that the publie were being put to great 
inconvenience by the delay in bringing the Act of Parliament into operation. 
The temporary building erected by the board in St. Martin’s Lane was ina 
state of readiness, but the firm which had been employed to fit it up had not 
had some of the materia!s ready. He understood that the apparatus was now 
in place, and being finished off, so that he hoped the inspectors would be 
able to commence testing and stamping meters on Monday next. 

METROPOLIS GAS ACT, 1860. 

Mr. Sairn, the solicitor of the board, reported, ix re Wyatt, that the 
plaintiff had delivered declaration in the action, and obtained an order for 
the board to set forth an account of the moneys received under precept 
towards the expenses of the Mctrepolis Gas Act. <A special plea was being 
prepared on behalf of the board, and he had to ask for instructions to adopt 
the course recommended by counsel in the matter, as the plea must be filed 
before their next meeting. 

It was ordered that the solicitor be authorized to act in the matter under 
the advice of counsel. 


THE CHEAP GAS MOVEMENT IN EDINEURGH. 
MR. FLINTOFF AND MR. NEIL MACNISH. 
A public meeting was held in Brighton Street Chapel, Edinburgh, on 
Friday evening last, convened by Mr. George Flintoff, who announced that 
he would address the citizens on the gas movement, and “take the opportu- 


for admission, and the chapel was crowded, chiefly by working men. Mr. 
Flintoff was accompanied to the platform by Mr. Henry Robinson, and pro- 
ceeded at once to deliver his address, without 2 chairman being appointed. 

Mr. Fuiytorr, at the outset, quoted a statement made by Mr. Neil Mac- 








THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 769 





nity of replying to the slanders of Neil Macnish.”’ One penny was charged | 


the Attorney-General and Mr. Gray was correct, it was quite clear that the | 


He did not all apprehend | 


If the opinion just read was correct, the City could not stamp meters, and, | 


committee without a moment's delay, with full powers to them to confer | 


The CHAIRMAN said a letter had been addressed to the board that day, by | 


tions to his servants, not to allow any gas to pass through the meter, until | 


| nish on Wednesday evening, regarding his (Mr. Flintoff’s) transac-| 


| Hunter’s being heard, while he in vain attempted to speak, amid hissing, 


| and a perfect Babel of confusion. The struggle was kept up between the 








nish, on Wednesday evening, at a meeting in St. Bernard’s Ward, to the 
effect that he (Mr. Flintoff) dared not address a public meeting in Edin- 
burgh while Mr. Macnish was in the town. In consequence of that state- 
ment, he (Mr. Flintoff) had come direct from Dundee, and had summoned 
that meeting that he might have an opportunity of telling them what 
had been done in connexion with the supply of gas, and what had not 
been done, in order that they might be in a position to judge whether Mr. 
Macnish was justified or not in bringing his name into an election contro- 
versy for the purpose of getting himself into the town council as representa- 
tive of St. Bernard’s Ward. (Applause.) It was more in anger than in sor- 
row that he came forward to give that explanation; but, he felt that he 
was compelled to do so in vindication of his own character and position. 
He stated that, so far from being dismayed when he had heard of this chal- 
lenge by Mr. Macnish, he had lost no time after hearing it in coming before 
the public of Edinburgh to maintain his position, and to show by his conduct 
that he had nothing to fear. After dwelling upon this point, Mr. Flintoff 
commented upon the proceedings taken by him in connexion with the cheap 
gas movement in Edinburgh, and referred to the great saving which he had 
been the means of effecting in the price of gas in Musselburgh, Portobello, 
Stirling, Perth, Broughty, Ferry, Forfar, Dundee, and various other places. 
They all knew that a Gas Consumers Association had been formed in the 
City, and he would now tell them of whom that association consisted. The 
Gas Consumers Association consisted of Mr. Neil Macnish and Mr. Donald 
M‘Gregor, of the Royal Hotel, and no other human being. (Much laughter.) 
They wrote letters to the gas companies as an association. (Renewed laugh- 
ter.) The gas companies addressed the association in most respectful terms, 
but the only working members of it were the two gentlemen he had named. 
(Laughter.) It showed the strength of the cause of the public, and the 
weakness of the cause of the companies, that they were compelled to yield 
and succumb to an unknown association. (Laughter and cheers.) It was 
necessary that this association should have a treasurer. (Laughter.) Mr. 
M‘Gregor was nominally the treasurer, but, being much engaged in his 
business, he could not undertake the work of the treasurership, and the con- 
sequence was, that the chairman became the treasurer also. (Renewed 
laughter.) He received the money, and he paid it as he pleased, and he ren- 
dered an account to himself and to nobody else. (Laughter and cheers.) 
Now, it was wise in him (Mr. Flintoff), standing as he did between the gas 
companies and fhe consumers, to wink at that, because they must know that 
in London they had rigged the companies out of £65,000 a year precisely in 
the same way. This state of matters went on for some time ; subscriptions 





came in, the money was expended as the chairman thought proper, and, in 
the course of time, matters got into a state of chaos and coniusion. When 
he (Mr. Flintoff) found that Mr. Macnish was not accounting to any human | 
being for the money, and would not produce a statement of accounts when 
he was asked to do so, he immediately made up his mind to go to other dis-| 
tricts, and fight for cheaper gas there, which he had accordingly done. Mr. | 
Macnish had publicly stated that he was well paid for his labours; but, what! 
was the actual state of the case? When he came to Edinburgh, he stated | 
publicly that he would lecture without any charge, and would stay in Mr. | 
Macnish’s house as a quid pro quo. He observed his part of the contract ; | 
but, it was not found convenient that he should stay in Mr. Macnish’s house, | 
and he was put to £20 or £30 expense, living first in a hotel, and then in| 
private lodgings, and he believed he only received about £9. 14s. out of| 
about £30 subscriptions. (Hisses-and cheers.) He merely stated these | 
matters to put them right; and, when he had done so, he would have done 
with Mr. Maenish, just in the same way that he had done with himselt. | 
(Applause and hisses.) Mr. Flintoff proceeded at some length, and, | 
amidst many interruptions, to give a detailed account of the pecu- 
niary transactions between himself and Mr. Macnish, denouncing the 
conduct of the latter in no measured terms. He maintained that 
there was not a word of truth in the statements made by Mr. Mac- 








tions with him in connexion with the gas movement; and that these| 
statements were made to help him to carry his election, and put himself into) 
a position which neither his knowledge, his character, nor his abilities, en- 
titled him to be placed in—(cheers and hisses) ;—he could neither write, | 
read, nor speak his own ljanguage. (Hisses, cries of **Shame”’ and loud| 
cheers, and cries of “* What about the £10?’’) Mr. Flintoff explained that 
the £10 referred to by Mr. Macnish as having been lent to him, was lent to 
his wife in Glasgow, while he was absent from Glasgow, and that he repaid 
the loan to Mr. Macnish the morning after he returned to Glasgow. (Cheers.) 
He considered that it was a common act of kindness on the part of Mr. Mac- 
nish, as he had gone down to Helensburgh to lecture on the gas question, 
that Mr. Macnish might gain popularity there, and get into the town council. 
(Laughter and cheers.) Mr. Macnish took the credit of agitating for cheap 
gas in Helensburgh, and he actually got songs composed, which were sung 
in the streets, and which concluded, ** Vote for the great Macnish.” (Roars 
of laughter.) Mr. Flintoff maintained that the gas movement would have 
been as successful in Edinburgh as in other towns, had it not been for the 
conduct of Mr. Macnish. He read several letters addressed by Mr. Macnish 
to himself, in one of which, dated May 22, 1861, Mr. Macnish requested him 
to reply to a letter that appeared in that day’s Scotsman, and concluded his 
letter by saying, “* We are clearly losing ground; you must stick into and 
smash every devil who appears in print.’’ (Laughter.) 

While Mr, Flintoff was reading the correspondence between himself and 
Mr. Macnish, he was frequently interrupted by a few persons in the meeting, 
one of whom, named Hunter, at last made his way to the platform, amidst 
much noise and confusion. When he ascended the platform, Mr. Henry 
Robinson, who had taken the chair, and was endeavouring to preserve order, 
demanded that he should sit down, assuring him that he would get a hearing 
when Mr. Flintoff closed his address. unter accordingly sat down, but Mr, 
Flintoff had scarcely resumed his address when he again rose, and a scene of 
great disorder and confusion ensued, the meeting being decidedly against 





cries of ** Order,” whistling, and the ringing of a handbell. Mr. Robinson 
more than once put him down on his chair by sheer force, but he always 
jumped up the next moment, amidst renewed uproar, until at length Mr. 
Robinson lifted him off his feet, and forcibly carried him off the platform, 
notwithstanding all his struggles, amidst cheers, hisses, cries of ** Shame,” 


two for some minutes on the stairs leading to the platform, until the meeting 
began to sympathize with Hunter; and he succeeded in making his way 
once more to the platform, amidst cheers and hisses, and cries of ‘‘ Hear him,” 
‘* No, no,” mingled with the ringing of a handbell and much laughter. 

Mr. Hunver (in the midst of the clamour): Will I be heard? (Cries of 
“No, no,” “ Yes,”’ and * Flintoff.’”’) 

Mr. Rournson : You will be heard when Mr, Flintoff is done. (Cheers.) 

Hunter at length sat down, and, a few minutes afterwards, left the plat- 
form, amidst cries of ** Coward,” and *‘ Wait for a hearing,” ‘He's well 
away,” &c, 
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Mr. Furntorr, when order was restored, resumed his address, the re- 
mainder of which was occupied entirely with matters of a personal nature 
between himself and Mr. Macnish, Mr. Flintoff maintaining that it was out 
of a regard for his own reputation that he resolved to drop all connexion 
with Mr. Macnish, and expressing his belief that they would not succeed in 
getting cheaper gas in Edinburgh without a new organization, and a new 
committee of plain, straightforward, honest men, determined to fight it out 
to the last. (Cheers.) 

When Mr. Flintoff sat down, there were general cries for ‘* Macnish,” to 
which no response was made. 

Mr. Ropinson : Now is the time for Mr. Macnish, or any other party 
who wishes to come to the platform on his behalf. They will have a fair 
hearing. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Fuinrorr: I am here ready to meet Mr. Macnish, and enter into dis- 
cussion with him; and I hope he will come to this platform, and meet any- 
thing I have stated. (Cheers, and cries of ‘* He’s a coward.”’) 

Mr. Henry Roprnson: As Mr. Macnish has failed to come forward to 
vindicate his position, an opportunity will now be given to any other person 
who will come forward in his defence. 

No one responding to this invitation, 

Mr. Fiintorr again rose, and said: In order that Mr. Macnish may have 
another chance, I here publicly state that, I will meet him any night next 
week, except Monday, when I am engaged to lecture in Dundee. If he feels 
that he can convict me of misstatement, I am willing to give him a chance 
to stand a fair open fight; and, if he chooses to name any day, ‘I'll be the 
man to fight.” (Laughter and loud cheers.) 

On the invitation of Mr. Henry Robinson, three groans were given for Mr. 
Macnish, and the meeting separated. 





Dr. J. Nortucote ViInNEn’s FortnicutLty Rerorr on THE Gas Sup- 
PLIED BY THE SURREY ConsuMERS CoMPANY :— 
Number Maximum Minimum 

Light. Light. Light. 
Candles. Candles, Candles. 

) i, a i me 

. ow & « « & BS « « EU 13°97 
mice « «4 & 14°15. 12°82 . 13°28 
The volume of hydrocarbons averaged 3°7 per cent.; carbonic acid, 1 per cent. ; 
sulphuretted hydrogen and ammonia, none. The maximum pressure was 3 
inches and 2/10ths; the minimum, 6/l10ths. The ordinary working pressure 
averagedlinch. During the twelve months ending on the 29th of September 
last, 181 observations were made on the illuminating power of the gas sup- 
plied by the Surrey Consumers Company; but, each of these being an ave- 
rage of ten others, it follows that the actual number of observations made 
was 1810. The result, in each quarter, was as follows :—In the quarter end- 
ing December 26, 1860, the average light was equal to 13°54 candles; in that 
ending on March 28, 1861, it was 13°49; in that ending June 29, it reached 


Average 


of 
Observations. 


14°64; and in the quarter ending September 28, the light was equal to 12°90 
candles. The chemical examinations have yielded the following results :— | | 
The volume of hydrocarbons ranged between 4 and 6 per cent.; carbonic | | 
acid varied from 0°50 to 1°50 per cent. No sulphuretted hydrogen has been 
detected. The presence of ammonia was strongly indicated at every examina- 
tion up to the middle of August, since which time none could be detected. 
From this report, it will be seen that, on the average of twelve months, the 
illuminating power of the gas has been good, although occasionally it has | | 
been below the parliamentary standard of 12 sperm candles. The most con-|) 
stant impurity, during the greater portion of the year, was that of ammonia; 
but this now cannot be detected by the most delicate test. The pressure has || 
frequently been very low at short intervals during the day; there was much 

improvement in this respect at the latter part of the year. 


Gas Sreatinc.—Archibald Weir, a shoemaker, in Constitution Street, | | 
Leith, was brought before the sitting magistrate in the Leith Police-court, 
on Monday, the 28th ult., charged with stealing gas from the Edinburgh 
Gaslight Company; and, having pleaded guilty, he was sentenced to sixty 
days imprisonment. 


WonDeERFUL, IF Trug.—A Trappist, named Delalot Sevin, of the Adsaye 
de la Gréce Dieu, has made a discovery which will probably produce a revo- 
lution in the system of lighting and heating public and private buildings. He 
has invented a new pile, much stronger, and at the same time much cheaper, 
than the pile of Bunsen. By means of his photo-electric apparatus, he pro- 
duces an electric light as cheap as gas; and, with his thermo-electric pile, 
he supplies caloric on economic terms hitherto unknown. Several of these 
apparatus have been constructed, and one is at full work in the Abbaye de 
la Gréce Dieu. Manufactories for the public are shortly to be established in 
Paris and at Lyons. The apparatus for producing gas will not be given to 
the public until after the Exhibition at London next year, but that for heat- 
ing buildings will be made public on the 16th of December next. The 
inventor has been authorized to make public experiments with his system of 
lighting on the Place St. Jaques in Paris, and on the Place Bellecourt at 
Lyons.— Times’ Paris Correspondent. 

A New Cement.—An hydraulic mortar, prepared by Mr. Peter Spence, 
of Manchester, has been introduced, with the object of using the refuse | 
lime of gas-works, and the refuse clay obtained in the manufacture of alum. | 
The lime and clay are reduced to powder, and two-thirds of the former are |} 
intimately mixed with one-third of the latter, to which is afterwards added, | 
a solution composed of a quart of sulphate of zinc, and 44 quarts of water. || 
These substances being well mixed together into an homogeneous paste, are | 
formed by hand into bricks,and baked in a kiln at a dull-red heat. The}| 
bricks are afterwards broken into pieces, and kept in air-tight casks or | | 
boxes; and, upon these pieces being ground, a yellowish-grey powder is | 
produced, which is an excellent cement for lining damp walls. The zinc | 
prevents the development of any vegetation, or tendency to moisture, on 











walls which are coated with this cement. 





CASTINGS, rer Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-Iron Gas-Pipes, per Yard. 


10in. 


1} in. 3in, | din. 8in. | Qin. | ‘Tin, 


16 21 


2in. | 2jin. Sin. | Gin. | 7in. 


28 | 33 51 70 | 89 | 107 126 149 177 | 2081bs. 





| | 
Retail Prices are 5 to 10 percent. | y ongon. Glasgow. | 
higher. : saainiechs 


New- | 
castle, | 





n 


woos 


 d. £ s. d. | 


~ 


Pig Iron, No. 1 ° 
14 and 2 inches Socket-Pipes 
Qiand3 ,, a 
4 and5 ,, ” eee 
6in. and upwards _,, sari 
Retorts, Ist fusion, hot blast.... 

- n “——_— =r 
Tank Plates, § thick and above.. 6 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBI 
Subject to 40 per cent. Discount 


UOIkoaUaatwh 





2in. |1}in.| 1} in. 


d 

10 
9 
0 
9 
0 
6 
6 
0 
8 


6 


s. d.| 8. 
Patent Welded Tubes, from 2 to 12 ft., perft. 8| 
6 in. to 18 in., each 0} 


Ti 
am 


” ” ” 
Connecting-Pieces, or Long Screws....... 3 6 
Bends, Springs, snd Elbows—wroughtiron | ¢ 
WOON, WEOUENE OF CAE 6.00-0.0:0006cc0ccceeee 
Crosses, wrought or Cust...csccccrcce aati 
| Ree oo 

99 with brass plug .......-seeee0: 
Diminishing Sockets, Caps, Plugs, and 
PENNE, 6.0icse0ccnsecceews [Nipples 
Syphons, 2 quart 


one 


withthe o? 


~ 


cowoaaces 

~ 

BOCA CKNNhNe 
WOON HH RR oe 
woouwere 


= 
~ 


33rtce Gurrent. 


COALS, rer Ton. 

Scotch Cannel, | 
soghead, at Leith....... 5s.0d, 
Kirkness, best.,........ geneees ae It 

Capeldrae, Ist quality.......... 

ea 2nd escvcsoece AS 
Lesmahago, at Glasgow . 
am - Leith 
Arniston ........ cceccccccccoce BF 
WOMIGE. 6 sc scccceseseses teres 
Knightswood 
Pirnie 


Newcastle.—Unscreened. 
Whitwell Primrose , coe 
Medomsley, Eighton Moor, and 

Burnhope 7 0 
Pelaw ° 3 
New Pelton, Peareth, South 

Pelaw, Washington Ilutton, 

and South Peareth 6 
Pelton 7 9 
Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.... 16 0 


FREIGHTS, 





6s. 9d. 


seeeeee 





Foreign.—Per Keel, 
3arcelona . 
RC re 
Boulogne and Calais........... 
eee eceecccccesvcose 
SNES occccvseesoes ercece . 
Copenhagen ......+...00- eves 
GORGE . ovccccceccoccvccce eves 
Hamburg 
Havre de Grace, 
Leghorn 
SOD sasvcee 
Rotterdam ... 
Stettin oe 
Trieste & Venice...... 
SUNDRIES. 
“ireebricks .....ccccsees 
ks, at Wortley . 
i ricks, at Wortley 
Fire-clay Retorts ......+..+sceceeees per foot run, 5s. 6d. to 


Coastwise—Newcastle.—Per 


£92 .0s. to 23 





per 1000 


7 0 


Tough Cake Copper .per ton £102 10s, 0d. | Foreign Spelter....perton £19 5s. 0d. 


English Pig Lead .... 20 0 0 | English Block Tin. ,, 120 
Welch Bar Iron, in London ,, S OO Fe ssscccscces ee 9” 117 10 6 
Tarred Rope Varn... .ccccccccccccsccescocsecccese percwt. 26s.0d. 











LIVESEY 
NEAR 











Apbertisements. 


FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTH ESE 


mS, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 
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OBERT MACLAREN and CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 





OUSE and CO., Boiler and 
GASHOLDER MAKERS, 


GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of theironemployed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
theprincipal of thelarge Gas Companies ofthe kingdom, 


Orders promptly executed. 





C. HOLMES & CO, 
e GAS ENGINEERS, 
WHITESTONE IRON WorKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 

Manufacturers of Gas Apparatus, Gasholders, Iron 
Tanks, Roofs, &c. &c. 

Contractors for the Erection of Gas-Works through- 
out of any magnitude. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 

Makers of the Combined, Condensing, and Purifying 
Apparatus (especially adapted for exportation), uniting 
simplicity and compactness with great efficiency and 
facility of working. 

References given to Works where it is in operation. 








EORGE CUTLER & COQ, 
GAS ENGINEERS, &c., 
London Gasholder and Boiler Works, 
8, WHARF, WENLOCK Roap, City Roap, N., 
LONDON. 





Rye, Nov. 12, 1860. 

Dear Sirs,—I ider it i bent on me to acquaint 
you that the alterations recently made on the Rye Gas- 
Works—viz., the addition of a NEWLY-IMPROVED 
WASHER, and other work for the Purification of Gas, 
executed by the experienced workmen under your able 
supervision—are perfectly satisfactory to the Company, 
and the Gas is now as pure as it can be made. 


I am, dear Sirs, your obedient servant, 
CHARLEs THOMAS, Superintendent, 
Rye Gas-Works. 
Messrs. Cutler and Co. 








STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
E BAKER and CO, 
e (Contractors to Government). 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 


Every article manufactured at their own Works and 
Mines, Brierley Hill. 


FIRE-BRICKS, Lumps, Squares, Tiles, 
and Gas Retorts of all dimensions. 

CRUCIBLE and CEMENT CLAYS. 

GARDEN EDGINGS, of various pat- 


terns. 


BUFF and ORNAMENTAL TILES. 
CLINKERS and STABLE PAVINGS, 


noted for hardness and durability, being perfectly non- 
absorbent. 


Shipments on the shortest notice. 





AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas-Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that they are 
prepared to ship the best quality of the above well- 
known COALS at Glasgow or Leith ; and also to deliver 
them at the railway stations upon, or connected with, 
the Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 
required, 

_ Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago. 

Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 
MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, WesT GEORGE STREET. 





UPWARD’S 
ATENT DRILLING APPARATUS 


FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS. 





No. 1.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-Posts, CLIPS, 
Botts, TAP-DRILL, and Nut, for }, 1, 1} in., £9 1 0 

No. 2.—RATCHET-BRACE, DRILL-PostTs, CLIPS, 
Botts, TAP-DRILL, & Nut, for 14 and 2ins., 10 6 0 


MADE BY 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., ENGINEERS, 
Near Grange Road, Bermondsey, 
SOLE LICENSEES. 





WALTER MABON, Engineer, 


ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET 
MANCHESTER, 


Manufacturer of 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 


GASHOLDERS,.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Manufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. 

PIPESand VALVES, for Gas and Water, from2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 





EONI’S Patent 


Ka ADAMAS GAS-BUR NERS 
| are entirely free from liability to 
Corrosion, Injury from Heat, or fe Ih 

{ 


4% danger of Fraction, and are un- “ 
s@ alterable in the dimensions of | | 
their Apertures. Uniformity in | i 
the consumption of gas is obtain- 
ed by the process of manufacture, | | 
which insures that the burners shall be 
precisely similar in pattern. \ 
Wholesale net cash price, 8s. per gross. | |, 
For country agencies, apply to 5S. LEONI, 
34, St. Paul Street, New North Road, 
Lonpon, N. 














LUICE-VALVES for Sale—One 
8-inch, and One 18-inch, Price for the two, 
£11, 10s. 
To be seen and treated for at Mr, SHERWIN’sS, 62, 
Tabernacle Walk, Finsbury, LoNDON. 
Quite new, andin good order. 


M. RICHARDSON and CO., 
Iron Roor, GASHOLDER, AND GAS 
APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS, 
TUNNEL FOUNDRY, DUDLEY. 





EORGE BOWER, 
GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER, 
AND CONTRACTOR, 
ST. NEOT’S, HUNTS. 
References to between 100 and 200 Gas-Works De- 
signed and Erected by the Advertiser. 








LESLIE PATENTS: Gas and 


Coke from common Coal, greatly increased in 
value.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Up to 


Forty Candle Gas.—é60, Conduit Street, LonDon, 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: Licenses 

for England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 86 De- 

partments of France and Belgium.—60, Conduit Street, 
Lonpon, W. 





ESLIE’S PATENTS: The 
National Waste Heaps at Collieries UTILIZED for 
Gas purposes.—60, Conduit Street, Lonpon, W. 








Q* Sale, a Centre-Valve, for Four 
Purifiers, with 8-inch Connexions; as good 
as new. 

Apply to Mr. AsquiTH, Gas-Works, Keighley, YorK- 
SHIRE, 

Oct. 18, 1861. 


GECOND-HAND GAS APPARATUS 


FOR SALE AT THE 
NEW GAS-WORKS, WHITBY. 


Consisting of 
A PURIFIER, 
12 ft. long, 4 ft. 4 in. wide, and 4ft. deep; two Parti- 
tions, with Covers, Lifting Gear, aud Riddles, &c., com- 


plete. 
A PURIFIER, 
With two Boxes, 8 ft. 10 in. by 4 ft. 6 in.. and 3 ft. 
deep, with Centre Partitions, Four-way Valve, and 
Covers, complete. 
SEVERAL 6-Incn SLIDE-VALVES, 

Two ATMOSPHERICAL CONDENSERS, with 
Top and Bottom Boxes, Covers, and Vertical Pipes. 

SeverRaL Lenetus oF HYDRAULIC MAINS, 
With D-shaped Oval and Circular Retort Mouthpieces, 
Lids, Cross-Bars, and Screws; Discharge and Arched 
Pipes, 4-inch bore ; with several other useful articles. 

The above are well worth the notice of persons en- 





gaged in the erection of Gas-Works, as they will be 


sold at little more than the price of old metal. 
For further particulars, apply at the Gas-Works, to 
Mr. ALFRED Topp, Secretary, WHITBY. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


ANTED, a Situation as Fitter and 

METER REPAIRER. Can produce first-rate 

Character for Ability, Honesty, and Sobriety. Can 
leave present situation at a week’s notice. 

Address, U. W., care of W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, 

Fleet Street, City, LonpoN. 
TO GAS ENGINEERS, COMPANIES, AND 
FITTERS. 








a 








WATE? employment as Gas- 
FITTER and IRON-PIPE WORKER in all 
its Branches. 

Address, JouN Massey, No. 6, Prince’s Terrace, 
Keppel Street, CHELSEA. 


TO GAS COMPANIES. 
Wwa NTED, by a thoroughly 
experienced man, a situation to REPAIR GAS- 
METERS and STREET LAMPS. Has been used to 
Gas-works. Wages moderate; good Testimonials. 


Address, H. 3., 22, Coventry Street, Haymarket, | | 


LONDON. 


TATION-METER on Sale at the 

Warrington Gas-Works, capable of passing 7000 

feet per hour, with Hydraulic By-pass, 7-inch Inlet 

and Outlet-pipes, Clock, and ‘Tell-tale; complete, and 
in thorough repair. 

Apply to Mr. HARRISON VEEVERS, at the above 

Works, for further particulars. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND OTHERS, 


For SALE, Seven New Stourbridge 
D RETORTS, 8 ft. long, 12 ins. by 12; and 
TWELVE NEW 3-LIGHT WET METERS (by 
Edge). 

For price, apply to Messrs, Murray and Son, 
Auctioneers, UXBRIDGE. 





WILLIAM SUGG, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND WATER GAS-METERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, AND APPARATUS, 
“EVANS’S” PHOTOMETERS, 


Experimental Meters, Minute Clocks, &c., Station Meters and Governors, 


STREET-LAMP 


GOVERNORS ARDS 


LAVA BURNERS, 
19 and 20, MARSHAM STREET, WESTMINSTER. 











| 
| 
| 
| 
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AMUEL CUTLER, Gasholder 
| MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
| For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
jand Alteration of Works and every description of 
| GAS APPARATUS, 

PROVIDENCE IRON WoRKs, 

MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E. 

Main Laying and Gas-Works erected complete. 


APDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire Bricks,and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 








ESTABLISHED 17 YEARS. 


FFICE for the Procuration of 
LETTERS PATENT,and the REGISTRATION 
of DESIGNS. JoserH WILLCocK and Co., Patent 
Agents and Engineers, Successors to Messrs. Barlow 
| and Co., 89, Chancery Lane, Lonpon, W.C. 
|. GRATIS, and post free, “ THE INVENTOR’S 
| MANUAL;” also a pamphlet, ‘‘ L’Obtention de Pa- 
|tentes Anglaises;” 500 MECHANICAL MOVE- 
MENTS; the first part of Kinematics, or the Trans- 
formation of Motion. By JoserH WILLCcocK, C.E., 
Mem. Soc. of Eng. May be had at the above address, 
and of any Bookseller. Price 2s. 6d, The second 
| part is approaching completion, and will shortly be 


announced. 
* : 








Now ready, 
/Y7OL. IX. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1860, price 2ls., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III, 
1V., V., VI., VII., and VIII. are still on sale, 
W. B. Kina, 1], Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
Just Published, price 3s., by Post, 3s. 2d., 
\INHE CHEMISTRY OF GAS 
LIGHTING, 
with an Appendix containing a description of the 
|| different processes for the Manufacture of Colouring 
Matters from Coal Tar. 
Re-arranged and reprinted from the JOURNAL OF 
Gas LIGHTING. 
| LONDON: WILLIAM B. KING, 11, Bott Court, 
| Fuert Street, E.C, 








| 
| 


ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
|} THROCKLEY, 
| NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 
| MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION or 
FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
¢. 


&e. &e. 
LONDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on hand in 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Messrs. 
Curistigz & Co.’s Wharf,64, Bankside, SOUTHWARK. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTB FIRE CLAY AND BRICK WoRKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of 1. and W, King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB. A quantity of best Clay Retorgs in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D’s, 1612, 1514, 2016, 16x18. 


AMES NEWTON, 
(Established 1820,) 
FPIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANT, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOOK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON. 
Depot for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 


BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
ALBERT KELLER, Ghent.—The 


removal of the import duties on Earthenware 
permitting the entry of Clay Retorts into England, 
Albert Keller, of Ghent, begs to draw the attention of 
the Gas Companies of London, and other Cities, to 
the very superior quality of the RETORTS manu- 
factured by him, They can be made of any size, in one 
piece, and of any form. ‘The price will bein proportion 
to the weight, and very moderate in comparison to 
their value. 
Communiations, addressed to ALBERT KELLER 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


ST and GREGSON, Gas-Meter 
MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 

















,’ 

ILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS 
IMPROVED MACHINE-MADE BURNERS 
WROUGHT-IRON BATSWINGS, 


AM P-P 0 § T §/| 


suitable for entrances to Public Buildings, as | 
well as ordinary street lighting, in upwards of 100 | 
For RAILWwAay STATIONS AND MARKETS, 


different patterns. 
| GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, 
LOBULAR LAMP §S §pnass 


G AND IRON TUBES OF EVERY KIND 
of superior manufacture, in Copper, Tin, Cast SUPPLIED ON THE Best TERMS, 
and Wrought Iron. 


H AT THE WoRKS, 
Please address in full, WiLL1amM Hoop, 12, Upper | 9, 10,11, BARTHOLOMEW STREET, 
Thames Street, LonDoN. 


BIRMINGHAM. 








NO CHIMNEY WANTED 
FOR RICKETS & HAMMOND’S PATENT CALORIFERE GAS- 
STOVES, in Churches, Halls, or Shops; and for Conservatories, or any 
close apartment, a Pipe can be attached to carry away the burnt air. 








4 


ET, STRAND, LONDON.—LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO THE TRADE. 





BEST AND CHEAPEST SLUICE-COCK. 
_ FE 


yar a 
S K\Sgug5 
Til 


Above 3-inch diameter, price 10s, per inch. Brass face, 6d. eri nch extra. 


Can be taken to pieces without being removed rom the line of Piping. 


NORTH WILTS FOUNDRY, DEVIZES. 


Wholesale Agents, Messrs. S. and E. RANSOME, 31, Essex Street, Strand, E.C., 
Where a Sample may be seen. 


WALTER FORD, 


LATE 
PADDON and FORD, 
gAS-METER AND APPARATUS WORKS, 


GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &e. &e. 

A large number of STATION* METERS, up to 80,000 feet per hour (being by far the largest in use), and 
GOVERNORS for MAINS, up to 21 inches, have been constructed by Paddon and Ford. ‘These Meters 
and Governors possess peculiar advantages as regards strength and freedom of action. 

Sole Manufacturer of PADDON?S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


EDWIN DIXON, 


WOLVERHAMPTON PATENT WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, 
Originally established in 1833, 


Manufacturer of Gas and other Tubes, Fittings, and articles of every description belonging to Gas, Water, or 
Steam. 


MANUFACTURER 


E. D. had the honour of receiving the 
PRIZE MEDAL 


warded to this Manufacture by the COUNCIL of the GREAT ENGLISH EXHIBITION of 1851; and from 
he latter date has supplied many towns exclusively with GALVANIZED and other Tubes for Gas and 
Water, under GOVERNMENT ENGINEERS, 


A City, containing 150,000 inhabitants, 


has recently been entirely supplied with Tubes made at the above-named Works, and several others with 
populations nearly as great; in fact, the reputation now acquired induces this notice to the public. 
Large Stocks generally on hand, averaging from one to three hundred thousand feet, 


HYDRAULIC PRESS TUBES, 
to resist 6000 lbs. and upwards to the square inch, extensively manufactured. 
STOCK DIES and SCREWING TACKLE 


of the best possible descripton. 
Every Tube carefully tested with Hydraulic Pressure before leaving the Works. 
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F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 


ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


(Made from ‘‘RroistzRep’’ Designs), with GLass BRANOHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
. tion to the manufacture of this clas of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THBATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL RooMs LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 





<'S wich FRESSUp . 
oe “3p eas "Va 


WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Established 1830. 


LAMBERT BROTHERS, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
Wrought-Iron Welded Tubes 
and Fittings, 

FOR GAS & HIGH-PRESSURE WATER & STEAM. 








BRYAN DONKIN & CO. 


keep always on stock their 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. per inch diameter 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 27 inches, to be 
had on application. 


These Valves are all proved to30 Ibs. on the square inch before leaving 


the works. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CQ.,, 
ENGINEERS, 





500 


HOLMAN’S PATENT DOUBLE-ACTION PUMPS 


Prove their general adaptation. ‘They are adopted by 


CIVIL, MARINE, MANUFACTURING, AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, 


_ For Pumping TAR, AMMONIACAL LIQUOR, WATER, WORT, and other fluids, their intrinsic excellence 
is too well known to need description. 

8. HOLMAN tenders his hearty thanks to all Patrons, and is prepared to undertake the Supply of Towns, 
Public and Private Establishments, and Irrigation of Lands, on any scale. 

Sole London Agent of the Williams’s Perran Foundry Company, for the Sale of Cornish Pumping, Winding, 
and other Steam-Engines, heavy Machinery, Castings, and Forgings. 

London Agent for Tangye’s Patent Hydraulic Presses, Jacks, Lifts, Crabs, Cranes, Blocks, &c 

ALL KINDS OF HYDRAULIC AND STEAM MACHINERY FOR HOME USE OR EXPORT. 

Cornish Boilers of superior construction, Steam~Cocks, Gauges, and Fittings. 
s. 


HOLMAN, C.H.E., 18, CANNON STREET, E.C. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 
IRON MERCHANT anp AGENT, 


AND 


Wholesale and Retail Charcoal and Coke Dealer, and Grinder, 
12, BANKSIDE, and GREAT SUFFOLK STREET, SOUTHWARK, SE. 


ane 


ALL GOODS KEPT IN STOCK, AND SUPPLIED AT MANUFACTURERS PRICES. 


_ Cast-Iron Socket, Flanch, Hot Water-Pipes and Connexions, for Gas, Water, aud Steam purposes, Rain- 
Water-Pipes and Guttering, &c. Furnace-Pans and Stable-Fittings. Retorts, Hydraulic Main, Furnace- 
Work, &c. Lamp-Columns, Lanterns, Cocks and Burners, Wrought-Iron Tubing, &c., of best description. 
Screw-Cocks, Sluices, and Gas-Valves of every description. Bar, Rod, Plate, and Hoop-Iron Bolts and Nuts. 
Cast-Iron Columns, Girders, Street-Posts, Watering-Posts, Gutters, Gratings and Railing-Bars, ‘Tank-Plates, 
and Pump-Castings. Engine, Mill,and Lathe Castings. Planing, Turning, and Boring executed. Cast-Iron 
Pans, for Soap and Chemical Works. Galvanized Cast-Iron Jars and Pots, for Sugar Refiners, Stourbridge 
and Newcastle Fire-Bricks, Retorts, Lumps, Tiles, and Clay. Malleable Iron Castings. Pipe-Laying by Con- 
tract. Double-Refined Machinery Oil. Iron Borings. Salammoniac and Sulphur. 

Castings made in Town or Country, on the shortest notice, to Sketches, Drawings, or Patterns. 
Best Animal Charcoal, for Sugar Kefiners, and Case-Hardening. 

. Best prepared Wood Charcoal, Prepared Fuel for Smokeless Stoves guaranteed. Granulated Charcoal for 
Air and Water Filters. Chemists and Druggists supplied with Pulverized Carbon. Charcoal and Coke Black- 
ing, and Coal-Dust, and superior strong Coke, for Foundry purposes. Gypsum of the finest and purest quality, 
Sulphate of Ammonia, 


Estimates given, and Orders by Post punctually attended to the sume day. 





AGENT FoR 


BECK’S PATENT STOP-VALVES, 


For Gas, Water, Steam, and General Purposes, and 


DAVIS'S PATENT COMBINED SMALL-COKE OR BREEZE OVEN, & SMOKE CONSUMER. 











ILLIAM RICHARDSON 
(LATE OF DUDLEY), 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
PATENTEE OF THE VERTICAL OVEN RETORT 
No. 367, PERsHoreE Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 
ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 

Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes | 
of all sizes, Rends, Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns 

of various patterns, &c. 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 





CHARLES Hors.rey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- | 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civil engineering 
in general, 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 
Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. | 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- | | 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
‘ Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINs, 78, Lombard 
treet. 


OHN ROGERSON and CO. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE & MIDDLESBRO’- 
ON-TEES. 

Wrought and Cast Iron Pipes, Cast-Iron Retorts, and 

all kinds of Foundry Work necessary for Gas-Works. 

Fire-Bricks and Clay Retorts. Gas Coals of every 
description. Pig, Bar, and Plate Iron. 

Lonpon House: 
12, ROYAL EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, 





GAS GOAL. 


EAL, WALKER, and CO., Coal and 
COKE MERCHANTS, No. 1, Walker's Buildings, 
SHEFFIELD, beg to inform the Directors and Managers 
of Gas Companies, that they are in a position to con- 
tract for the supply of the different sorts of best Gas 
Coal, such as best Silkstone, Barnsley, and others, at 
the lowest prices, which may be had on application at 
the above Office. | 





LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WENLock IRON Works, 

21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 

Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also tures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


As Stoves, Gas Baths, Gas Cooking 
APPARATUS, warranted the best in England 
at PuILutPs’s, the original inventor and manufacturer, 
and general gas-fitter, &c., 55, Skinner Street, Snow 
Hill, Lonpon, E.C. 

PATENT SAFETY ATLAS CHANDELIERS, Sun 
and Star Burners, Outside Lamps, Patent Reflecting 
Lamps, Portable Coppers for either Gas or Fuel. Iron 
Tube and Fittings. Best quality for Gas, Steam, or 
Hot Water, &c. &c. 


EORGE ANDERSON, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 

104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). 
DIRECT-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 
supplied either with or without Steam-Engines and 
Boilers, 

FOUR-WAY DIAPHRAGM VALVES, 
one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, as applied to Purifiers, or in shutting off 
and passing Station-Meters, Governors, or other ap- 
paratus, while the Connecting-Pipes are also much 


simplified, 
RETORT SETTINGS, 
designed to be heated by Tar alone, and with a total 
absence of Smoke. 
Illustrated circulars, giving references and every in- 
formation, may be obtained on application as above, 


ENJAMIN GIBBONS, Jun, 
DEEPDALE FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
Near DUDLEY, 

Manufacturer of every description of Fire-Bricks, 

Lumps, Quarries, Shields, Flue Covers, &c., to any size 
or shape required. 

PIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
TO MopgL oR Drawina. 

_B. G. begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
his Fire-Clay Retorts, which have been used with great 
satisfaction in some of the largest Gas-Works in the 
Metropolis and many Provincial Towns in England, 

References given, if required. 
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RR LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS BENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
GLASGOW; 
anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH ; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 

STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ror GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES; 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS. 

GASHOLDERS; 
GOVERNORS, SLIDE-VALVES, &e; 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 

Contractors for Gas-Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

SOLE AGENT FOR THE SOUTH, SOUTH-EAST, AND SOUTH-WEST OF ENGLAND :— 

J. E. DOWSON, 38, DOWGATE HILL, THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 








TORTS) Leeds. 


W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 


RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY, 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and’ the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent, 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 


A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


CLEGQG’S 
NEW PATENT HYDRAULIC GAS-METER. 





BISCHOFF, BROWN, & CO., Jay LANGHAM WORKS, 














MANUFACTURERS fe Ke : =e. ‘| GEORGE STREET, 


GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 


LONDON, W. 





Manufacture and use of Gas, and, without presumption, it may be confidently affirmed to be the only Meter extant that can be|| 
relied upon to measure correctly, to work with the minimum of pressure, and steadiness of light. It cannot be tampered with || 
by tilting or otherwise, and will be of great durability. 
This Meter is constructed on an entirely new principle, and, when once adjusted, will always remain the same under all/| 
circumstances. The quantity or height of the water in it has no effect on its capacity. The immense importance and economy || 
of this to Gas Companies who are obliged to employ so many inspectors, is so obvious, that they will be able to appreciate its 
advantages over all other Wet Meters, where the varying height of the water regulates the capacity. 
The Drum, from its peculiar construction, presents scarcely any resistance when moving through the water; and, its|| 
weight being taken off its axis by an air vessel, it revolves with the slightest pressure. 
The comparative absence of friction in the Drum reduces the wear and tear, and enables it to be made of the strongest)|| 
materials, which will keep it in working order longer than any other Meter. 
It is approved and adopted by the principal London and Country Gas Companies, and is guaranteed to comply with the) 
‘Sale of Gas Act,” as this Meter, beyond all doubt, works within a shorter range of registration than any other Meter 
manufactured. 











— 
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CROSLEY = LDSMITH’S 
PATENT SELF-ADJUSTING & COMPENSATING GAS-METERS 


CANNOT BE OVER OR UNDERCHARGED WITH WATER, 
and they consequently register the quantity of Gas consumed with greater accuracy than Meters in which the Water-Line is variable. | | 
MANUFACTURED BY 


I. BRIGGS, 


(Late CROSLEY & CO.,) 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 


108, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON, §.E.) 


N.B. The Patent Self-Adjusting and Compensating Apparatus may be applied to the ordinary Meter. 
Manufacturer of LOWE'S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to 
supply the special requirements of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. - 
Also, Manufacturer of EXPERIMENT METERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c., &c., similar 
to those used by Mr. King, of Liverpool. 
I. BRIGGS is also prepared to supply Gas Companies and others with 
DUPLICATES of Mr. KING’S CUBIC FOOT TRANSFERRER, 


similar to that manufactured by Crosley & Co., and verified by the ASTRONOMER-ROYAL, and Prorrssor MILLER, of Cam- || 
bridge, on behalf of the Government, which was deposited by them in the Office of the COMPTROLLER-GENERAL of the} 
EXCHEQUER, before Nov. 13, 1859, in compliance with the “ Act for Regulating Measures used in Sales of Gas.” He also supplies 


TEST GASHOLDERS, 
Graduated by the Standard Cubic Foot. 


TRUSS’S PATENT ELASTIC PIPE-JOINT, 
FOR GAS AND WATER-MAINS, AND STEAM PIPING, 


Is the only PERFECT joint that has ever been constructed, and supplies the long-felt desideratum, by allowing for the expansion 
and contraction of metals, and for oscillation and deflection, without impairing the joint. Gas Companies will effect an incal- 
culable saving in adopting it, as compared with the present imperfect mode of jointing. 

Drawings, Estimates, and every particular, furnished on application to : 


THOMAS SEAVILLE TRUSS, C.E., 53, GRACECHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD on MOUTH PIECE 








KING BROTHERS beg especially to call the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, which are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 7 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 


FIRE-CLAY GAS RETORTS. 





ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIFF, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 


THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the Kingdom, From the peculiar 
composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing 


leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, the Premises have been 


re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely WITH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater regard to despatch than by any other House, 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOCL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY OF THE SAME QUALITY. 


M. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. 4, Wharf, King’s Cross Goods Station. 
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MESSRS. 


CROLL, RAITT, AND CO, 


Manufacturers of Croll’s Patent Improved 


: DRY GAS-METER, 


Are prepared to supply their Meters duly stamped, under the authority of the Sale of Gas 
Act, 22nd and 23rd Vic., Cap. 66. 











Mees for charged on Invoice. 





Stamping 


FACTORY: 

















CANAL BRIDGE, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 
ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 
MANUFACTURER OF 
CONSUMERS’ COMPENSATING & NON-COMPENSATING WET GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS &® GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 





Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c-, &c. | 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, | 


Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSCN’S BROMINE}! 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &e., &e. 

“ Analysis of Gas for, Practical Men,” by A. Wricut, M. Inst. C.E., post-free for 13 Stamps. Pricz-Lisrs on AppxicaTion.| 


JAMES MEACOCK, 


PATENT DRY AND WET GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
: > 7, SNOW HILL, AND 16, WEST STREET, LONDON.) 








} 


ESTABLISHED 1836, 


! 
J. M. invites attention to his Improvements in EXPERIMENTAL WET GAS-METERS, by | 
which he renders impossible any Leakage from the Stufiing-Box. 


These METERS are GUARANTEED to meet all the Requirements of the SALE OF GAS ACT | 


GOVERNORS, STATION-METERS, PHOTOMETERS, 


EXPERIMENTAL TESTING GASHOLDERS, HIGH-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
AND ALL APPARATUS IN USE AT THE GAS MANUFACTORY. 











D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 

PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 

invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to}, 

any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without || 

being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF | 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 

DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 

GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. | 

CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. || 

DR HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER | 

for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—60s. net. | 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 

Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. } 

Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. | 
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STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; | 





























































